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me ESTEEM' myſelf kighly Were he you Inttodue. 
requeſt of me, a full account of the riſe, progreſs, tion. 
and preſent ſtate, of the military operations A , 6d E 
North America; with a juſt delineation. of te 0 
2&9 characters of the principal” agents in Our ö 
2 ., affairs. Indeed, my Lord, you impoſe a taſk that © | 
will require a Volume, rather than 4 Letter. As your Lordſhip's ER 
defire, however, ſhall always carry with me the Torce os M 
mand, I will engage in it with the utmoſt chearfulneſs. Forgive 

me, my Lord, for ſaying I have a ſtill ſtronger motive for com- 7 „ 
poſing theſe ſheers, than a mere compliance with your Lordſhip s > 
requeſt- ; to which I would ever pay the profoundeſt regard. ,. * 
When I reflect upon your eminent ſtation your excelling ab. 4 
lities — your warm and active zcal, for the intereſt anu welfare * 
of the Britiſh colonies 3 I am rompted by an unfeigned deſiſſe:e ,;5 3 
of ſerving my country ; and edi ting before your Lor ſhip? „„ 


> - 


o 


— — — — —— — — — — — 


= i TRVTHz in I" Plain undiſguiſed habiliments : 1 weud Atp* 5" > 
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Eu 


. 6 * 3 
her of all that delufive colouring, with which ſhe hath hoon art- 
fully varniſhed,” by» detter- writers from this part of the world 3 
either to ſubſerve fame mean ſiniſter party delign, or to promote 


the views of "ſome aſpiring and ambitious minds. 
integrity ſhall therefore guide my pen ; and amidſt the varicty 
with which it ia my- purpote to preient your Lordſhip, it ſhall 
be my ſacred endefvorr; 
myſelf to the ſtricteſt — the moſt impartial verity. - 
| American IE Armerican.colonies, I ſpeak it with ſubmiſſion, my Lord. 
Aman wa were too long_neglected by their mother x guntry; tho loudly 
5 7 demanding, her patronage and aner. Thoſe, - on the conti- 


neglecte 
n nent, require her peculiar notice: *may be made an inex- 


2 hauſtible magazine of wealth; and if ſuffered to fall into the hands 
Portance. of the French, ſuch will be the acceſſion to their already extended 
conimerce and marine ſtrength, that Great Britain muſt not only 
loſe her former luſtre, but, dreadful even in thought I ceaſe to be 
any longer an independent power. Nay, ſhould every other 
ſcheme fail, the ſucceſs of this will inevitably accompliſh the long- 


projected deſign of chat aſpiring nation, for ſetting up an Uni- 


8 2 Tata: Monarchy”; for; if: France rule the octan, her reſources 
will enable her to ſubject all Europe to her deſpotic ſway. But 
it is unneceſſary to offer any arguments in ſupport of a propoſi- 
tion, of which the Public ſeems to remain no longer jbfenfible. 
- Happy. for us, had theſe ſentiments e ker, and been 
mate frequently incuſcated 
More con-. Tux importance of the colonies, | my Lord, was too little, con- 
| gi i ſidered, til he commencement of the laſt war. The reduction 
of Cape Breton by the people of New-England, was an acquiſition 


tien of 


| Lonkburg, ſo unexpected and. fortunate, that America became, on that re- 


markable event, 2 more general topic of converſation. Mr. Shir- 

ley, the ;governar. of the Maffachuſetts Bay, was the principal , 
ptqjeclor of that Glorious enterprize ,: An enterprize, which re- 
duced to the abedicnce of his Britannick Majeſty, the DNk In 
of North America. Of ſueh conſequence, to the French, was the 
pPoſſeſſion of that important key to their American ſettlements, 
hat its reftityrion wat. in reality, ee * ee 
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8 Abe Or all our plantation. ren my Lord, Mr. ue is, 
Shurley. mo 
72¹ 


Candour and 


td the deſt of my knowledge, to attach 


4 


{ diſtinguiſhed for bis e abilities. 3 was born in Bed. 1 _ 


land, and bred up to the Law, at one of the Inns of Court. 
In that profeſſion he afterwards practiſed, for ſeveral years, in 
the Maffachuſetts Bay : and, in 1741, was advanced by his Ma- 
jeſty to the ſupreme command ot that colony. He is a Gen- 
tleman of great political fagacity, deep penetration, and indefati- 
| gable induſtry. With reſpect to the wiſdom and equity of his 
adminiſtration, ' he can boaſt the univerſal ſuffrage of a wiſe, free, 
jealous, and moral people. Tho' not bred to arms, he is emi- 
nently poſſc ſſed of theſe important military virtues —= An ex- 
tent of capacity to form and execute great deſigns; — pro- 
found fecrefy ; — love of regularity and diſciplive; — a fru- 
gal and laborious manner of living; with the art of conciliating 
the affections; — a talent which Hannibal admired in Pyrrhus, 
above all the reſt of his martial accompliſhments. In the firſt 
of theſe great qualities, Mr. Shirley is univerſally acknowledged 
to ſhine : and it is, in reality, more eſtimable, than all other 
military endowments without it ; conſiſting, to uſe the words 
of that difcerning hiſtorian Mr. Rollin, in having great views; 
in forming plans at à diftanee ; in propaſing a deſ/ign, from 


„ eobich the author never departs , in concerting all the mea- 


ei jures neceſſary for its ſucceſs ;, in knowing bow to ſeize the _ 
« favourable moments of occaſion, which are rapid in their © 
% courſe, and never return; to make even ſudden and unfereſeen 
« accidents. ſubſervient to a plan; in a word, io be upon the 
© watch againſt every thing, without being perplexed and diſ- 

* concerted by any event. But, whether it ariſes from his 


being ſo far advanced in years, or from his confticutional diſ- 


poſition and make, he has not, in my opinion, that activity 

and alertneſs fo conducive to warlike expedition; and on which 

the ſucceſs of an enterprize frequently depends. This was one 
of the characteriſtics of Braddock ; a commander, vigorous 
in executing, as Mr. Shirly, judicious in contriving a plan 
fed non omnia poſſumus omnes — and *tis-caſier, my Lord, to. 
find active hands, than able heads. No man perhaps in the zeatten- 
nation, has beſtowed: more attention, upon the ſtate of the co- tiontoco- 


lonies in general: and having their intereſt ſincerely. at. heart, Ion) af. 


he has been perpetually concerting expedients, advancive of their fats. 
proſperity,.. and to check the views of an all- graſping Mo- 
narch. Upon the reduction of Louiſburgh, he earneſtly recom- 
mended to his Majeſty's miniſter, the demolition. of that _ 

: e treſs, 


— ————  — 


3 


5 ( 85 

8 : $5 ES 1 
ttreſs, and an expedition againſt the French ſettlements in Ca- 

nada. The reaſons why he ſucceeded in neither of thele pro- 

Is teward - poſals, I cannot take upon me to aſſign. His Majeſty, howW- 
ed with a_ ever, ſenſible of his ſervices, gave him à regiment in 1746; 


"A 


regiment, and upon the coneluſion of, the peace of Aix- la- Chapelle, tent 


and ſent 1 ee ad n r 
commiſſi him as one of the Britiſh commiſſaries to Paris, for ſettling the 


* xy toparis controverted limits: between the two Crowns in America. A- 
"midſt all the ſpendors and delicacies of Verſaillies, he forgot 
_ -peither Ou, intereſt, nor His duty. As a proof of his inte- 
_ . grity and diligence, during that fruitleſs embaſſy, one need 
only peruſe theſe judicious and laborious memorials, in ſupport I 
of his: Majeſty's ' right to Nova Scotia, which were principally 
framed: by him; and lately publiſhed by order of the Lords 
of Trade; as a full exhibit. of our title to that part of A- 
metica-. When no ſatisfaction could, in this way, be obtained 
tom the Coutt of France 3 which was artfully endeavouring 
to ſpin out the negotiation, and at the ſame time fortify ing 
the places in queſtion, as well as making new acquiſitions; 
the Britiſh commiſſaries retired. from the French Court, and 
Mr. Shirley reſumed his government in New-England in Au- 


«, 


r 


- 
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1753. Tux. French, jealous. of the growth of the Engliſh-colonies, 

C07. were now. meditating all poſſible atts to diſtreſs them, and ex- 
The tend the limits of their own frontier; The marquis Du Queſre, 
French cs an enterprizing genius, was at this time inveſted with the ſu- 
8 preme command of New. France. Our provinces, were quick- 

5 ''Y ly alarmed by the French ſettlements, which he this year. be- 
OSS gan on the banks of the Ohio. Virginia, appearing more im- 1 
meſſige to me diately concerned, Mr. Dinwiddie “ wrote, on the giſt off 

the com- October, to the commandant of the French forces there, com- 
mandaut, plaining of ſundry late hoſtilities : and deſiring to know, by 
_  - "What: authority an armed force had marched from Canada, and 
invaded a territory indubitably the right of his Britannic Ma- 


fjeſty. M. jor Waſhington, a gentleman: of whom I ſhall. have 
occaſion in the ſequel to make honourable mention, was the 
beearer of this letter. He returned with an anſwer; from Monſ. | 
Legardeur -De St. Pierre, dated at the fort on Beef River, 
. | -— Pak IS P44 of. 107 0 D ellos 5 . - 41; 7 * 1 
ä Lieutenant Governcr of Virginia: © FEISS 
1 | VVV 15 


(89 


— 3 December, 1753; of which the following is an exact tranſlation : 


« #5 bave the honour to command here in chief, Mr. Waſhington 


75 « delivered me the letter, which you directed to the pb: of 
1 the French trocps. I ſhould have been pleaſed if you had given 


&« him orders, or if he himſelf had been diſpoſed, to vifit Canada and 


„ gur general; to whom, rather than to me, it properly appertains 


4 10 demonſtrate the reality of the King my maſter's rights to lands 


* © fluated along the Obio, and io diſpute the pretenſions of the King 
e Great Britain in that reſpe. \ 


« all immediately forward your letter to Monſ. Le Marquis 


% Da QAueſne. His anſwer ux ill be a law to me: and if be dis ect 
«© me to communicate it to you, I aſſure You, Sir, [ ſhall neplef# 


« netbing that may be neceſſary to convey it to you with expedition. 


% As ts the requifition you make (that I retire with the troops 
& Ander my command) I cannot believe myſelf under any obligation to 
« ſubmit to it. I am here, in virtue of my general's orders; and I 

„beg, Sir, you would not doubt 3 of my fixed reſolution ts 


« conform to them, with all the exattitude and fteadineſs bat might 


be expected from a better efficer. 
„do not know that, in the courſe of this campaign, any thing 


1959 


Cy hb 
It is an- 


{wered, : 


Fe 


&« bas paſſed that can be efteemed an at? of boſtility, or contrary to 


« the treaties ſubhi Hing between the two Crowns ; the continuation 
« 'of which is as intereſting and pleaſing to us, as it can be to 1he 


« Engliſh. If it bad been agreeable to you, Sir, in this reſpett, to 


% have made à particular detail of the facts which occaſion your com- 
% plaint, 1 ſp:uld have had the honour of anſwering you in the meſt 


&« to be ſatisfied. Fe 
I have taken particular care to receive Mr. Waſhington, with 
& all the diſtinction ſuitable to your dignity, and to his quality and 


4 great merit, 1 flatter myſelf that he will do me this juſtice, and 
f_ Join with. me in Heſuifying ibe profound reſpedt with which I am, 


+ GX Mg 


| IN Your moſt bumble and 
5 5 30 naß obedient Servant, 


: op Tegardeur De St. Pierre. 


explicit manner; and I am perſuaded you would have bad reaſon 


f 


0 


45 * : n en 16 other en your hone 


(1) 5 


1754. fs he receipt. « 4 this. reſolute; anſwer; Mr. Dingle * 


he Ie inſtaat complaint to the Court of Great Britain; and by alarming 
ao 5 ſpeeches laboured to rouze the Virginians into a vigotous oppoſis - 
aid to the tion. He wrote alſo to the neighbouring governors, importuning 
colonies, the aid of the other colonies, for, repelling the invaſion, and 
erecting. a fort at the confluence of the Ohio and Monongahela. 
An immediate junction in ſuch meaſures became abſalorg!y requiſite- 
for our common ſecurity. . But the celonies, alas | were ſunk into 
a profound lethergy 3 and, reſigned to ſtupidity and flumbering, | 
peared inſenſible of the threatning dadger. They contemned 
"I power of Canada; confided in the number of their inhabitants 
inattentive were they to the inconveniencies of an endleſs frontier; 
and in ſhort. intirely unacquainted with the ſituation of the inland 
country. The waters of the Ohio, before this period, were ſcarce 
| known, fave to a few Indian traders; and the generality deemed 
thoſe French fettle ments too remote to be the object of. dread, and 


— 


Dat they a matter of inſignificant moment. Accordingly, when application 


generally was made for ſuccours to Virginia, conformable to directions from 


— the miniſtry, ſome of our provincial Aſſemblies, particularly. thoſe 
felves, of Penſylvania ® and New-York **, feemed even to queſtion his 


Majeſty's title to the. lands. uſurped by the French. Others, to 
avoid their ſhare in the burden, framed the moſt trifling excuſes. 
New: Tork, however, voted 5000 l. currency in aid of Virginia 3 
which, conſidering her own e and, e ee een, 


— "99s ungene raus contribution. . 

| . 3 

| „ 5 1 ould not Az, that the 8 „ and fortifi 

"> cations on theOhio were within our limits, or his Majzit) 's domi-, 

- © nions, thereby NS.” an n to Pete un eee was regui⸗ 

e 8 N 4; „ 
n Gov. Morris“ 7 -meſſige- to the. eſl.mbly* 

of RE Ter & | 1 chen 22 New 3755+ 35 


B+. W pleaſed to com- 


19 a 


n i 


% municate tu us, that the French have built fort at a place callec 

* the French Creek, at a conſiderable diftance from the river Ohio, 
„Which may, but does not by any evidence or infer mation PAT to 
E us to be an e any of! his Majeſty” s colonies. 5 N 


. 8 5 3 e Laagel of the general :N:mbly to Lieut, Gon, 
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Tux Virginians nevertheleſs proceeded an their reſolution of 1754. 


- 


marching a body of troops to the protection of their frontiers: — 
and paſſed an act in February 17 5 4, for raiſing 10,000 1. and 3 
yoo men. The command was given to Col. Waſhington, a er Cel. 
Young gentleman of great bravery and diſtinguiſhed merit. Waſhing 
By his Mj«ity's. direction, two of the regular independent ten. | 
companies of foot at New-York, were ordered to the frontier. 
of that dominion. They imbarked for Virginia on board the 
Centaur man of war; which unfortunately did not ſail from 
” thence till the middle of June, and carried the money before 
mentioned to the | aſſiſtance of that colo. 


Col. Wasninerow began his march, at the head of his lit- Who had 
tle army, about the 1ſt of May. On the 28th he had a ſkir- a ſucceſs. 


miſh with the enemy, of whom ten were ſlain, and about twenty 2 Pin 


made priſoners. But this publick-ſpirited. officer ſoon experi- 
00 Y | . the enemy. | 
enced a reverſe of fortune. Waiting for further reinforce-. "7: 
ments, he was alarmed with an account, that goo French and . 


200 Indians were advancing from the Ohio ; who accordingly 

in two days after | came up, and an engagement immediate- 

ly enſued. Our troops were but a handful compared to the 

number of the enemy, conſiſting only of about three hun- 
dred effective men. After a vigorous reſiſtance for three hours, gut va. 
in which it was ſaid near two hundred of the French and their atterward 
Indian allies were ſlain ; Col. "Waſhington; obſerving the great ſubqued 
ſuperiority of the enemy, who now. began to hemm him in on b Bum 
all quarters, found himſelf under an abſolute. neceſſity of ſub- TP 
mitting to the W ares that were offered him “. . | 


* 7 
: 4 
* 


CJJJJJJJV%%VGV%%%%%%%%%%00 Doran CH BR ETON 
he terms of capitulativh granted | by Monſ. De Villier, captain" and 

© commander of the Infantry of his Moſt Chriftion Majeſty; to thoſe 
 'Enelifh rroops. afually in Fert Neceſſity, which is built on the land 
, , A TS HOY SNEEE 
A out intentions have never been to trouble the peace 2nd harmony which 1225 = 
reigns. between the tue princes ia amity, bur only, to tevenge ik af 7 

© Taffindticn which has been dene en ore cf eur cfligers, bearer of a Watic ng, 

das appears by his writing ; 29 alfo to hinder” any'eff#bIiſFment on the 
lands in the domjnions of the king my meſter ; upen theſe conſiderations, 

we. a1e willing to graft protection and favour "to al the Englith that 


ate in the ſaid fort, upcn the conditions hereafter mentioned DE 
TRY 3 — © "NR. 
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"4 12 5 
| 2 Is this action we wink thirty killed * fifty EW The 
5 1 90 — N were obſerved to be aſſiſted by a conſiderable number 
„ ol lodiass, who had been long in the Engliſh alliance: Not 
8 few of them were known to be Delawares, Sbawaneſe, and 
N * n. Ten On che —_— of. our SANs: _- fell 
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| ARTICLE "W 


We grant the En liſh commander, to retire with all his earrifin, and 
do return peaceably into his own country 5 and promiſe to hi der 
his receiving any inſults from us French, and to reſtrain, as much 
20 7 * * de in our power, the ſavages that are with us 
VVV ARTICLE II. Od, 
1 Thar the Engliſh be permitted to march our, and carry every thing 
„ "Nt . 3355 + w_ them, except the artillery, which we Keep. 


ARTICLE III. 


8 That we will allow the Engliſh al) the honours of war; and that 
= © they ſhall march out with drums beating, and with a ſwvel gun you 
JSM hat we ate willing to ſhew that we treat them as friends. | 


ARTICLE TY. 


13 " That as "Ys 2s the anticles are ſigned. by both parties, they Rake 
/ the Engliſh col. ses. | P 
5 . 15 5 : 3 | 1 _ ARTIC LE v. 1 ; 


HE EO bor e 498 of day, a detachment of the W gau 
— wille the garriſon. file cM, and take poſſe ſſion of the foit : And, as. 
FF Engliſh: have a few horſes or oxen, they are fiee to hide their 
eek.!rffects, and come and fearch for them when they have met their hoiſts 
Sy bt And that they may for this end have guardians in what mander 
> »* -  - * they pleaſe, upon condition that they wih give their word of honour, 
LOG not to work upon any building in tnis | or in any pait 
| this fide the mountains, during a year, to be accounted from this 
day. And as the Engliſh have now in their power an (ffir, evo 
| © -.. Cadets, and moſt of the priſoners made in the «f[affinatian, of Sieur 
x Deſamonville, that they promile to ſend them back to the Fort De 
Du Queſne, ſituate on the Pine River: And for the ſecwity of this 
article, as well as this treaty, Meſſ. Jacob Van Bracham and Robert 
Stobo both captains, ſhall be put as hoſtag”s, till rhe arrival of 
the Canadians and French above-mentioned, We oblige ourſelves, on 
dur ſide, to give an eſcart to tetuta in ſafety. thele two ſmerts; a 
. | Quplicate being made upon or of the poſt of out blockade. : . July . * 


1 1 They are called Wen by the Couthera 1 Indians: | A 
EE 4 ge eee RIS Þ 


& - * — 4 
; Ks » : 2 * ; 4 - . " — 3 5 Pp 5.5 
8 = 2 " ® 8 — ee” 5 
, 4 


— 


1 : ; . 
"TO =. 


LE A? a 6p” 


” - * F b 7 
o * . 
# * 


wp Dn 


at once to pillging the ee and. proviſions/z and not 1734. 


content with this, they afterwards ſhot ſome of the horſes and 
caitl*, and ſcalped two of he wounded T. „ 

- AcainsT this conduct, Col. Waſhington ni but 
all his arguments made but little impreſſion upon them. The 
Canadians delight in blood; and in barbarity exceed, if poſ- 
ſole, the very lavag*s themſclves. - Thus the: French remain- 
ed maſters of the ficid ; the Indians were riveted in their 
defection ; bis M j ſty's arms unſucceſsfui ; and our-frontiers 
expoſed, through hs: ill timed parſimony of the provinces. 
The enemy, on the other hand, wiſely improved the preſent 
advantage, and erected forts, to ſecure to themſelves the quiet 
poffeſſion of that fertile country. How evident then was the 
neceſſity of uniting the power of the Britiſh colonies / The 
expediency of a plan for that purpoſe. had been before con- 
ſidered. Some meaſures. ſeemed alſo abſolutely requiſite for 
Crt. our Indian intereſt, and preventing, their total de- 
clenſion. | 


"OE 


quencegof 
his deleat. 


Sen tend agreeable. to * Majeſty* s orders, the wk Grend 


of June was appointed for à grand congreſs of commiſſaries 


| from the ſeveral provinces, to be held. at Albany, as well to \ held 


treat . with the Six Nations, as to concert a ſcheme for a ge- 
neral union of the Britiſh colonies. Meſſengers had been diſ- 
Patched to the Indian caſtles j to requelt their attendance 
but they did not arrive till the latter end of the month 

and the Mohaws, who live but 40 miles diſtant, came in 
laſt. This occalioned various ſpeculations : ſome | imputed it 


* 
1 


I at 


to fear ; leſt the French, in their abſence, ſhould fall upon realen; 


- their: ene : Others to art. imagining that by exciting dur 
5 Jealouſy. of their wavering diſpoſition, at ſo critical a. juncture, 
they. more l en be, . Wu made them * * 


* 


1 Among 4 © jnfiadtions of the” 7 lt the deftrudimn of the 
de ctor's box ought not to be lorgot ten 5 by which means "Our: wounds 
ed were barbaroully dittielr WE 


3 >, e ' Se Cl. 3 letter of 12 July; 1754. | 
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175% 8 veral gererumentt; Not a few thought it an onrtifice of 
Meets, Bis. Mr. Johnſon's, who expecting to riſe into importance, from 
the reputation of a mighty influence over the Indians, kept 
5 WY mY them 'from a punctual attendance ; being very. confident of a 
publick requeſt co himſelf. from the commiſſioners, to go up, 
| and haſten their progreſs. -: There was the higheſt evidence of 
— he like piece of policy at an Indian treaty, during Mr. Clin- 
- ton's adminiſtration. The Indians however at length arrived, 
tho? fewer in number than was expected, or had been uſual 
on thoſe ſolemn occaſions, | Hendrick, a noted Mohawk fa- 
chem +, apologized for the delay of that canton, in a ſpeech 
to this effect. There was ( ſaid be) an interview laſt /all, 
. <6 between Col. Fobnſon and the ' Six Nations, at Onondaga. 
% Out brethren of the other nations r that his ſpecch 
te us was concerted by ithe Mihawks : We therefore come 
af, to prevent any ground for the repetition of ſuch flanders, 
ES 46 we the regard to * IF noc rd made as By Jour 
? 7 onour. | : „„ 
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C. 54 >! congreſs having been opened on;the -x8th: of June, 
one, were ready to treat with the Six Nations; and on the 29th, 
_ and hoy after ſettling diſputes between the eommitioners concetruing 
manked. rank and precedence, Mr. De Lancey, the Lieutenant Gver- 
5 nor of New Tork, addreſſed himſelf'in a ſpeech to the In- 
375 diang,. — On his right hand, were Meff. Murray and John- 
' fon; two of the council of New Vork; next to them, Meſſ. 
5 Wells, Hucchinſon, Chandler, Partridge, and Worthington, com- 
| 5 miſſionets from the Maſfachuſetts By Then the gentle men 
from New Hampshire, Meſſ. Wyburn, Atkinſon, Ware, and 
Sherburn : And laſt on that fide, Meſſ. Hopkins and Howard, 
commimoners of Rhbode-Ifland. On his left, were ſeated, 
| Meſft Chambers and Smith, two Gde. of bis Majeſty's coun- 
Fil for New York : Then the Connecticut commiſſioners, Licu- 
ES tenant Governor Pitkin, Major Wolcot, and Col. Williams : 
Alter them... Mel. Penn, Peters, Norris, and Frap klin, from 
Penſylvania: and laſt of all, Col. 3 and ce Barnes, 


from ne 123. A ran i , 2 wt 


72 2 ai 1 . 
ns H anxgio 
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* Tr treaty was conducted with great ann The Indians 
appeared well: pleated. wich the preſents from the ſeveral go- 


vernments 3 Which, compared to former donations, amounted ae 


to an immenſe value: But in their anſwer,” recriminated pin 
us the deſertion of our fort * at Saraghtoga the laſt War 


with the 


lamented the defenceleſs condition of our frontier city of A1. but Nane 
bany ; and extolled the better conduct of the FO, in 225 = Colle 
L 


tying and mum siag, ters: \arrilons.”” Ard , : 


* 5 Ta being diſmiſſed, the confibies were comics: 
till the 11th: of July. The: commiſſioners were, both for 'a- 
bilities and fortune, e of the moſt conſiderable men in 
North America. Tue ſp-:akers however were not many; 
but of thoſe WhO ſpoke, ſome delivered themfelves with in- 
gular. energy and eloquence. All were inflamed with a patriot- 
ſpirit, and the debates were nervous and pathetic. This aſ- 
ſembly, my Lord; might very properly be compared to one 
of the ancient Greek. conventions, for ſupporting their expi- 
ring liberty againſt the power of the Perſian empire, or that 


LEWIS of Greece, Philip of Macedon. In the concluſion, a plan a+ 
plan was concerted for a general union of the Britiſh colonies, union. 


and creating a common fund to detray all military expences; 
and a repreſentation of their preſent ſtate drawn up; which 
were agreed to be laid before the King's miniſters. Some 


3 


of the governments have nevertheleſs declared rhemſelves a- | 


verſe: to this ſcheme; though approved at the time by every Approved 
member of the congreſs, except Mr. De Lancey. Unaccoun- by all, ex- 
table was the conduct of this gentleman to ſeveral of the cept De 
provincial deputies. But thoſe who were beſt acquainted with Lancer, 


his character and love of ſway, aſcribed his averſion from the 
plan, to an apprehenſion, that ſhould the ſame take place, the 
ſupreme officer, who: agreeably to it was to pre ſide in the grand 
council: of deputies from the reſpective colonies, would moſt 
probably be the governor of the Maſſachuſetts Bay + An ap- 
prehenſion, which repreſſed his own alpiring views; and it was 
e ſtung him with ka ee ee 4 
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1 * Wien ei Ailbandig 0 of the forcils raiſed for the Canada . 5 
in 1746, and the aſſzmbly's diſinclination to garriſon, it, the fort, bx 


= of BL Clinton, Was burnt and 3 . 5 
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never engaged the publick atcention. till the time of Mr. Colby: | 


tat. Wis. the Lieutenant hn will appear, in the eburſe f 
dis letter, to bear a principal patt in our public tranſactions, 
W. cha 4 it will be neceſſary, before I proceed any farther, to preſent i” 
8% your Lordſhip with his picture at full length. Without an in- 

timate knowledge of that gentleman's hiſtory and genius, it 

ill be impoſſible to COMPrevend' his condut, or trace his action, 

to their genuine ſource. MET] F 
He is the eldeſt branch of one of the fieſt fanilies in the 
province: His father, a French refugee, a gentleman of diſtin- 
guiſhed rank in this city, and who here acquired a large for- 
tune, ſent him for his education to the Univerfity of Cam- 
bridge. He was a youth of prompt parts, and made a con- 
ſiderable progreſs in learning, eſpecially in the claſſics. In the 
year 1729 he was, by Governor Montgomery” s recommenda- 
tion, created one of his Mejeſty's (ouncil of New York ; but 


He became then very famous. With this governor he took 
part in moſt or all of his meaſures meaſures extremely 
arbitrary, and productive of an adminiſtration odious and tur- 
bulent. Colby, in return for his miniſterial. ſervices, loaded 
bim with farours. Depoſing Chief Juſtice Morris (the main 
obſtacle to his perilous projects ) he raiſed him to the firſt ſeat” 
on the bench t. But tho' his excellency had the diſpoſition of 
offices, he could by no means delegate the affections of the- _ 
Pe ple. Accordingiy, our politician was equally honoured and 
7 5 . def piſed. He enjoyed the imiles of the governor, | which loaded 
| 3 -f with the .curſes of the people; was careſſed by the for- 
mer, and by the latter abhorred. Coſby leaving a ſucteſſor 
| © capable of governing without a prompter, the chief juſtice found 
: it neceſſary to deface' the memory of his former conduct, by 
cultivating the arts of popularity. Mr, Clarke, who ſucceed- f 
ed g. being perfectly maſter of our conſtitution, a gentleman 
of experience and penetration, and intimately acquainted with 

the e of ho! e in a _ time ne all ot ro 
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ties ; and by reſtoring the public tranquility, rendered Mr. De 


Lancey's plodding abilities utterly uſeleſs. Hence he was at 
tull leiſure: to court the populace. Suddenly he became 


1754. 


transformed into a patriot ; and, ſtrange to relate ! without 


à ſingle act of patriotiſm. His uncommon. vivacity, with the 


ſemblance of affability and eaſe; his adroitneſs at a jeſt, with 


a ſhew of condeſcenſion to his inferiors, wonderfully facili- 
tated his progreſs. Theſe plauſible arts, together with his 


influence as Chief Juſtice, and a vaſt perſonal eſtate at uſe, 


all eonſpired to ſecure his popular triumph. To eſtabliſh ſuch 
an undue power, and amazing influence, would, in a Grecian 


commonwealth, have expoſed a man of leſs ambition and bet- 


ter principles to the oltraciſm. Mr. Clarke being ſuperſeded 
by Governor Clinton *, Mr. De Lancey was preſented with 


a freſh opportunity for the exhibition of his political genius. 


Mr. Clinton, a gentleman of but indifferent parts, wholly re- 
ſigned himſelf into his hands. Contenting himſelf with the 


title and ſalary of Governor, he left the ſole direction of af- 


fairs to his miniſter, who by virtue of his late acquired om- 


nipotence with the aſſembly, carried all his points, and even 
endeared him to the people. This intimacy ſubſiſted no longer 


than it was found conducive: to his deſigns. Having obtain- 


ed from Mr. Clinton a new: commiſſion for his office of Chief 


Juſtice during good behaviour 1; and flattering himſelf with the 
hopes of another, appointing him Lieut. Governor, through 
the | intereſt of his friends in England, he cared not how ſoon 


his excellency abdicated the province, nor how tempeſtuous 


he rendered his adminiſtration; and was therefore prepared 


for an open rupture. He no ſooner thought himſelf capable 


of acting independently of the governor, than like Sixtus Quin- 
tus, who threw aſide his cruthes the moment of his exalta- 
tion to the popedom, he put off all that humble devotion, by 
which he had ſo fatally deceived his too credulous maſter, and 
_ openly ſet himſelf at defiance againſt him. Now be began 


to diate, rather than adviſe : and inſtead of Sejanus, choſe 
to be Tiberius himſelf. Dining one day with Mr. Clinton, 


and inſiſting upon ſome favourite point with great imperiouſ- 


Mr. Clinton arrived 15 Govetnor, a2 Sept. 1743. 


— 
— 
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1754. nels, the ; Governor, who had hitherto very cordially ſuffered 
- WW> bimfſelf to de led, refuſed on this oecaſion to be driven. The 
Chief Juſtice then areſe and left him; declaring, with an 


bath, he would make his admisaiſtration uneaſy for the future: 
His Excellency replied, he might do his worſft. Thus they 
parted ; nor were ever afterwards reconcted.. This breach gave 


riſe to the contentions; which fo: unhappily imbroiled our pro- 


vincial affairs, during the remainder of his adminiſtration. The 


aſſembly were inſtantly zinflamed. He who before had been 


able to make them connive at very unjuſtifiable ſteps, could 


at once ſtir up an oppoſition to the moſt unexceptionable mea- 
ſures. Remonſtrances, warm and virulent, were now drawn 


up ; unworthy their own dignity to offer, and replete with 


the groſſeſt language to his Majeſty's repreſentative. Thus 


was formed againſt Mr. Clinton a powerful party, which ceaſed 


not, while he continued at the helm, to harraſs and perplex 


him. To ſuch an exorbitant length did they carry their op- 


poſition, as to throw off the reſtraint of humanity : They had 


even recourſe to force and violence. Nay, a partiſan of the 
Chief Juſtice, in defiance of the ſacred rights of the magiſtra- 


cy and the lau — to ſhew his reſentment; againſt Mr. Clin- 


ton and his adherents — aſſaulted the mayor; whipped the 
meriff ; damned the Governor; and ſtabbed his phy ſician. My 
Lord, we became the ſport and contempt of our ncighbours ; 
and it is beyond contradiction, that Mr. De Lancey, by blow- 
ug up the coals of contention, did the province more injury, 
chan de will be ever able to vepair. Nor is their any rraſom 


te doubt, that the enormous power of this gentle man, and the 


Ferment raiſed againſt Mr. Clinton, occaſianed the 2gth.. arti- 


tle of che king's inſtructions to Sir Danvers: Oſborn:,; which 


appears Pucpoſely calculated to render our future Governors 


independent on his influence over the affembly'; For a lar 


inchennite, müking proviſion for the ſalary allowed by the King 
to hid Goverhors; and competent ſalaries : to all judges, juſtices, 


and other neceſſary officers and: miniſters of government ——» 


doch a law, I ſay, would effectually render à Governor: inde- 


pendent of the afembly, and conſequrmtly. of any undue in- 


fuence in it. Nor without ſuch independence, or an abridgement 
of Mr. De Lancey's power, by reducing bim to his primitive 
| private ſation, do 1-ke'any probability ot the extinct n of. that | 
Ft 51 Ip 0, OW pots party- ſpirits. -, 
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injured. the publick weal of the colony. Mr. Clinton, being 
ſuperſeded by Sir Danvers Oſporn *, a gentleman of a moſt 
amiable moral character, retired into the country; from whence 
he propoſed to embark for Great Britain. The Chief Juſtice, 
notwithſtanding his long declared enmity, and unwearied in- 
duſtry to embarraſs his adminiſtration, had now —— the hu- 
mility, ſhall I call it? — to diſpatch a meſſenger to him, 


with deſign if poſſible to procure, an accommodation ꝛæͥꝛ n 


. 


in order to ſecure his favour in England, when he could no 


longer diſtreſs him in America. It were difficult to determine, 


whether this required a higher degree of aſſurance or ſervili- 


ty. But it is no uncommon thing, to behold the ſame per- 
ſon faſtidious and fawning, ſupercilious' and ſycophantie. Mr. 


Clinton, far from an implacable enemy, began to be ſoftened; 


when his lady (who if born among the Scythians, had been 
the Thaleſtris of antiquity) unravelling the ſecret, fruſtrated at 
once all expectations of a compoſition; and gave the plenipo- 
tentiary»ſuch a volley of invective againſt his conſtituent," as 


\ 


rendered all future overtures entirely hopeleſs. © 
T: B Sig f 1 $, * . 4 : "I $4 a 


Ox the death of Sir Danvers Oſborn +, equally unexpected His ap- 
and deplored, Mr. De Lancey publiſhed the commiſſion he had point- 
juſt received, appointing him Lieutenant Governor. He was ment to 
now to act a part intirely new, and demanding the full ex- ee 
ertion of yi political dexterity. In the firſt place, he had to 2d y- 
convince the miniſtry of his utmoſt efforts to carry the King's-tem cf 


inſtructions in the houſe of repreſentatives : And in the next, pclitics, 


in order to preſerve his popularity with the aſſembly, and not 
in. the moſt flagrant manner counteract his avowed principles, 


he was to ſatisfy them, that in reality he by no means ex- 


ected their compliance with them. To execute the former 
part of this plan — in his ſpeech of the 31ſt of October, 1733. 
to the council and general. aſſembly, he ſays, — *©-Yeu His 


will perceive, by the 39th article bis Majeſty's, inflrutti- f eech to 


„% on i Sir Danvers Oſborn, (copies of which I fall bere- thecoun- 
12 38 1 % 7 37 A , 1 7 e213 r | £38: wit?! 0 ni * 4 
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5 TVC 3 aſſembly. 

* Sir Danvers born arrived at New Tak the-7th of Oftcber, 1753. 

* This happened 2n the 12th of October, 1733. ELL e ape t” f 
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17584. ex th W 5% |) Jeu highly bit Majeſty is Apleaſedi at the" 
2 4 neglett f, and. contempt ſbewn to, bis royal commiſſion and inferuc-" 
„ 770ns, by your paſſing laws of ſo extraordinary a nature, and by 
«4. ſuch your. unwarrantable proceedings, particularly ſet forth in this 
« inſtruction Hence alſo bis Majeſty's royal pleaſure as to theſe 
« matters will appear, and what beexpetts from you. On this bead, 
«. J muſt obſerve to you, that by our excellent conſtitution the execu- 
1 dive power is lodged in the croun-: That all government 
it founded on a confidence, that- every per/on will diſcharge 
« the duty of bis ſtation. and if there ſheuld be any abuſe 
„f power, that the legal and regular courſe is to make ap- 
* lies to bis Majeſty, who having à paternal | tenderneſs for 
«. all bis ſubjefts, it always ready to bear and redreſs their 
4 grievances. c and then e Ang himſelf to the aſſembly 
in particular — 7 muſt: earneſtly preſs it. upon you, that in 
. © *:: preparing your bill for the ſupport of government," and other- 
publick ſervices, 'you.. pay 4 due regard to bis Majeſty's plea- 
6. 2 Signified: in bis infiruftions ; and frame tbem in ſuch” a+ 
„ manner, as when laid before me for my eus, may give 
f confitent with my duty 10 bis Majefty.. ** What think 
vou, my Lord ? could your favourite Garrick have perſonated 
= _- _ x Richard the Third in a livelier manner, than this gentleman 
5 =... real advocate. for tbe royal inſtruction? Could the 
man, who but a day or two before had intrigued with the 
„eder how-to elude that very ioſtruction; preſerve his: gra- - 
Vity, while acting ſuch-.a -tragi: comical - farce ? -— for that, 
my Lord, was the method in Which he performed the ſecond 
part of his, plan- As his Majeſty's repreſentative, he was ob- 
be to urge their campliance With ſeeming ſincerity and 
warmth — but as James De Lancey, Eſq; their old friend 
and beſt. * N walz mon, 4 hows! never oh 7 * 


. Ip ſu 


* N 


„ wn 1 che . inftcuAten + was dubli ned in” one of bur new papers; and ; 
4 4 meprinted in England. © The publicztion of it was thought to have 
been intended to excice the popular i clamaur ; and- it oceaſi med the 
| reſentment of the miniſtry. It is worth remarking, that copies of 
ſfeveral other inftrufins were expreſsly ordered. by his Majeſty ta 
' #”. > ho bad before the. greeri BE? no al en weite e n 
. e to this. ; 
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_ - MaTTrss/ being thus previouſly” adjuſted, the aſſembly in 173 
gie - Tm 3 : x 1754 
their addreſs ſt udiouſly avoid a: categorical anſwer with re 
ſpect to the indefinite ſupport: But to gratify his honour, and | 
dlacken the memory of Mr. Clinton, that he might not pre- 
jadice him in England, they make uſe. of this memorable e- 
vaſion On reading the zotb article of bis majeſty's in- Affm- 
C ſtrul ions to Sir Danvers Ofbarn, ' your | honour's immediate bly's evae* 
«predeceſſor, we are extremely | ſurpriſed to find, that the pub- "© anſ- 
„ic tranſaftions f ibis colony have been ſo maliciouſly miſre- "© 
4 preſented to our moſt gracious Sovereign. We can, Sir, with 
«truth and juſtice affirm, that his Majeſty bas not in bis do- 
„ minions a people more firmly, and that from principles of real 
«: 5ffettion, devoted to his perſon, family, and government, than ; 
«6. the inhabitants of this colony. And we are greatly at a loſs 
« to diſcover, in what inſtances, the peace and tranquility of the 
„ rolony have been diſturbed, or wherein order and government have + 
«6 been ſubverted. If the: courſe of juſtice has been obſtrufed, 
ö „ gr in any caſe per ver ted, it bas been by ihe direktion, or through © 
8 « tbe means, of Mr. Clinton late Governor of this province, who _ 
« ſent peremptory orders to the judges, clerk, and ſheriff of Ducheſs  _ 
« County, to ftay proceſs,' and ſtop the proceedings in ſeveral caſes Eo 
« of private" property, depending in that court; and who did, f 
4e. in other: counties, commiſſionate judges and juſtices of knows 
«© ill» characters, and extreme ignorance : One ſtood even preſent 


; « juſtice has in many caſes been partially, or very unduly ad- 


F «©. miniſtred. Top i 
LY WY ir el aro yr wort * | Tr BO Ea s" 5 N 1 oy 85 
| I I ſhall not trouble your Lordſhip with a vindication of Obferva. 
Mr. Clinton; but only obſerve — that the ſuits commenced ticns on 
7 in Ducheſs County were by deſetters againſt their captains T ; this ad- 
Idhat the governor, Who was no lawyer, aſſured the houſe, his e 
letters to the juſtices were written unadviſedly, and- wich pre- 
 cipitation 3 and that if any man was injured,' he would readily. 
1 Captains of the: levies raiſed for the Canada expedition in 1746. 


6 14228 
1754. compenſate his damages And as hs chloe. ehngpaintiog Ig- 
WAYS norant” juſtices; it lies with equal truth 1 againſt all, out gover- 
nos, (Mr. De Lancey himſelf not excepted ) who to influence 
elections, have gone into an unjuſtifiable practice of intruſting 
5 blank commiſſions with certain favourites in the reſpective coun- 
= _ -» © > ties, impowered to place and diſplace civil and military. officers 
WM a4atſꝗ their pleaſure; Theſe election jobbers are generally the court 
1 miembers in aſſembly: And decency, my Lord, ſhould have 
= induced them to ſtifle the ridiculous aſſertion, | that Mr. Clinton 
rewarded: a man for being perjured; as well as the more per- 
| tinent invective/ againſt the dangerous. uſage juſt mentioned, for 
Wl | 5 corrupting. the houſe of repreſentatives. But to diſgrace 
| 5 Mr. Clinton was expedient to the Licut. (Commits 5 _ hence 
„ 1 attach Men the former. 989493 7 39%, e eee eee 27 


— 
— 4 


| 12 ne d 
| Numercus * | Erin Ns 8 nen to the 8 the 
_ 1 preſs laboured with addreſſes; and the incenſe offered upon the 
| 8 _ to Occaſion, might have perfumed the whole temple of Delphos. 
tzbeicut. It was not enough, that, agreeable to antient uſage, he was 
Wl Governor preſented. with the compliments of public bodies alone. It was 
il | | neceſſary, from the number of addre ſſes, to diſplay his exten- 
| ; 1 ſive influence, and the univerſal joy — thereby, if poſſible; 
ul \ to lay the foundation of his continuance in the adminiſtration. 
| "I" Accordingly; the very militia" officers and ſuperviſors of Queen's 
= : County (a motley aſſemblage !) were made to groan out their 
| 33 | aſpirations: ar chis avſpicious event — ** Ob ! that" bis 
| | K+ e gracious "Majeſty would be pleaſed to confirm and fi you, for 


<a long time, in this exalted ſtatiun Never have I ſcen an 

5 inſignificant interjection more ipfignificantly employed. To fo 

3 | extravagant a pitch, my Lord, did this exuberant ardor arrive, 
that we at length found him clothed with an incommunica- 

ble attribute of the Deity himſelf — even his immutable moral 
rectitude. Theſe things in you, ( ſay tbey) are not ſo proper 
"by called virtues, 4 NATURAL ENDCWMENTS: © Zou will not, 
yo CANNOT 4% otherwiſe than you do. W ith ſuc h ſuſtian 
can ſome” men +44 oma 2 OE" by 1791 e 18 aps ee 

9 _ Whole nation deluded. 11 1 11,098 t oimigio 
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tance: with the: law ; which he acquired with incredible NY 1758. 
cation, to obliterate the indifferent figure he made, when” firſt WINE 


elevated to the chief ſeat on the bench, to ſerve the pur- 
poſes of Governor Coſby; Without the talents, he has all the 
ambition of a Ripperda. His thirſt after popularity, which in 
him is a mere engine of ſtate, hith almoſt baniſhed all public 


_ ſpirit ; and the triumphs of power occaſioned the exile of com- 


mog ſenſe. Apprehenſive' ot the diminotion of his own luſtre, 


his! jealouſy will not admit a competitor; but ſets him at mor- His jez · 
tal odds with a riſing independent ſpirit, leſt it be rewarded louſy. 


with popular favour, and thence reſult into popular intereſt 
in derogation of his own ſovereign influence. Hence, who- 
ever would accompliſh a patriot meaſure, muſt either obtain 
his leave; and then he arrogates to himſelf the merit due to its 
author; or carry it by mere ſtatagem, without which he may 
be ſure of a difappointment. In the latter caſe, he has gene- 
rally addreſs enough to be revenged on the projector, by ren- 
dering both him and his project univerſally odious, Some a- 
mong us ſee theſe arts; many ſuſpect them; few dare men- 
tion them ; and fewer [till oppoſe them. Thus a people, who 
would by no means be forcibly deprived: of their liberties, 
poſt into voluntary bondage: and they who would ſcorn a 


vaſſalage to the greateſt monarch, ire Außen to a dictator 


of their! wen creation. 2 2 | \ 
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ad provincial ns be is b nebst ub direfor, As 


chief juſtice, great is his intereſt in the coun ies: with, that 
intereſt he commands elections: with his ſway. in ele&ions fluences. 


he rules the aſſembly: and with his ſovereignty over the houſe 


controuls a governor.” His influence with the members of the 


aſſembly being the main ſource of his exorbitant power, never 
will he ſerve the Crown at the riſque of a diſſention with the 
houſe. He will only ſtand by a governor while at his de- 
votion, and ſtanding fair with the people; but in caſe of a 
ee inſtantly ſacrifice prerogative on the altar of popula- 
rity; His own intereſt is his Idol, and every thing eiſe made 
ſabſenvienc to procure it veneration and eſteem. The men Wh 
are his greateſt taotsgggre generally by »himfelf the moſt de- 
ſpiſed ; and ſometin{@reated with deſpite and inſult. If they 
. the lealt freedom of. reſentment ( which few of 1 

| ara 


ver ſal i In — 


| 15 "Is 24 e e 5 
1534. dare diſcover ), he can with a ſmile, or a Joke, or Apen 
ora bottle, at once diſſipate the ſtruggling reſolution, and re- 
duce them to their primitive obſequiouſneſs. By hints---» by 
threats and blandiſhments --- by emiſſaries --- by dark: inſinua- 
tions and private cabals, he is able to render any. meaſure hate- 
ful or popular --- to put down, or raiſe up, whom, when, and 
what he pleaſes. Nay, my Lord, 1 will venture to affirm 
and every man in the province muſt bear me teſtimony - 
that while his influence continues to be ſupported with his office 
of chief juſtice, no operation, in which this colony is dene eres 
can promiſe ſucceſs, ſhould this ptr -of: Pony - regent 
termined to obſtruct 1 


Reflzgi- | 8 it now be l Muſt not a. wan fo extremely 
omen po- x opular be neceſſarily poſſeſſed of eminent virtue, and warm- 
582 — ly devoted to the weal of the people, who  chidg*+cordially. re- 
ſound his fame, ſubmit» to his controul, and agree to adorn 
| his triumph ? The queſtion can only: come from 4 novice in 
hiſtory, and a ſtranger to mankind. In the judgment of your 
Lordſhip, who is deeply read in both, I am confident that po- 
-pularity is no indication of merit. With the deluded multi- 
tude the beſt men are often unpopular the moſt pernicious, 
extolled and adored- The people are ever ready to be be- 
witched, cheated, and enſlaved by a powerful crafty ſeducer : 
and, What is worſe, ever ready to ſacrifice whoever would diſ- 
. abuſe - and releaſe: them. The ſame ꝓeople who could without 
emotion behold a Sidney bleedit g in — ence of public liberty, 
could commit a riot in reſeuing a Sacheverel for — ſedi- 
tion and ſubverting the nation. Your Lordſhip remembers that 
Maſſanello, in the ſhort ſpace of ten days, was a poor fiſher- 
man, —- a popular incendiary, - a ſovereign viceroy,--- ſtrip» 
ped of his honours, --- treated like a malefactor,— knocked 
on the head, and thrown into a ditch. - Who, in agg was 
more popular than the peſtilent Claudius, except, perhaps, the 
more peſtilent Cataline? * Twas therefore well erved by the 
Protector Cromwell, that the very men who followed him ds 
a eclamations 8 tortents of 2 * with the lame der | 
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= _ thoſe mene the: leaſt e -of, at nieces i <dbng : 


vernment. He is: ſomething of a ſcholar, but a confuſed: rea- 
ſoner 3 and in his ſtile perplexed ; and in that uſefulleſt of all 
ſeiences, the knowlege of mankind, he is à mere novitiate 
without the latter, your Lordſhip. knows that other acquire 


animal 5 222 2 FH gentleman is fond of being eonſi- 


of uncommon application, and a good memory. By dint of 


and inventions of others 3 and, with the dam in the fable. 

| 1 in a *borrowed Brefs : 2 remarkable inftance of Which 

þ 4 ** b your n in "ie following anecdote 3 .as 
44 9 8 N 
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| i my Lord, 1 Fe preſented you with 2 raithful RE a 


trait of the Lieut. Governor of New York, who is to bear no * 


- (mall ſhare in the public affairs, of which 1 have the honour to 


tranſmit your Lordſhip an account 4 portrait, under which 
there had been no need of fixing a name to direct to the ori- 


„ 1 
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8 % ee theſe. ahaves; were. e at 1 Mr. Pownal, e 


brother to John Pownal, Eſq; one of the ſecretaries to the of Mr The 
Board of Trade, was upon the ſpot. This 


private ſecretary 3 though it Was imagined by many, he was 
deſigned to be an aſſiſtant to him in the exerciſe of the go 


— 


ments are comparatively of ſmall account, in the management 


_ of; public buſineſs. To be only learned, i is frequently to be 


vain, oſtentatious, and obſtinate; ſuch a one, in a word, aa 
Tertullian deſcribes the moſt downed among the heathens, „ an 


an important. liebt. Iaſatiable of praiſe, he can nut f . 
only ka himlelf/ flattered; but, what is more unaccountable 2 * 
in a man of tolerable ſenſe, can flatter himſelf. He is a perſonn 


induſtry, and an acceſs to the papers in the Plantation Board 
Office, he has acquired ſome. knowlege of American affairs: 


but ſo keen is his appetite: for promotion, that he cannot brobk 


the thoughts of a gradual ad vancement. He is for galloping 
ipto preferment : and ſo intent on the contemplation of his 


future grandeur, as to loſe all patience in earning it. Being 
more ſkilled in books than men, he is very abrupt in giving 


4 ſeholaſtic turn to convetſation, in order to diſplay his etudition. 
Ever ready to contradict : himſelf impatient of contradiction. 
But wonderful is his knack at-pluming . himſelf with the ſchemes 


CharaQeriſtic * 


f gentleman came ae ; 
over to America: with Sir Danvers Oſborn, in quality of his 


8 : 


- Manns of a 3 bes) S to be Ae 
1 conſijerable iufluence in the courſe of American! tranſaction. 
During the fitting of, the congreſs, it was 1carce poſſible to 
3 oo] prevent part of their ſentiments from tranſpiring. The ſcheme 
fſpecting of à naval armament on Lake Ontario, projected by Lieut. 
piece he Governor Clarke, before the late war; fubmutted to the then 
9 miniſtry 3 and now ftrongly pena by the commiſſi- 
©, oners of the Maſſachuſetts Bay ; by ſome means or other h. p- 
peneck to be hinted. without · daors. Mr. Pownal, intent upon 
45 wh AS D into ſignificance among the colonies, choſe not to flip 
= - fo favourable: an opportunity of diſtinguiſhing! himſelt, 2 he 
3 could now) lay hold of, from theſr whiſpered intelligenoes. 
= He ardordingiy drew up ſome looſe i ed propoſals, with. 
reſpect to American affairs. Among other trite ſentiments, he 
urged this: ſcheme as a new unthought-of meaſure, abfolutely 
teqjuiſite to ſreure the command, and preſerve the furr trade 
bbof thoſe inland ſeas. This he delivered to ſome of the mem- 
ders of the congreſs to be communicated and after wardꝭ tranſ-—ꝛ 
| mitted a copy to England +; challenging to himſelf the ſole 
merit of — the MY author of ſo mat _ et 
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was: the e was « held at Aly. "Me RB Skirtey;. 
ue ever jealous of French+ machinations, proceeded, at the head 
— dt? of about one thouſand men, to the river Kennebec ; and e- 
Aebeeer rected; forts, at convenient diſtances, to ſtop: the progreſs of 
the French on that quarter e e eee eee 
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VV 0 A Fad, this piece a 2885 York in Feb. 1756;. < 
N Tr ee an introduction, declaring, that copies of it were ſent: 
ER e the (miniſtry to the reſpeRive (governors af the colonies and 
5 Wo i the ſpring following, it was republiſedt with great oftenration, 
© d the E1elich, magazines. With reſpect te thoſe paris of it, Where 


. talks of Indian affairs, the 7 7 ſeem be en . 
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1 power erful affiſtance: from Great Bri, 6 to defeat he ambitious. 
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- On: the welcome ſncelligence= of 255 FE of "theſe. — 1735. 
| fentations 3 and while forces were expecting from England 
the two regiments of Shirley and Pepperel were ordered to 
| be: re-eſtabliſhed, and recruits were raiſing throꝰ the ſeveral go 
vernments, to form an army for e gd = h 1 © ne 
their late encroachments. eee eee | 
-155 v6} 07 HOLES 2 4 * 
Tas general aſfembly of the 1 Maſſachuſetts Bay being con» deli iens an 
8 with and the members ſworn to ſecrecy ; Mr. Shirley com- == 
| mynicated'to them a deſign of attacking Fort St. Frederic at 88 b 
Crown Point, the enſuing ſpring ; and his intention to appoint point. 
Col. Johnſon to the command of that expedition. The F 2 4008 | 
being approved” by the council and - repreſentatives of that pro- 
vince,” and the quotas ſettled, + commiſſioners were charged to 
the neighbouring governments, to ſollicit their concurrence and 
aid, ia the 1 reogrogme' hood ware as 5 „ 
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uner- theſe matters were in agitation, Mr. Pon: was at 15 
© Bofton, intending to fail from thence to England. He now. 
thought fit to change his reſolution 3 and Governor Shirley ho- 
noured him with the embaſſy to New York, for which place 
he ſet 6ut' the beginning of March. Some gentlemen of the 

council and aſſembly were commiſſioned, on the like l boy 
hi other es of New Jerf-y, Penſylvania, av; Es 
| Mi. Powe s proſpeſts of ſucceſs at New-York were at firſt DeLancey 

not very encouraging. De Larcey, + jealous of Shirley's riſing endea- 
reputation, appeared, with regard to the expedition recommend- vours to 
ed, extremely phlegmatic : and tho? artful enough to abſtain I ; 
from an open oppoſition, - he made uſe of Mr. Chambers as his cut ence 
tool in council, to obſtruct the concurrence of the legiſlature, of New 
At this time great animoſities were pievailing in the province, York. 
occaſioned. by a charter Juſt before granted. by Mr. De Lan- 
cey, conſtituting a college far the education of youth, vpon 
n foundation: which happened to enkindle the general diſguſt. 
The majority of the houſe, apprehending the loſs of their feats 
| on a * one they 2 it the leaſt aſſiſtance, 
f x. . 
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”” © 2756. Wand themſelves. obliged, ——— che" opular're- 


X ſentment. A gentleman of diſtinction, with:whom. Mr. 
a aviſed on the ſudject of his commilibi, thought it a pru- 
dlent ſtep to open his meſſuge in part, to thoſe members of 
dete aſſembly. who, on the above-mentioned account; were then 
2 Rp in the -oppoiiten,: Several, of the leading men were ſecured 
HEY hk” by this method : and when- the houſe met, ſuch a diſpoſition 
wein. appeared to join in the ſcheme propoſed, that it was beyond 
Mir. De Lancey's power to obſtruct it. Out of pique howe- 
ver to Mr. Shirley, to whom this expedition was ſolely com- 
mitted; he prevailed upon them to ſuſpend the execution of 
their vote, until General Weiden $ approbation was obtained: 
i ioned. a 1 
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© Braddock General nn * now | arrived in Vegi, i ane | 
_ Eonvenes expreſſes to the ſeveral governors to meet him, in order to a 
me gc» ęonſultation on the- buſineſs of the approaching Campaiggs = — 
— © vernars - 
Ang ſetties This convention was. opened on the. 14th of April“ „ at A. 
wens lexandia in Virginia. Here it appeared, that thro* miſrepre- 
nien, Afentations: from Virginia, the general was injeined to proceed im- 
mamediately to Fort Du Queſne. ' Thoſe who were well acquainted 
1 5 with the country, could not help obſetving, that a march from 
=. Potowmac, acrols the Allegheny mountains, muſt be attenged 
=o 2 | with, incredible difficuky, hazard, and expence =--= that the vis 
%%%  _  Cinity- of, New. Fork to- Canada. - its fort of Oſwego on Lake ü 
Ontario - together: with the. advantages of water carriage 


. rendered that province by far the fiiteſt theatre of action. Brad- 
3 dock's. orders were-nevertheleſs poſitive. For. the preſerva- 
A tion therefore of Oſwego, and the reduction of Niagara, it was 
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93448 102 . wis at . e e Ad been hails: Ae olis in Po 5 
at No = land. Nr. Shirley, who thro? the multiplicit Df ie” affaiis did not 
„Ai artive there till April. has been charged with delay ing Braddock's 
8 3 Lear theee weeks; tho! it is Botoriaus, th delay was occa- 
* 
Foned. the failure. of the. Virgivia contiaſt for the neceſſary ſup- 
e jes. The general wis afrerwa-ds obliged to enter into anew ene 
ry with Sehnen in beoſylvania; which was not compleated 8 ihe . 
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proceed to Lake Ontario, while General Braddock attack- 17555 
ed Fort Du Queſne · and the provincial troops, command - 
by General Johnſen, marched to inveſt Crown Poiunnr. =. | 


|. Tasse reſolutions; being taken, Mr. Shirley: began his journey $hirley 
| to Boſton, to prepare for the expedition under his immediate returns to- 
command; to forward that under Col. Johnſon , and to quicken Boſten, to 
the departure of the New England troops, now aſſembled b 5 — * Ws 
2 . 9 3 IS 1 . | | | ene 8 . 
his Majeſty's directions, for reducing the French ſettlements in Northern 
Nova Scotia. On his way, he ſpent ſome time in conference Expediti- 
with Col. Schuyler, a gentleman of fortune and courage, Who, ons. 
out of diſintereſted love to his country, was engaged to head 
a regiment: of goo men, raiſed and maintained by the province 
of New Jerſey. In New York, he was retarded a few days 
to conſult with General Johnſon, and remove ſome objeQions- 
made by Mr. De Lancey to the form of his commiſſion : ® | 
and in Connecticut, to haſten the aſſembling the troops of there 
. CC%%S%SCSV%%VVVVVVVVVVCc c 8 | 
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- © Mr. Johnſen had his commiſſion from the governors of the provinces» 


New York was to ſupply. 80 3 but thro' dhe delay oceaſioned by. 
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; command of the New York regiment,” he could in ten days taiſe tze 
whole number in this province, induced Mr. Shiky to oppoſe the ap. 


aas tequice the Teinforcemest cffeted, In conſequence of whicd z. 
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RE. (30. * 3 
| ag; Tu ay Siſparthes being Sen v the exped 
WAS Nova. Scotia under Col. Winſlow, Mir. Shirley, upon che 1 
val of the paymaſter for the northern diſtrict, returned to Ne 
1 be York ; and on the 4th of July failed for Albany, his own 

Foe Aba? Regiment having paſſed by 40 that * in r tran- 

| war on a few _— before. br e le wee, 0 of 
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Nov" © - Azouz. this tiene; ab candy ove: alles with aviverſl:5op; 5 
Scotig ret on the agreeable news that the New England troops were be- 
* come maſters ot Beau; ſejour and Bay. Verte, on the iſthmus of 
Nova Scotia ; whereby a new province was added te the Britin 
empire in America : and that a ſtrong fleet, under Admiral 
Boſcawen, lay before Loviſburgh,-t6 intercept the French n 1 
and which had alſo ſeized two of their war mcg) 1 'Lys ; 
1 de, and NE” them into Halifax. e ee 
. 8 1 2 7 . 3% 1H "5447 4 v4 (0s "©, 6.988 
| Biaddock a Prappock: Was now on bis. nch towärde the 
marches - Ohio, at the head of about 2200 men, in order to inveſt Fort 
_ From Fort Du Queſne, and drive the French from their encroachments on 
* the frontiers of Virginia and Penſylvania. From Fort Cumber- 
e, fand to Fot Du Queſne, the diſtance is not leis than 130 miles. 
„ addock began his march from the former on the icth. 
od June ; leaving the garriſon under the command of Col. Innes. 
Innumerable were the difficulties he had to a in a 
country) rugged, ,pattileſs,. and unkedo w, acroſ s the Allegheny : 
1 les. 
Prom the little meadows the army e ededd in two diviſions: 
At the head of the firſt, conſiſting of 1400 men, was the ge- 
neral himſelf, with the greateſt part of the ammutition and ar- 
tillery. The ſecond, with the proviſions, ſtores, and heavy bag- 
gage, was led by Col. Dunbar. Never was man more confi- 
dent of ſucceſs, than this brave, tho unfortunate” officer Be- 
5 1 advifed at the great meadows, . that the enemy expected 
4 e ara wy 3099. Ll re he ch on by forced 
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| "hx 360 . ns tte New: York freed PAR ddr 
. :  Incadent,for . Mir. Shirley adverſaries to incenle the pes pie of New 
7 York: againſt him ; to which pu / pole it vas induftriouſly applied 4 8 
*. tho? his conduct in that aiair was prudent and tationsl; ad tho! by a 
5 klepeated letters to Lieut Govethol De Lancey, he tock _— re- 
: move any — Ong. © at a Juncture to unſcaſcuable., Co | 


: DR ( 31 9 8 5 
märches, wich ſo Wurb uiipacch that he fatigue the boldier, 58. . 
weakened his horſes, and elt his ſecond diviſion near 40 miles 
in the rear. The enemy being not more than 200 ſtrong at 1 1 
their fort on the Ohio, gave no obſtruction to the march k — 
| our forces, till“ the memorable -gth- - of- uly mods} (fi day never | " 
© to be forgotten in the Annals of North America. - About noon © 
66 troops pa 3 the \Monagahela, and were then within ſeven 
miles of Fort Du Queſne. --- Unapprebenſive of the approach 
of an enemy. it once was the alarm given, by 4 quick and 
heavy fire upon the van guard, under Lieut. Col. Gage. Im- 
mediately the main body, in good order and high ſpirits, ad- 
vaneed to ſuſtain them. Orders were then given to halt, and 
form into batcalia; '© At this juncture the van falling back upon 
them, in great confuſion, a general panic ſeized the whole body 
of the ſoldiery ; and all attempts to rally them proved ut- 
terly ineffectual. The general and all che officers exerted their PAWS e 
utmoſt activity, to recover them from the univerſal ſur prize 
and diſorder: but equally deaf were they to intreaties and com- | 
mands. During this ſcene of confuſion, they expended their WT” 
amfonition in the wildeſt” and e moſt unmeaning fire. Some 9 
diſcharging their pieces on our o parties, who were advanced 
from the main body for the recovery of the cannon. After 
three hours ſpent in his melancholy ſituation, enduring a terrible 
donde from (it may be ſaid) an invifble ſoe, orders dere 
given to [ound a' retreat, © that the men might be brought to 
Boks the waggons. Theſe they. ſurrounded but a ſhort. ſpace 
of time: for the enemy's fire being again : warmly . renewed: 
from the front and left flank; the whole army eock to imm: 
diate flight; lea ing behind them all the- artillery, proviſions, BE OL 
amtmunition, baggage, military cheſt, together with the generals 1 
cabinet,” containing his inſtructions and other papers of conſe- 
quence. So great was the conſternation of 1 ſoldiers, that 
it Was impoſſible to ſtop their career, flying with the utmoſt "2 
precipitation three miles from the field ot action; where only; | EO 
: one hundred began to 74) a more ordefſy retreat. . F004 „ 


Win AT was the frengeh of tt 


e enemy, as Miterrs aac 
wa uncertain. ' According to Indian accounts, they: exceeded 


not 400, chiefly Indians: and whither any were flain, is ſtill 


to. to. be. Loubted, for few- were ſeen * our — being covered 2 
F ns VV 


dy ſt. dien e Greek ade vas the deſtruction 
7 en our, de, r. Numbers.) .of officers ſacrift d their lives. the 
 -- Gogular btavery. Extremely unfortunate was. the whole ſtaff. 
T - general, after having five horſes ſhot under him, received 

5 ound in his . luogs thro? his . arme ft which he died. 
nn four days. His Seeretary, eldeſt ſon of Major 0 
x Shirley, a gentleman of great accompliſhments,, by a thor, 0 
| x. oh _ the; head, was killed upon the ſpot. Mr. Orme. and Capt, 

3 "Mori. :a1d- de-: camps, were all vwounded. Of the AAth regi- 

8 ws, ment, Sir Peter Halket, Colonel, Was ſlain, with ſeveral other - 
Officers ; and Leut. Col. Ga e wounded. Lieyt. Col. Burton, 
of the 48th. regiment, was among the wounded ; and many 
£ llant officers periſhed in the field. ue ms ** Was abo 

ven hundred Alten: 008; wounded. Sf CIT 6, 1 Ni 0175: ey.” 
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caules this unhappy wars ha is. 


| To what ©, To What ito. be. FLY 
_— = bas be been matter of much inquiry and e . 4 
1 lenibed A charged the er 49, yen. ee the 
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1 ados, too vt wid in 8 

for negleQing, £0- cultivate. the 

offered. their aſſiſt ance; and Who, it is certain, had Ty 
of them preceded the army, would have ſeaſo nat y. diſcg ver d 
l © xhe.cocmy's. .ambulcade. ; Phe Virginian. rangers alſo, inftead of 
ft  ' being made to. ſerve as, regulars. in the ranks with the Engliſh 
- troops, ſhould have been employed as out- ſcouts. But this 
mien ſo necrſſary to guard againſt ſurprize, was 90 pohappily ö 
{ad _ ___ omitted, ; the whole ; army, according to the A 4% er . 
. . wee ae Je, An 1. 
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. Win me 1 party © joined ' the ſetont. viſion fon. 

miles mört of the place of action, the terror diſfuſed itſeſſ 

thto“ the Whole army. Your Lordſhip might naturally FN Fa 

1 hear, that Col. Dunbar then intrenched himieit, and called 

5 the neighbouring 'colonies for immediate reinforcements /; 

ns by: fuch à ftep the enemy might have been detained: at 

Fot Du Queſne, prevented from ravaging the frontiers, or 

throwing fuccburs into Niagara- But alas my Lord, an infa-. 
tuation ſeemed to accompany all our meaſures on the ſouthern 
quarter. Fearful of an unpurſuing foe, all the ammunition; 
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ting their flight, that Dunbar was actually obliged to ſend for 


ſhattered. remains of the Engliſh” toons, 2 Om | l. 
bn Ph Mr. Braddöck's unbappy a the 3 of 
| bis Miajefty”s forces in North America devolved upon MOR | 
| Stirley. 1 before acquainted your Lordſhip! of! h 
| Fon to New Fork, and depirtvve from ' thence c 
Where, he” arrived the "begitining. of Joly: = e 01. ao 
h LEFES 34 12 SY nao E fv. 
ba Riel my ar was the Sracd theatre of all che pre pa- 
rations for the northern expedition againſt Fort St. Frederick, _ 
| "well & that to the weſt ward for the reduction of Niagara. 
he general, 'on his arrival there, found not the former in the 
foreach he had reaſon to erpeck. - The provineials diſcon- 
' tended with the inactivity of a long encampment, Major Gene- 
ral Lyman was obliged to make ſhort marches,” to prevent their 
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villige of Shenectady, is land carriage, in a god waggon r 


* 


: 3 48 * 1 N 
1 * 4 * 2 Mt — 
4 3 1 1231 3 EP Py CS. r I t #3 £3 * 
| a 0 2 pay MP | £4 CA bt + $3 4% \ " £4 $3.8. SE TT 4 EY 
; a 2 7 * 464 0 - B * 4 3 # F 's r * 
; 2 7 4 


So 


und ſo much of the proviſions were deſtroyed, for accrllera- 


thirty Horſe loads of the latter, before he reached Fort Cum» 
| berlahd . where he arrived a very few 255 os” wich the ; 
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diſbanging 3; and the general was therefore detained awhile in Is detain- 
"that city, to. hinder ſo fatal an event. His own. troops” in the ed at Al 
mean time were filing off, in different divilione, YT She ane | 
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Ogo, along the accuttouita" route, is Temple tech to be 4. R 
"Wk 200 (ts weſt from Albany. * 705 firſt ſixtetn to the 2 
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| * Which! d in dry ſeaſons, is fo. mal for 
0 2 do turn dt, amd dran the 


* deyondrahe. Little Falls 3 all, the. wag b which the, cx 


- ſeaſons; In the laſt; fuo | 
| Gent, it is 'uſually bs. or eight * 
i ve enter a nero rivuler, called the. WES 
*-Jeads into the Oneida Lake, diſtagce forty ewiles:. | 
tho favourable, being ſhallow, and its banks covered _ 22 
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ſent in Hill ulvenle, and extremely "ſwift. 
5 or matter ge eeording,to the ary 
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coder was at: this. time! much obſtructed with . old. logs und 
allen LEES. The Onei 1 Lake 5 es from eaſt. do welt abopt 
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1 bf” Braddock's defeat reached that place. This Riruak!'a 


een, anti fled to their reſpective habitations. To engage the 
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1 0 vag fewer Wirebes 3s hain ea Due * | 
8 - the comtmencement of our preſent diſputes, the number Was ; 
ogineſiced to fifty. Eärly this ſpring $10 more were ordered 


apt and about che latter end af May, Capt: Bread(treet'arevved — © 
there with 200, 'befides' workmen to be employed in the navel n e 
preparations, purſuant to the ſcheme er "is oongrelyef box nut 


commiſſioners = Albany the alt ſommer. e menen e lt 
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Cort. Senvnk n-, New cg regiment ertbarkes in rugs dio Troops 


: Hons from Schenectady, t inning of July. Shirfey's, and proceed to 


Fepperell's were preparing to Fol low, when the melancholy news 2 


ral damp on the ſpirits of the ſoldiers, and many deferted; 
rat numbers of the battoe-men diſperſed themilelves into che 


3 of above half the fugitives, eq equally ineffectual were threats 

| omiſcs, Tewards pr puniſhments. ' The general, however 

fer ible” of the f importance of the fervice, purfued his march in 

cont every vexatious diſippointment, As he paſſed their eun- 
alled upon the Indians of the Six Nations at ſonie of 


er AK 410 ſent embaſſadors to the reſt; prefiing them ts 
Join him, with aſſürances of his protection. But they feemed sizNati. 


in general greatly diſinelined to our weſtern operations. Indian ons averſe 
affairs, had been too lol g neglected by the province of New to the Nie | 


Tork, to which the principal management ef them as always v ex- 


pedition, 


been committed. Neither the ſums allorred for prefents*o-thoſe 1nd why. 
_ fayages, were always by our governors fairly expended; nor the 


preſents themſelves honeſtly diſtribured. * And partly thro? re. 
peared. frauds, and the omiffion of proper” Wear to conciliate . 
their favour, our intereſt with them amounted 18 little more 
than à bare neutrality. Mr. Johnſon nevertheleſs pretending a 


mighty Anfluence over them, Was incrufted "with gob J. ſtet ling, 21 


in order to engage” their affiſtance for the gt nay bent fit. of his c aference 
Majeſty's ere For this purpoſe he held à congreſs with with 


| ſome of their principle fachems at "Mount Johnſon Fo oon after W 
his return moon Alexandria. | 
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T REY IRON e 9 „ 
8 "of 15 (669). 3 0 
| N 3 2 dus Lonbenir is pleaſed to init upon mV es * 
* 3 4 detail: of every. tranſattion, bau minute. ” ever, tbat 
e gen give am lebt inte the. more ſecret ſprings of pur political 
1 Alion. I ſhall therefore acquaint yout Lordſhip, that upon 
= Anectne the geheral's arrival. at. Albany, Mr. Johnſon. laid before him a 
=. 42 57 cop of the minutes of his late treaty with the Indians. . Theſe 
DS, Shirley, minutes, it feems, contained ſome unhandſome re fleclions upon, 
9 his excellency ; infinuating, that to treat ſeperately with them, 
be had employed. one Lydius, a perſon of not the moſt unex- 
e ceptionable character, either for loyalty. or integrity. The ſingle 
. 45 reaſon upon which the ſurmiſe could be founded was this... Ly= _ 
diaz, who, formerly lived near Lake George, and whoſe Indian 0 
Aaecgquaintance was very extenſive, had offered the general his aſ⸗ 
fiſtance, - in; procuring, the N of a number of them, on 
„ deſigaed expeditions. U pon which he wrote to Mr. John- 
io, intimating the pleaſure. it Sona give. him, if he could make 
: any uſe of this. man in his Myjelty* s ſervice, On delivering | 
thoſe minutes into the general's hands, W ſenſible of the 
infiaustion, told him, he intirely diſapproved the reflection they 
ſeemed to contain, and appeared aſhamed of its inſertion. Hav- 
ing..peruſed- the paper, 9 urley could. not avoid complaining of 
the ill uſage 5; Whil the other with ſolemn vows proteſted, he 
wies not privy. to. Ft, and: importuned him to return the minutes, 
tat be, might eraſe the obnoxious paſfage. The former confi- 
---» ded in the, fincerity of his . 7. aeg. a had * 
e reaſon. to diſtruſt WG Th: ado po 


„„ Tus, "neneral lad app nlied to-ofe Sbbts, 15 Ty near AL % 
| hany, mn had. a. confderable intereſt with the Indians of Stock- 
bridge He propoſed to him his railing, a company of them, 
- MHA); guard to; the battaes i in. their paſſage to Oſwego. Pri- 
Vately was this is man intimidated. from. the. undertaking, : and 
Mx. Johnſon, to. ioduge him to break thro' his. promiſes, of- 
* him « captain's commiſſion, could he engage an Indian com- 
BY: $0: MEVH HE: 9 1 1 en, 2 
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nels, | Beige, by . Achau alen Houffroouey MW BIN. the Wehe | 
FE . . e Bay, Lap the ag Parts of the ire 


0 9. a conduct ſo, af 


and county of Albany. 


the aſſembly from 
againſt the province fgr- ſervices and diſburſementa, now deter- 
mined. to fall. zin with, and: ſet him up, in competition with Shir- 
ley. Wraxal's poſt and dependance afforded a fine opportunity 


the Lieut. Governor. Your Lordſhip will no longer wonder at 


Inſtances: 1. Not an Indian Joined General Shirley at Schenecta - 5 
dy, agreeably to Mr. Johnſon's, poſitive, aſſurances; 2. Nor at 
' Either of the caſtles, in the five cantons, as he paſſed thro them 
to Oſwego: :, but, on the. contrary 3. 3, One Bant, an Onondaga 
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Pos: Loxpuiiy,. being already, informed of chis ES x 2666, pf 
| appointment, to the, command, of, fy 11 5 army, hy the, , 
intereſt of General, ar ie en kes have, r 
8 ay uograjeful; ;. .The.tecret, | 
ohaſgn, was never BY Re e ler 


my. 7555 was this, - M2 


bis ſenſe or penetration. He had now. for, bis aid: der cap. Capt. Faction 
e a man of art and genius, who a few years before had 8 


formed 

| d ", $2 
een. appointed fecretary, for: Indian affairs, and Clerk. of; the city- * 
overhor Clinton, had granted a com ial, and 


miſſion for the lattet 215 thoſe, offices, before the Gere Wraxal's {+5008 


ſign Wandel, A ſuit was there fore commenced, and 3s. ill, de- 


Pending between him, and the perſon in poſſeſſion. of the office £ 


 luſpended on the determination of a point of law. Upon this 
account, Wraxal became a humble dependant on Leut, Gover- 


not De LANCET, before whom, paleſs,ſup ſeded. in the chief com- 


: mand, 155 caſe myſt be determined, upon a writ of error: Tbe 


latter, 955 o had been 2 declared enemy to Johnſon, throughout 
the whole of Clinton's adminiſtration, and had even prevented. 
eee very equitable demand he had 


for the 8 and ſo Johnſon became ſtrongly attached to 


his. procuring all the Indians ke could prevail upon, to join A 


the provineijal troops under his, -n command 3. or at his at- 


5 tempts to excite others to embarraſs and obſtruct the peneral's 
deſigas upon the Lake Ontario. In ſupport of a charge fo heavy 


as; this, 1: think it incumbent upon me to aſſign the following 


- (three. of whoſe ſons were in Johnſon's. army ), at the head. f 
ſeveral other Indians, declared to. Mr. Shirley at Oſwego, that 

it was a Place. 0 trade. and peace ---, that there ſhould;be- ns 

war there an that he ſhould not diſturb the French . 


. ding that he Was going; with the, like me ſſage to Canada, The 


general having convinced: him, . that the expulſion, of the. French 
from their. maſk, s 88 5 th ase yanngs of the 
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beet olg k, aeipg pesched Fort Cumberland, pee an I: 
maſches A enges to Gefeta! Shirley, "with: an account with the de fea „„ 


2 Welphia. 


3 ag — 
7 ge e n oy 
2 85 . jenn che King's roo, cee ene Enna br Wein Salle. 
8. Ochers "alſo, fro *he" Seneca, Dacida,” and Cayuga cantdhs 


 CbHeutred in the like reports 8 particu auer Redhead, bo" 


Boe Ae of get Fane, and 4 Fever Witte hate N 
1 a to ohifon; Lame to Olwego;in his way to Ofivigatic of rte. 
| fd defired the cc HTH of alf 45 5 


_ with The lame requeſt He" was Yoikg co 
1 PLOTS Wat 5 LO] 2 
ee anficuley; Jai dere wege l 
led e ehr *attethpts, etrined t 

bb communicating, cut operations ts | 
_ fom theſe inſtances, berate mote and more luſpicious, that the 
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85 8 Re 
| general, 


3K 


et *ciideavotring* t6--cinhatraſs aid inh- | 


is mesſures. What Farther confirmed his Tuſpitidns, that 
che Letzt. Goverbor ef New Tork, with: that vie w, tiade Mr 8 
fon ns inſtfument, was A letter, Which after his arriyal at, 0 
ke teeekued trod the Hitter wherein he Juf tifted KEY ery a 
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and the 2 rr pore 9 85 troops Uhder his, Commands 
© uaitting h ver; with "tis intention of tharching 9 
t meeting uß orders at Shipper 
burg. esse ae ne Mf DibWiddie' wrote . 
_ Propefi f Tesa ürtefpt on Fert L Uueftje.' Hut a Count 
— being/thereypoii' hed; the members" öf which wer e Cl. Dunber, 


_Phikadelphinz 450 opes* © 


,* __ Leut. Col: Gage > Governor N Major Cha apman, d Jr 
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ue * held hes reins, 0 f government, aſſumed on Sir Dan: 1 

Ir 'Olborhe* $. deceaſe,” the. miniſtry, had ons to inſpe& his con- - 

F duct, r_ trace him thro* the mazy.. labyrinth _ of. His politics. 

rom oe came all their mee and hence undoubted- - 

Ty none in, LA, ou disfavour. Boring theſe golden days of 

ſe, he reſigned himſelf to pleaſurg, and indul- 

diſpolition to. Jute and eaſe. The 

1955 mean 8 was e governed by his ſe⸗ — — 
re the chief burden of the 


2 8 a malte e. | * 2 was moreover notably. abridg- Hispopus 
. We charter ns 47 by _ — : 


gs of cane were | aged to 5 in 7 it, ** 25 
"as it were, Pro aris. faces, Was "ext emely 
1 ieut, "Governor became, now "apprehen 8 1 
the the conſequence, He ſtood upon the point ol ref} igning his 8 
command to a ſucceſſor hourly expected 3 and, without” e „ 
gaining his ſeat © as chief Juſtice, his popularity appeared. de 
Nu from its "meridian : nor, in cafe of. a at folution W: 
de inſcptible his Authority . with the houſe muſt ſuffer 4 tot: 
edible? Four” Lordſhip cannot therefore but obſerve, 'of what 
moment it Ne to ſecure the friendſhip. of the next goverpor. 1 
Fermit me to mention the arts, whereby it was accompliſhed. 


ern Ne ET Hlanbx aifigdd in our fardous on the 2d of He frm 
September 1755. Thie council immediately convened. therhſclves the ear of. 
for his reception. In the midit of their conſulcations, Mr. O: his ſue- 
liver De 'Lancey, without leave of the board, bolts © into the ceſlor q 8 
chamber, and modeſtly interpoſes his advice, to ſend à meſſage | 
to Sir Chatles, requeſting his continuance in the ſhip, till the 
next morning. The reaſon” aſſigned wis, to gain time for 
drawing out the militia, to receive bis excellency at. Jane... 
ith he W . bonour due to his rank. But the true . 
. % W W e for the; Lieut, Wee . 
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* 15 Ries 55 Pains. iy this Ld, oſe allo they 1 rk ; 
9 : eihbly, and city cor} ofation, two elective bodies, and ej 
1 FED ider his infliicnce. | Of the latter, "Mr. Oliver De Lancey, as 
1  ,zn:/2 Mdermman, was à member 0 and, with true fraternal affection, 
3 Fe ed the” board de inſert in their addreſs a compliment 
1 0 Als brother. A modeſt motion, my. Eord ont ſo vehe- 
= mently urged, 181 it was catried, tho” net W out Tome op- 
3 fbi The burden of that - momentous. paſſage, , 9 08 
1 hich” the” whole had been jJjune and infipid, was difcha 
1 1 in theſe terms ** Ye have the greateſt reaſon to expert The 
=—_ \  |#* toltindation of that wife and Bappy adminiftration, we have bern 
_ CURL ore pt ite” Still greater was, Mr. De Lancey*; 8 
E er, th, the, aſſembly, as 1 have NES had the honour. lg 
Ae 25 75 1 But one 9 
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an thereby. a fair opportunity to ingroſe and eajole him. 


plain, 15 miles. on this. ſide. Crown Poict..z but that no works 
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v6 had Bere, f Sir. wwe Joould. have ended, were wwe not in jufice NAS 
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<<. your excellency's predeceſſor ibe Lieut. Gouernor ; whoſe up- 5 


4 right intentions, a far as we had opportunities. 'of a ones. 
ing them, ever tended to bis Majeſty's bonour and e A 1 8 . 
4 #he walfary, and vraberig of this. coli. 
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it neceſfar for vir Charles Day pra rt r to proces to 6s : 
cy tor oe the Lieut. Governor accompanied him, wil if 


all ſuſpend the relation of his ſucceſs, till I have laid before 


your Lordſhip. the eee of the e n. a their |: 
. of the French. 


: 5 | 5 3 


MIA jo Gan. 1 1 bo at. with the troops. to 
the Carrying- Place, about 60 miles from Albany, was Waiting 5 
the arrival of General Johnſon, who ſet out from thence on 1 


. $th of Auguſt, with the train of artillery. Lyman had 


begun a. fort at the landing, on the eaſt ſide of "Hudſon's 7 


River, now. called Fort Edward. About the latter end of the fort at 


month, Gen. Johnſon, with the main body, moved forward 14 the Ca- 


miles more northerly, and pitched his camp at the ſouth end of ryinz-" 


Lake George, before called St. Sacrament. By ſome Indians, Place. 
who had been ſent out as ſcouts, he received the 1e | 


vices : --- That they had_ diſcovered a party of French and 4 
Indians at Tinonderoge, ſituate on the iſthmus between the — 


north end of Lake George and the ſouthern part of Lake Cham- * 


were there thrown up. To have ſecured this paſs, which com- I 
manded the route to Crown Point thro? the Lake, had been 1 


a meaſure extremely adviſeable. Mr. Johnſon, informed-of its 
importance, on the iſt of September wrote to Gen. Shirley, 
that he was impatient to get up his battoes ; propoſing then 
te proceed with part of the troops, and ſeize upon that paſs. 


The French however took advantage of the delay, ants: cut out 


Fork - ge. for 8 at his own <ainp,” „ 


4, % 
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_— 110 
=» 2 5 o the i Reste which failed from Bteſt in he if ging, s Amoun- 8 
„„ ung to about” 3008, your Lordſhip ” Knows, + el The, © omp anies- 
_ were. taken with the Lys and Alcide men of wat, WHO ES. - 
E 5 25 With our fleet neh by. "Admiral Boſcawen. One thou» 
mind Were landed at. Louifbürgh ; and the reéfidue arrived at 
855 * with Monſ. de Vandreuil governor general of Cahada, 
5 = and Baron Dieſkau, commander of the. forces. The French 
uy 1 Court, well Ippriſed of the ſing ular conſequence Lof Oſweg 80, 
ALeſigas to had” determined to reduce T4 Sock being Ju -baron's inftruc- 
'.. rejuce tions, he immediately procecded to Montfeal; from whence 
Oſwego 3 he detached 700 of his troops up the river, intending himſelf 
| Ipeedily to join them with che remainder. Juſt before he had 
made the rf ants preparations, Montreal was alarmed with the 
news. of our forming 4a numerous army near Lake St. Sacra- 5 
1 met, for tlie 854 of Fort Frederic, and perhaps to pene- 
but is di- trate into the heart of Canada. Whereupon 2 grand council 
vVerted. being held, the baron was importuned to proceed thro“ Lake 
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| . Champlain, for the defence of that fortreſs :_nor was he with- 
1 1 Out great difficuky prevailed upon toy alter his intended ORG: 
1 „ Ain 3 4 5 | 12 


2 Dizsrav, having in vain waited the coming vp of our army, | 


—- At length reſolved himſelf to advance towards them; and if 
„ marches: he proved victorions, to deſolate our northern ſettlement, 1 
* e S thee: towns of Albany and Schenectady i in aſhes, and cut off 1 
= Paal dom munication with Ofwego- A dreadful reſolution, my Lord 2 
And had he ſucceeded 1 tremble at the thought --- had he 
=_. 1 fucceeded. But the fopreme Diſpoſer of events had not yet de- 
1 5 voted us to ruin; and therefore, like the counſels of Ackles 
=—_ _ Phiel, blaſted the fangoinary purpoſe.” . et 
| * 8 For: the Xecution of this deſign, "oY elibarkied' at wie Ste 
1 Frederic with 2000 men in battoes; and landed at the Sbdutk 
; 5 Bay . Of this movement, Gen. Johnſon had not the leaſt 
=_- Es till his ſcouts diſcovered their actual departure from 
1 . the South Bay towards Fort Edward. By an Engliſh: priſoner 
1 the baron was told that the Fort was defenceleſs, and our camp 
1 * the. rae when” he lelt i it a few 2 — wünhout 2. 5M 
=o ; * About. 16 miles from the n encampment. Vinay how 
Rc 8 *- | $a 6 ; g 2 \ ; 5 5 . . 


and deftirare of cannon, "a ef PE a two. chiles 17356. 
of Fort Edward, he opened his delign to his troops, gonſiſ- | 


animate his irregulars, who ſeemed. diſinelined to the attack pro- Ferfe to 


„ he aſſured them, that inevitable muſt be their ſucceſs · the attack — 


935 3 that on reducing this fort, the Engliſh camp muſt neceſſarily, of wad. | 
de abandoned, and their army difperſe in great diſorder — Fdwald. 

« that this would: enable them to ſubdue Albany; and by "1:2 

_ «ving-the garriſon” of Oſwego, ſuperadd. to their: conqueſt the 

_ «abſolute dominion of Ontario. With whatever intrepidity 

this harangue inſpired his European troops, the Canadians and 


' ſavages, fearful of our cannon, were utterly averſe to the ſeheme; 5 Then 


but declared their willingneſs to ſurprize our camp, where 1 = 
expected. nothing beyond muſquetry ſ. Thus diſappointed. inn 
his piincipalixieligny” an n ed his toute, and began to mowve 
| againſt the main body at the Lake. Gen. Johnſon, on the He mores: 
information of his ſcouts, had diſpatched | ſeparate meſſengers to »gainft 

| Fort Edward, with: advice of the; enemy's approach towards our camp. 

that garriſon 3;of which one was unfortunately intercepted : the 
reſt who got back, reported, that they had deſcried the enemy 

about four miles to the notthward of the fort. Inſtead of any 
attempt to diſcover the ſtrength of the guard left with their 
battoes at the South Bay, which might eaſily have been cut 

off, a council of war reſolved the next morning to detach 
1000 men, with ſome Indians, to fall upon, or, as Mr. Jann Ez 54 
expreſſes it in his letter to the ſeveral governors: to catch, 5 
the enemy in their retreat. On this ſervice commanded Col. 

Williams, a brave Officer, Who r met the baron within four miles 
of, our camp. : 

Ts Evgliſh, my Lord, were 3 on the banks of 
as George, being covered on either ſide by a low thick- - 
wooded ſwamp. After the march of the detachment, Gen. 
Johnſon - drew. up the cannon, then at 500 yards diſtance from 
the front. Trees were alſo felled to form ſome ſort of breaſt- 
work: and this was all his cover againſt an attack ; having 
en Arangely; e the nber retcenchments. e eee 
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ting of 60 militia, as many Indians, and 200 regulars. To pers =, : 


1 Our artillery was got vp to hs camp From Fort Edward but a SR 
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Ao a door alter Williams's! departure, à heavy Ste was 
3 „ wd ; which evidently approaching; Gen. Johnſon cndbedicithie 
n Heere . that dur "detachment was retreating: for the Fredch were 
ior in number, atnounting to about 1800. Upon this he 
ſent our” reinforcement to ſupport | them x which was. very 
een conducted on the drath of Williams, by Lieut. Co 
IJIjqðenel Whiting, a Connecticut officer, ho gained much applauſe 
0 = at the reduction of Louiſburgh. Gen. Johnſon informs the 
S governors; *©' Thar ubout half an hour after clevan the enemy 
= 2 N appeared in fight, and marched along the road in very regu+ 
«Jay order, direnly upon our center: That they made a ſmall 
4 Fall, abdut' 1 50 yards from the breaſt· work, when ile regular 
OD ar fh made be grand and center attack; while be Canads- 
e gs and" Indians Huatted and A perſed en our antes. This 
Halt was the barôf's Cüpital error: for, amidit the: Conſterna- 
tion at the camp, had he cloſely followed up the detachment, 
© He had eaſily forced their lines,” and gained a complete victory. 
. Fo a But by continuing for ſome time à platoon fire, — 4 little exe- 
| eution at that diſtanee, our men recovered - cheir ſpirits; A 
Loon as the artilſery © began! to play, Diefkau and his regulars 
Found themſelves totally — dy the militia and ſavages, 
Who all 'fkulked' inte the ſwamps, Hook to trees, and main- 
diane a ſEittered fire Tpot our flanks, for ſome time, with 
He is te Variable and intermitting brifkneſs. Having now no command 
=o pri- of any part of his army, except his handfuf of regulars, the 
N Baron thought proper to retire ; Which he did in very great 
diſorder. A party from the camp followed him, fell upon hi: 
© Fear, Uiſpetſed the remaining ſoldiers about him, and being 
? 2 imlelf wounded in the leg. was found reſting on a ftump, 
utterly abandoßed and deſtitute of ſudcour. Feeling for his 
watch, to ſurrender it, one of our men, ſuſpecting him in feurch 
ok a piſtel, poured a charge' thro* bis hips ; of which wound 
Re i > yet recovered. '* Upon his retreat, the militia and In- 
Aeͤilass retired in ſmall parties: and as the "Engliſh neglected to 
FTLontinue che e 'purſvir, they halted about four miles from the 
"EATS camp, at the very place where the -engagernent happened in 
. the morning. pM am their packs for refreſhment, they here 
oentred into conſultation, reſpecting a ſecond attack. Why the - 
enemy was not purſued, when their retreat became general, no 
colerable reaſon — ever TOS 1 * 3 and Mr. 1 ohnſon, | 
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. an r letter, ſeems: very artfully: to evade it. Nothing bowever 12667 
could be more fortunate: than the gallant behaviour of a patty ,? 
(conſiſting! of about 200, led by Capt. M Ginnes, who had behavior 

been detached from Fott Fdward, to the aſſiſtance of the main of wGin- 

body. They fell upon the French in the evening, put an end nes. 

0 . conſultations, and gave them à total overthrow. | 4 
M Ginnes died of the wounds he received in this -rencounter,  , _ 
_ «having ſignalized himſelf by a ſpirit and eg thats would - | . wc 8 

| have: done honour to a more exptrienerd office a4 

Ma. WraxArL; in his letter to the Lieut. . of, New 3 
- York; told him, he ſtood ſo near Gen, Johaſon, when the on Wraxe 

latter received his wound, that “ he thought he ſaw the ball 2!'s im- 
enter: Which curious piece of intelligence was obliterated ginaticne 
before its pubſication. I only mention this circumance- to con- | 

Vince our Lordſhip, that the moſt; iotrepid dier hat not 

5 W e fame preſence of mind. 7 

Ir the duſk” of the evening was to | far advanced, Delos 2 ; 
the repulſe at the Lake, for an imei urſuir (which by The ene- 
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\  :the way eduld- not be the caſe, - — Me es'8 encounter purſueds. 


was ſubſequent) yet the neglect of it the next — admits of no 

coloutäble apelogy. Mr. Lyman urged it with great warmth ß 
but the general, with moſt of the field officers, are accuſed ol 2 
an equal difinclination- Mr. Johnſon, to judge by bis letter, 
ſeemed well ſatisfied: with his eſcape, and determined with this. 
0m to cloſe the preſent campaign. It was probably to ayoid © 
the proſecution of the expedition, that he tranſmitted no account 
| df the battle to General Shirley; contenting himſelf with-requeſ-' 
ting Lieut. Governor Phipps to ſend a copy of his letter from 


* W . " 0 * 


Boſton, tho' his own ſituation was 200 miles nigher to Oſwego. 


The gentleman at Albany, to whom his diſpatches were in- 

truſted, ſuſpecting their contents, and conceiving their commu- 

nication to the gegeral. abſolutely neceſſary for his Majeſty's- 

ſervice, broke open the letter to Governor: Fine; and ſept: 

an expreſs with a copy to Oſwego. _ 

Tux Indians, during the whole of the engagement; ſome of The Het 

the Mohawks only excepted, retired: from the camp, waiting ans joined 

the event of the conflict at a convenient diſtance. Nor indeed was — in the- 

their aſſiſtance expected, by thoſe who knew their boaſted, fidelity in, 

Was a mere deluſion, and Mr. Johnſon's ſo much magnified - $2 
lence, what it has ſince appeared © to all men, the U 
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5 S declared aer ehe g e 

not to engage, ys to be witne antry 0 = 5 
NE in wt foes ve won the day, <qually. ready hadithey ⁵ 

* 5 50 5 dern Io fealp their brethren the 2 as now themeppeatet! 

. to" exerciſe erg brutal dexterity on the French. Moreover, 

—_ | they: came in à body to Albany, immediately. after the battle, 
und left on pretence of celebrating the ſucceſs of our arms, and to con- 
our army dole with: the widdws of thoſe: who fell in the action. Thi, 
| _, a} ſays one of Mr. Johnſon's encomiaſts, is their cuſtom; ſub- 
: Joining prophetically, that they were in a. fortnight, after their 
. departure to return to the camp. The ſayages, my Lotd, ob- 
ens of ſerve no ſuch cuſtom, fave on the concluſion of an enterprize; 
GT Dc - -whereas/this was ſcarcely commenced ? and as to their: return, 

eus notorieds they never did. Beſides, had the general the 
real intereſt pretended, would he not, for once, have induced 
5 them to poſtpone their triumphant feſtivity, and untimely can 
Jaolence, when theit preſence at the camp. would they teally 
flgüt, was of indiſpenfible neceſfity 3 and hiraſelf- in expeRation 
1 13 F a ſecond attack nor, by the ſtrain of his letter, eemp‚t 
5 ES Th from A little perturbation of mind? 9. (n 72. | 
- Major + Io render the luſtre of this gent leman's character ſtill more | 
Gen. Lys refulgent, by preventing any one's ſharing with him the glory 
* man da- of the day, a 2 cambined at the camp, and tramed a 
mueioulif jetter , impeaching Mr. Lyman, the ſecond in command, of 

3 ted one Cole, a fellom of 

N daſtardly carriage, which they procured one Cole, a W O 
„erde no reputation, to ſign, and convey: to the Preſs. A notable 

inſtance of the amazing latitude to which an invidious ſpirit i as 
Ts "_ 1 e So. true is the N 3  obſeruation, .. " | 
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85 For, ie in \ fealiry, n. no man, wy. Lord, OS. ih more mag. 3 
_ .. _- . . +nanimity, than the unfortunate object of their Jealouſy : and . 
gs: bs from bis * dis 1 Sale their malignity, as he 
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3 7 4% * 
rivalied:cheis.deified: idol, Theorenſsi hy this. much 
injured: officer. deferred his iindicatiang was fiet only. the diſgrace - . 
ful name of his calumniator, but becauſt he expected that Juſtice 
from the public; who accordingly;:4n te ſt i mot Of his Wexitz 
veſted him, the next campaign With the ſame important poſts 
But numbers of witneſſes eye witneſſes, utterly impartial, 
and not belonging eto the camp, are teac z zo epoſe, chat b 7 
them he was ſeen fighting - like: a lion, and expoſing his 11 1 
in the hotteſt of the battle not to mention a gentle man N e 
of undbubted veracity, to whom Sen. Johnson, two days Alter (ET 
the action, ' frankly; acknowleged: in his tent, that to Lyman - 
| was chieflyf to rants od bones Os the victory. - 218 1s 


Sf 442 0051 Trods Jo 3vo ( % fin ey own. ef m doe: 


I SHAME: how} my Lord, take the liberty; to make a few _ 
remar ks on. Mr. Johnſon's letter to the governors ; and exa- Remarks _ 
mine the reaſons aſſigned againſt. purſuing his advantage, 28 ſan Joho- WENT: 
well as thoſe alledged for not -ptbſecuting the,expecition. The ſons for: 
repulſe aof the Freneh delivered us from ſuch unſpe⸗kable cala : not pur- 
mity, naturally to abe apptehended from the enemy's ſucceſs. ſuing the 
that we have infinite rcaſon to thank the Go er Armas, moe» 
bor chus remarkably; reſcuing ds from the jaws ot; perdition. 155 his 
Nor ought we to mention either our officers, or: mens who \expeditix £5. 
4 generally: -behaved- as well as gopld be expected, without 3 1 555 
able tribute of gtatitude. But che general's/; own letter Will e 
enable me to convince; you,ꝭHLord ſhip, 0575 e e RE... 
. Tophics, ora ita: his) fame, erung bel f ü "0 


; he- was ever r to acknoplege and e 2 bus . 
N 175 . fant” redemitus tempora laurob oats eg 
71 i 0 veterem Anehiſem agnoſcit ad et wn a „ 


iy 1 letter he appears; 4 conſcious of - grin, Fog 

Fon, rather than applaple, that the latter part 9 bis e 
_ appirently, calculated. to divert all f cen into the W's FP 
| of his not. purſuing the enemy, ad. b reaking, vp. th & camp 


 Vichgus, paviog,.a Vit co Crown Point..." 4 Our men, le Wy 
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of SI * Dab %% us 18 115 mot garlutzt rote. 
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I can't help thinking, that had the general begun his breaſt». 
work more ſeaſonably; / and: not 3 for intelligence ot the 
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EY Engle ;nft@nee of an army rallying, after-the: laughter -of 
1000 men (his on computation) out of about 1800, the whole 
_ force of the enemy. And whence he conjectured they had any 


1 50 Þ * 
3 pos 


rr; ther goth affen and men: are. alma wor- jj 


Wes world ſhould: remain in the dark about the real grounds. of 
hep ſion," he proceeds-+>-- Ae enemy may rally; and 
age they have confiderable. tin orcemenis Hear: at hand. 


my Lord, whether 'the whole circle of hiſtory affords 


reinforcements? ſo near at hand, as not to be able to join their 
route detachment, ſtill remains one of thoſe arcana of ſtate, 
Whicb, by common underſtandings, is not to be fathomed : 

if the French econlifted of 200 grenadiers, 800 Canadians, 
N 700 Jndians' (the baron's account to the general) fo great 


n lee the chief command and influence over the Indians, 
hade reduced them to leſs than 800. From theſe, one would 


- more probiible was it, that for ſo momentous an enterprise as 


from Crown Point 


and Tinonderoge, where many 


dur army was NOW... Rude with. victory; the 


account, moſt principal dest, and many of their 


men, ſlain; the 1 7. by the death of St. Pierre, pro- 
ly. was vering and difipated. This, if fuch were the facts, was 


a lager portunity to diſpoſſeſs them 3 Ti inonderoge. But 
of is fortify, the the more arduous the 


ey were 
G 0 them, and the greater the loſs of our preſent 


* with * when” the effects of our 
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Ubeit arm 0 4 B67 the n 
e "upg-- guard: by * night; andi the- ret lie down! armed an ac- 


a daughter as is Pretended by the letter, with: the. Joſs Ve] the 
greateſt” part of the Principal officers and Monſc St. Pierre, 


Have /Unagined, there was no danger of a ſecond attack. Far 


enemy?s advancing, [before he ordered up his cannon, his men 5 
ud bien leſs fatigued* by by this redoubtable action. But leſt the 


Pd 


. n the forts before · mentioned, the French had) 


nvfiered' all the Forces they could 5 
of the regular troops were A 


_ poſted, N as they. went, unfurniſhed. with cannon. Add 


' 0 this, 
enemy, on the R difconcerted' ; and, according to his 


1 reſulting from their defeat and our ſucceſs. Beſides, | 
was there any probability of cheir return the next day, to re- 
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- 8 6 
8 W Hideg ben to bare dens e pretended) est - | 
n ) was ſtill o recent in their memories; and to the Inv wr: 80 
5 — even the firſt time, ſo viſibly; Kemendobs, 23 Brite ff ©; 
_ cautious general ſubjoins e unt 'think it either _— 
er ſaſe be ſending ont parties in ſearch V \the dead. [= 
agree, it had been more for his Majeſty” 8 ſervice to have 2 
dilpatched them in purſuit of the ling. After a thortipara- 
Kraph concerning the wounded, his panic returns -5-/:4 Iabint 
<< ve may. expe? ven :gbortly.- 4 — formidable tt. > 1 
More formidable than hat Why, than that of their "regu- EE 
im firing at a diſtance, and the Canadians and Indians run- 4 
| non away +. and bat the enemy will then come'with art. l 
ery. I wonder whither this gentleman expected to reduce 
1 Crown. Point without being expoſed to the French artillery. 55 
Bat whence this ſurmiſe of a more formidable attackkh he this 
not proper to communicate. It was well known, the whole _ 
force ſent from France amounted to about 3000: — chat of 
theſe, admiral Boſcawen tock eight companies, and 1000 were 
in gatriſon at Louiſbourgh. Admitting therefore that all the 
5 at Quebec, without any loſs, (a favourable con- 
ecſſion) the utmoſt amount that TN Canada was about 17 ᷑ ꝓ _  þ 
of which goo were at Cadaraqui : ſo that, without any allo wanette 
25 for thoſe killed at the * or in che + mock purſuit which + {| 
enſued, the whole number of regulars that arrived with Die - 3 
Kau, and could come againſt him, but little exceeded 11b09tt. 
The gentleman. proceeds --- be late Col. Williams bad be 1 
| * ground cleared for building a ſtoctaded fort: our men are ſo — 
. « o  barraſſed, and obliged to de upon warrhful duty, thut'I'think 
<= #t uud be bath unſeaſonable, und I fear in vain, to fer 'thim. | 
5 1% ar: wort upon the defigned fort. I difipn to order oy . 
% Hampſhire e rrginent up bere o reinforce 4 „ A #- Dede 5 = 
<<; ſome"of the \defegned teinforcements will ze with "#5[9n-@ffw  '-. || 
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„, at. ben theſe freſb *rrovps arriue, I ee A 
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EIS 
* The innen were 10 il. basel. 10 highty 3 thet- ** * e | 
© beyond all controverſy, no execution at all; rone of the dead being > 
| Obſerved to have been killed by cannon-ſhot ; but amongſt the 
by 00 — as 30 and 40 feet * they made 8098 and uſe- 
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* _=_ 4 Abel — as Bt 
* 22 2 7 deScit che "ſtrongett ſymptomsi of terror and 

alarm for, tig evident f this: ue he had now laid 

5 =o _ aſideralivickoughts:'of *profeetifing the:rexpedicisn," ſhould even 

fuccours arrive, Fand ini greater, gumbers than were neceffary. : 
All his puiffant purpoles terminated” now in "ſetting about 

ns ede . or, ud if indeed he thought Erba Point 

os egmable- by the 5army then under his command, above 
e e e eee andy C ehide it would be found 

_— the next year by dbuble the number: and if then attempted = 


thro“ andthet route, his grand fortreſs at the end: of the Lake | 


was abſolutely uſeleſ Nor would it prove any defence to the 
_ 2country: brtween Lake George and Hudſon's River, Wie the 

French alc eee, it by two other more uſual paſſages, = 
and Woad-Crec ; thro? the former of which 
sthey hach actually rtigrehed- to: his camp. And as to their for- 


 imwable-atrack: with artillory, » whenee could they bring it, but 2 


om Crown Faint And if they learnt: he intended, in the 
8 campaign, hothing beyond building a ſockaded: fort, 


1 | -#hat ver intelligence is ſufficient to induce chem ta attack 


the camp with cannon; againſt which, 1 am confident, his fort 
would e tug but a very indifferent ref ſtance. But, in reality, 
S twas moſt probable they would exert their efforts in ſtreng hing 2 
po N Point and Tinonderoge; the reduction of Which, for 
dot improving ouf ſucceſs at che camp, ill coſt us a vaſt. 
8 bee of blood and. uenſiden 8 Ot 7 72 ET & f 5 
& nen 00A br rr NG ONS . BERBER 


5 Pos my Conded: chis ents expedition. in erecl ing 


Keffec. e woaden fort x faulted: by Mr. Montreſo 3 and, I dare ſay, 


ems derided by the: enemy, So that if ever any man obtained 
and eon- zdaureiz without : t arniog chem; it Was this fortunate general ; 


duct of Who, aby the ſplendidurepr. tſentations of. dis ſceretary; and: the = 
this ge- gereign derreg of his patrons: exalted. into: an eminent herd. 
To the panegyrieal-pen of Mrs Wraxal,: and iche: fic volo ſic 
* — of Lieut, Gov. De Lancey, | is to be aſcribed that migh- 95 
reno wa „ which: echoed thro” the colonie 55 -reverberated. to Wi 
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2 capracious is- 1 nal fo: Fins of ſporting: with human 
e verus (T think it is Herodean tells 
the ſtory) when obliged to raiſe the ſiege of Atras, the only 
attempt in Which he had ever been, baffled, thought himſelf 
; conquered becauſe he did not conquer: but our hero, it ſeems, - 

is a conqueror, becauſe he was not conquered; When a ge- 


. x * 
KS 
= % F 


-neral finds himſelf attacked in bis camp, a very quaker me- _ 
thinks, would forget his principles, and follow, in ſpite of Har- 


elay and the meeting, the powerful dictates of nature's inceng- 


tive to ſelf defence. And did the valour of our warrior carry 

him an inch farther? Did he purſue an enemy, who by fly. 

ing, with the loſs of about zo men, exhibited a full proef 

of a moſt extraordinary puſilanimity ? Or, if his wound (which, 
5 conſidering zit was made by a ball viſible in its flight to his 

aid- de: camp, muſt have been very capacious J rendeted his per- 
ſonal purſuit impracticable; were any orders given to improve 
the fottune ot the day, and deſtroy a fugitive army Was 

not on the conttary, the noble ardor of thoſe who offered to 
: purſue, by poſitive orders repreſſed ; and à poltroon adverſary 
ſuffered to eſcape, whoſe recent cowardice promiſed a genera z 
laughter, and who, in their N n wings _ a aca 7 


HRS oo vitorious. arme 25: +: eie i en n 
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. are fats of inconteddible; — : dls Ts Why this: 


Londſhip: demands, whence then the accounts that ſix or eight 


ty, the enemy loft not above two hundred in all the; three en- icd. 
gagements, which is leſs than our own loſs) there is no other 
v ay of accounting for theſe glaring miſrepreſentations, than that 


* 


it ſuited our preſent ſyſtem of politics eo have this act ion ex- args 250 85 


aggerated and magnified. It was neceſſary to exalt Johnfon, 


in order to depreſs- Shirley, and they who had repreſented the fi 5 TX 


— fc againſt Crown Point of ſuch prodigious importance, 
thought it ad viſcable to render every thing important that:was - 


0 in that expedition, Every man among us knew it 
„ | e | l 


— 
- — 
er — - 


action was + 
hundred, nay a thouſand; fell before the camp (when, in reali- 5 red | 
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cenſured, attributed co is 
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| . of/- ye 3 may member ne . troops marches 


— head broke for offering to doubt it. It was notorious, not 
above 30 of the enemy were found ſlain at the camp z and 
that the reſt of the dead could neither fly into the air, nor dive 
into — 45 — 2 1 0 * che remainder ? To antici- 
pate: queſtion, leſt any ould have effrontery enough 
o ſtart 1c they were carried off by flying enemy, ough | 
tool to their heels to ſave their own tives ; and yet were ſo 
antious about their dead, as to carry them 1 Tn | 
HERE: 'contradifions are we obliged to delioe ell 


N 


| Naw to excuſe. this Favourite „ the Sin of not 
following his advantage, has been throne on Mr. Shirley, and 
poſitive directions. Beſides the abſurdity of 
tze accuſation, that he could be acceſſory to an omiſſion of this 
nature, it was abfolutely impoſſible for him to know whether 


Shirley 
abſurdly 


the enemy would at all risk an attack. Your Lordſhip will 


ET” — the general was then at leaſt 365 miles from the place ; 


of action, nor adviſed} of it till nine days after it happened. 
But when he received the intelligence, ſo far from directing to 
the inactivity of a merely defenſive conduct, that he diſpatch- 
ed repeated expreſſrs to Mr. Johnſon, urging him in the moſt 
Freſüng terms, to purſue che advantage already obtained ; and 

if unable to proceed in perſon, to commit the charge of the 
7 owns to Major Gen. Lyman: or, if he found it impracti- 
euble to inveſt Crown Ppint that ſeaſon, at leaſt to make him 
ſelf maſter, if poſſible, of the enemy's advanced poſt at Tinon- 
8 But all was ineffectual: the laurel being already ac- 
. | Enired, { fortane was nos” he. emma be pur to Ns 26. vetionre. 


Lord hip ib return to Omege, 
f here General Smiley arrived the 21ſt of Auguſt, and nen 
view een 2 nn in that a ere 4 DEE 


; CE 7 8 
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proceed- from Schenectady, with "ſcarce half the number of battoemen, 


et which" contratted- for che ſervice and theſe by frequent de- 


wegos fenions gradually decrealed. Hence che tranſportation of pro- 
ou 1325 was fo e Mg | 
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be” general, however. had, in the mean. time, ala. AS A 3 


2 neceſſary reparations for, the expedition to. Niagara: and as of war 
the arrival of a large convoy with, proviſions. was: then hourly, beld ther, 
expected, he held a council of war at his en on + the 18th 


yn Ons at Which were preſent 40 nn 1 
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ae Bradſtreet, Ad. t 
Lieut; Coh Mercer. Capt. Barford, 
Col, Schuler. on Broadley, Com. of the | 
Capt. Patten Weg- Sg t veſſels on * Lake. 
| N Litclehales, , Sys 


Tun an. 1 this Seil. chat thro? the, great FS The genes 


River, and the deſertion of, ſledgemen; at the Great Carrying- ſents the 
Place, the conveyance of provifioas and other | ſtores, had been; te off: 
ſo much retarded, that there had not been at any time ſinee — 


dis arrival, a ſufficient quantity of dry proviſions to enable him the couns 
to go. upon action : but as a large ſupply, would probably very eil of his 


oon arrive, he was determined to proceed immediately, Ile intelli- 


thought proper to inform them of his intelligence concerning Be. 
— and ſtrength of the enemy which was to. this 
purpoſe That — he left the — Catry- Place, two 
truſty Indians, with as many Albany traders, were ſent as ſpies 
to Niagara; who, after fourteen days abſence, W with 
an account · That the Indians had been wo days in the French 
fort- there, which was built partly of ſtone, but principally of 

logs, being in a weak and ruinous condition - that the gar- 
riſon conſiſted: of about 60 French and 100 Indians, who laid 

they had for ſome: time expected goo Indians and a quantity 
of — from Canada but were apprehenſive their veſſels were 
taken --- that letters came in frequently from Fort Du Queſne, 
whence alſo they expected a 4 reinforcement. The 

ſpies added, that the Indians were diſguſted at the diviſion of 
the ſpoils, on the defeat of General Braddock, and that the 
Breach. had __ 30 men in that n os -:< that they law 
an 
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3 battoemen, the ſcarcity, of waggons on the Mohawk ral repre» _ 
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many Eag! "Tealps; 1 large F oY 
W niture --- that the French?! ere 70 "or"! 80 large? battòes 
with which they intended to meet and board our veſſels: and this 


0 „ Artiele was confirmed by another Indian, who ſet out after the 


815 ebe and meet ng one” of Our row gallies, caution . the com⸗ 
mander alt a nearer” ä to Niagara. © IG Is 
JJC A UE 1 ew jo 115.4; - Digg” at So Pages 
„ er af": iufbr med — that anni 


elination to lay down the Hatchet ; and that others mote weſt⸗ 


e erly gave the like intimations; which had induced him to diſ- 


ers with belts of wampum, to. invite: them 


WY 


+ Patch) four meſſing 


. into our @llianeey or at feaſt wy engage” their neutrality:* - 83 


3 8 8 , ene 307: 
5 Veron the general's arrival at Ofwcgo, he thought it — 


e en T to procure intelligence from Frontenae; and for that pur poſe 
#2299! [cr fent out a party of hüte men and kunst who returned a- 


»«1 215 bdut the 8th 82 September, with information =- that they land- 
e ech upon an iſland, eu lie furlongs from the fort, from mhonte 
ates 596 they had a full view of ic that it Was built in a bay, near 


. 


"$6422 1:1; he edge of the Water, and farrounded by a ſtone wall; the 
400 33 345 „ 50 hehind it cleared; 98d; 
_ 21" that two veſſels, of about 40 tens each, lay moored in the 
0 Pr Harbour, unrigged, und: Without guns = that at ths; eaſt end 


ifing. na gradual acclivity - 


_ of the fort there” was a regular encampment, and ſix maiquis 
tteyts from the extent of®which! they imagined it contained a. 
bout 3 or 400 men: Upon the ſide of the bay, "oppoſite 
the fort, the land prejected about half a mile 7 betwern this 


_ three: quarters ofa! mile from the fort, inhabited by about twen- 


N ty Incfian families. The ſpies added, that there were ſeveral 
© Sthernad)zcent? lands: ; but they diſcoveted no battoes. His ex: 


ce ſteney farther acquainted the council, that an Indian that came 


and the iſland they were upon was another little iſland, about | 


Pet,” 17 had been with the Outawawas, who aſſiſted the French in 
detuuée action at Monongahela - that they had declared their in- 


do Oßwege about the time of bis arrival, and had left Fronte- 


nac nine days before; declared there were 30 French- witkin 


— 


e fort: g a2 
redn the ſurrounding) wall;wwhich' was: about ſix fret chick, 


25 Eb 5 and the enbampment + RR rats vi ſoldiers. Ehe 
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the. council, with the addition --- that there were two encamßꝰ 1755⁷ 
ments, one of Canadians, and the other of regulars, in a hal- 2 


wy low, indifcoverable from the iſland ; and that he was told, by 


the commandant,” of a much larger number of troops ex- 
pected with the general, lately arrived from France ; when 


I they propoſed to inveſt Oſwego. Gen. Johnſon's letter of 


the aſt of September, ſignifying, that his ſcouts informed Him 
of the departure of goo canoes to Frontenac, was alſo confider- 


ed: and from theſe articles of intelligence --- the account of the 
arrival of the French troops ·· the ſuſpenſion of all intercourſe 


between Frontenac and Niagara --- and their lying ſtill ſo long 
at the former; his excellency obſerved, it was not improbable 


their deſign might be to make a deſcent on Oſwego, if the 


; whole force proceeded on the expedition to Niagara, which was 


about 150 miles to the weſtward. ; and from whence, ' at that 


advanced ſeaſon, they could not return in leſs than go days. 
That this was the more probable; as Oſwego was of the greateſt 


importance for ſecuring the frontiers of the weſtern colonies, 


maintaining the Britiſh: dominion over the great lakes, and the 
country beyond the Apalachean mountains. He alſo took notice of 
the defenceleſs ſtate of Oſwego, which would render it neceſ- 
ſary to leave a ſtrong garriſon. there: that the number of ef- 


fectives at that time in the three regiments and independent com- 


panies, including ſerjeants and corporals, amounted to 1376; and 
that the irregulars, who were Albany men and Indians, procu- 
red by his own emiſſaries, con ſiſted only of 120. For the bet- 
ter ſecurity of the place, the general had ordered to be ps 
Vith all poſſible diſpatch, a ſtrong wooden fort, capable of moun- 
ting cannon, with pickets and a ditch, on a high point, com- 
manding the old fort on the eaſt ſide of the river. This he 


obſerved: was already begun, and would ſoon be compleatec?⸗ 
and that for the propoſed enterprize, he had built and equipped 


a. ſloop and ſchooner of ſixty tons each, two row-gallies, each 
of twenty tons, with eight whale- boat, each capable of carry- 
ing ſixteen men. He then informed them of his intention to 
embark for Niagara, as ſoon as the expected convoy arrived, 
with 600 regulars, including gunners and matroſſes, beſides the 


Albany and Indian irregulars, one 18 pounder, four 12 pounders, 
a ten- incl. mortar, a ſeven- inch hoyet, two royals, and five ſmall 


5 ſwiveb hoyets, the veſſels, W Bb and a competent 2 
. hat * ; f 0 : 
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550 Tus couneil, upon this een, were er of 
We opinion, in anſwer to the feveral queſtions propoſed, that the 
; = intended for the Niagara ition was ſufficient : but 
2 * to Oſwego, ſome imagined it would not be de- 
: 2 the majority, however, were of contrary ſentiments. 
All ul agreed, that a feint upon Frontenac, while his excellericy way 
gone to Niagara, Was by: no means ad viſeable. They univer- 
V cancurred in opinion, that a fort ought to be erected on 
| rg weſt; fide. of the old fort and that it would: be for his 
Majeſty 's ſervice to prepare materials for building one or more 
veſſels, larger than any of thoſe already upon the lake, capable 
5 mountiag ten 6 pounders, beſides Iwivols, two more rowe ; 
np end! a 100 good: whale· boats. 9 : 
 Preparn- Is ronſequence af this don: 600: regen: td - 
tions -to the, artillery. and ordnante · ſtores ſhipped on board the floop On- 
Proceed taxio, part of the:proviſions on board the ſloop Oſwego, and the 
Niagara reſidue 5 was ready for the row-gallies, 2 and battoes. 
expedition While theſe Preparations were making, the weather was extremely 
wit and tempeſtuous. The rains to fall fo: heavily on 
_ the: hof the month, that on the beſt choſen ground the tents 
of the ſoldiers were overwhelmed. As 400 of the troops muſt 
_ _- have gone in open boats, it was impoſſible to paſs the Jake with 
An ſafety, till the ſtorm abated 3 which was on the 26th of the 
month; when orders were immediately iſſued for the embarkation 
aof the troops : but theſe could not be carried into execution. 
Which. Tho the rains + ceaſed for à ſhort: ſpace of time, the weſtern 
© _ could net Winds began to blow with redoubled fury; and were again ſuc - 
d proſe- cgẽded by continual rains for thirteen days together. During 
1 3 this boiſterous weather, numbers fell ſick, whoſe tents were an in- 
1 — * ſuſſicient ſhelter - and the Indians, well acquainted with the cli- 
=: - the wes- mate, went off, declaring the ſeaſon too 5 advanced to admit: 


| of, an expedition upon the lake. 


os "Iv the midſt of theſs-dificulties titer: ont; | confiſting. 
council of of * . members who CE the laſt, was called on. _ Þ 


— 


3 ** 5 5 "# 41s » | | 2 . 5 = 
| ward: ſtate of affairs, and ſome of his lateſt advices; He ob- 17 ya; * 
ſerved as follows <-- That the preceeding day, eight — * 
were arrived, with 48 barrels of flour, and 1 3 of bread; ſo | 
that there was then 14 days full allowance of thoſe — of 
| proviſions for 2000, being the number then in his camp 
That he thought it neeeſſary to take with him 21,000 weight 
of bread and flour, which for 200 men, forty days, amaaed 
only to three-fourths of the uſual allowance --- that, in ſuch de; 
there would be left with the garriſon only 8000 weight of 
bread and flour, at half allowance for only 12 days: but, by 
advices received from the Carrying- Place and Mohawk River, 
be had the greateſt reaſon to expect ſuch a quantity of pro- 
viſions, in a few days, as would be à full ſupply for ſome a 
months -- that a party of men with two officers, in Whale- boats, 5 
ſent ſeven days before to Frontenac to diſcover the enemy*s mo- 
tions, were returned, with the following report That they 
went into the harbour, and ſaw the fort, which appeared 3 
a regular ſquare faced with ſtone, having four embraſures in 
the front --- that the encampment conſiſted of above 100 tents---n 
that two brigantines of about 40 tons each, and a ſmall ſloo pr 
lying then at anchor, were rigged, and the ſails of one of them Sazs Hh 
bent and a number of battoes lay near the walls of the fort. 
He communicated to them alſo a copy of the orders and inſtrue : 
tions given to the French regulars ſent thither; which were taken 
from baron Dieſkau, in the action at Lake George : whence it 
appeared, that ten companies of the Queen's battalion marched 
from Montreal to Cadaracqui, in two diviſions, upon the firſt 
and ſecond of Auguſt, together with 2 30 Canadians, exclufive 
of Indians : the number of men therefore at Frontenac, inclu- 
gut the garriſon, might amount to 1000 effectives, originally 
deſigned, as appears from thoſe papers, for an attack upon Of- 
wego. He farther took notice of the departure of ſome" of 7 
_ our Indians, and'their unanimous” opinion, that the attempt a- 3 fo 
gainſt Niagara could not ſucceed this ſeaſon: on Which account 
the remainder were reſolved to return to their reſpective caſtles 3 3 : 
giving nevertheleſs” the bigheſt aſſurances of heb willmgneſs to 
Join us in much greater numbers in the ſpring---that the Albany tra- 
dert were of the ſame opinion that the Battoes, tho? well adapted 
for the navigation ef ſmall rivers; could not live on the lake in 
| fuck. —_ weather as had continued for a fern s 
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years, declared it was commonly windy and wet, with ſew fair 
days intervening, during the fall. That it was beſides now 


impracticable for the veſſels and battoes to ſail in concert: and 


as- the veſſels and whale- boats would not contain all the ſupplies, 


* there was the utmoſt danger of ſpoiling that part of the pro- 


and ammunition, which muſt be conveyed in the bat- 


60% 3 in conſequence of which many of them might be cut off; 
it being. more than probable, from the weakneſs of their fort, 
the enemy would attack them on the lake --- that from the 
returns of the director and ſurgeons of the hoſpital, the number 


f. the ſick amounted to about 300, excluſive of officers ; Which 
tte imputed to the exceſſive rains, and want of barracks. His 
5 excellency iaforqed them, he propoſed the erection of barracks, 


' | Pes 4 SOC? MOL on the bike elt ok: the: alt en, e / 


Their 951 1 7 Dating: . my» „eee 1 conſidered : on 
nion, and the council of war prayed. leave to add to the general's repre- 
- Fes, 2% ſentation --- That Major Bradſtreet, ſince his reſidence. there, 
. 4 expe- Was perſuaded: 1650 Canadians had paſſed by from Cadaraqui 
dition, & to Niagata, for the Ohio; a great part of whom, thro' ſcarcity. 


Krengthen of proviſions, he conceived muſt then be upon their return to 
oruego. Canada z, and that a, conſiderable number of French traders go 
annually from Canada to Detroit, and other French ſettlements 


: to the» weſtward, who, at this ſeaſon, are generally upon their 
turn: - that their paſſage home is by the way of Niagara, 


as Jong as their proviſions: admit, for the defence of ſo im- 
pPortant a poſt. That there were then but few proper battoe- 
mien at Oſwego : nor could they be provided with a fufficient: 
number, as thoſe. who underſtood the management of battoes 
were chiefly employed in the tranſportation of proviſions from 
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e, it is very probable, they and all the French will tarry, 


i» _- - Scheneftady' to Oſwego, and from Albany to Lake George 3. 
mid chat the ſoldiers were unable to conduct them to We. | 
ide lake being eee ye days. in fix. 


r eounci my. Lord, was unanimouſiy to | 
yas] _ this. e That. . e of Ff. be nen ee; | 
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' tho! hourly expected, was by no means to be depended upon, 1755 
there being ſcalping parties in the neighbourhood 3 one of which, WW . 
ſince the laſt council of war, had actually killed three, and 
captivated two of the work-men employed in building the new 
fort on the eaſt ſide of the river: and the cutting off the 
battoes was the more to be apprehended, as the Indians in our 
alliance were now returning to their caſtles. Nor did they 
think it adviſeable to riſk the troops in battoes upon the lake, 
at ſo advanced a ſeaſon of the year. They approved his excel- 
lency's intention of raiſing barracks for the foldiers without de- 
lay ; and thought the fort on the eaſt fide of the Onon- 
daga River ought to be compleated as ſoon as poſſible; and 
again adviſed the erection of a work for mounting cannon on 
the eminence weſt of the old fort --- all which, in there opi- 
nion, could not be effected before the winter was too far ſet 
in, without employing the whole ſtrength then at the place. 
They were alſo unanimouſly and clearly of opinion, that his 
excellency ought to defer any attempt on Niagara or F rontenac, 


till the next ſpring; when they had great reaſon to expect 


the junction of a large body of the Six Nations, and ſome of 
the French allies, who had taken up the hatchet againſt the 
Engliſh, and were concerned on the banks of the Monongahela. 
Beſides, he might, in the enſuing campaign, have a greater 
number of troops, whale· boats inſtead of battoes, and a more pow- % 
erful naval force, which they conceived ought to be provided ». 
agai aſt the next ſpring. „ oo EE 
Tuis advice, my Lord, the general proceeded immedikely Which 
to carry into execution. Compleating the fort on thelipaſt vascarri- 
ſide of the river, was a matter of principal attention, becauſe d inte 
ſituated on a high point of land, at 100 yards diſtance from 1 
the Jake, commanding the ground round about it--- the old fort at 
450 yards diſtance --- and the entrance of the harbour. Its | 
circumference . was 800 feet; being built of logs from 20 to 30 
inches diameter, and the outer wall 14 feet high. Round it 
was to be a ditch 14 feet broad and 10 deep. Within, a 


ſcuare log houſe to overlook the walls, and barracks' for 300 


men. 7 This fort, called Ontario, was to mount 16 pieces of 
oannon. Another, called Oſwego, was immediately begun, upb n 
an eminence 430 yards weſt of the old fort. It was a ſquare 


of. 2% feet, with baſtions, and a rampart- of earth and maſonry |! 
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heh beſides: the Se was to FA 20 l chick, OE in 
ws on with a- ditch. 14 feet br and 10 deep. The barracks 
i in were to contain 200 men. This was to mount eight 
| Loa of cannon 4 being made the more defenſible, as it com- 
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Thagene-. Wann theſe. works were carrying on, ; the gente] GA 
ang #1 himſelf in a, neceſſary attention to Indian affairs. He laboured 
li ine to: eſtabliſh ſome of the principal Onondagas, who were thro* 
| India negligence become wavering ; and diſpatched meſſages to thoſe 


|  Þ our in- who were gone from us, and ſettled at Oſwegatie, and to the 


trreſt. Meſſaſagues and Chippawees on the North ſide of the Lake 
Ontario. Others were ſent to foment the diſſaffection of the 
Outawawas, diſguſted at the French partition of the plu nder, 

on Braddock s defeat. With the Senecas, the remoteſt From 

Hur ſettlements of all the five cantons, and therefore the moſt 
debauched by the French, he fucceeded ſo well, that they now 
Adiſmiſſed Joncaire, one of their emiſſaries, whoſe father had 
been long ſuffered to reſide among them, in ſpite of our re- 

; peated remonſtrances ; and was the chief preſerver of the fort 
At Niagara. | They alſo engaged to meet him, the next cam- 
But? _ Paign, with 100 of their warriors, and promiſed for the future 
dt0ͥo refuſe the aſſiſtance they had formerly given the French, in 

_ xranſporting. their furrs, Sick -horſes and ſleds, acroſs the Nia- 

gara Carrying-Place - as neceſſary there, as at any of our 

And re-.. portages between Schenectady and Oſwego. When nothing fur- 
turns to ther could be proſecuted, the general retired from Oſwego the 
. me 24th of October, leaving 700 men in garrifon, under the com- 
0 3 of Lieut. Col. Mercer 3 with © orders o continue the Soom | 


| Projected Tor n deines. V 


Havind, my gd. pe Tan ny” Ii: nts ous! un in 1 = 
e relation; of the proceeding in this quarter, 1 ſhall 
not trouble you with any reflections upon them. Tour Lord- 
ſhip has ſeen the inſurmountable difficulties attending this weſtern 
” and will doubtleſs approve our not -hazarding the 

f beach- loſs of Oſwego... That ſuch would have been the event, had 
ſigned to Mr. Shirley left the place about the beginning of October, was 
Fut off wiſely foreſeen, from the advices he had received : and baron 
| Olwego, | kau, as afcer the oats at Lake TOs ured a gen- 
og Wt tleman 3 
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ddeman 6f 6iftinAtion in che Wuly, Be queſtiebJ fot the En 
general would make himſelf maſter 8 Niagara; but that the 
French had half the forces he brought with him from Breſt, 


with a number of Canadians and Indians, at Frontenac, ready, 14 | 


8 on bis Were ee, to | inveſt! eee and cut © 


| ant: the —_— was at Ae FRY bis. tönt Rem 15 $irCharles 
Hard 

alls SR 
the milt- 
ia on a 


lake, forwarding the ſupplies for the garriſon at Ofwego ; pre- 


paring for the operations of the next campaign, and examining * 
into the ſtate of the troops arrived there under Col. Dunbar; the , 
city was alarmed by expreſſes from General- Johnſon, informing, falle a= 
that 8 or 9000 of the enemy were advancing towards him. lam 


Sir Charles Hardy, then at Albany, called in the militia : and. 
a detachment of the regular troops, with à train of artillery, 


held themſelves in readineſs to march at a moment's warning. 


j 


But another expreſs gave reaſon to believe thoſe apprehenſions. 


were ill-grounded, and General Johnſon's fears in ſome meaſure 
abated, It feems a few Indian ſcouts had diſcovered the tracks 


of a large army; but Capt. Rogers, the brave officer before- 
mentioned, came into the camp ſoon after them, and declared, 
the enemy were employed, as the general had predicted in . 


letter to Mr. Johnſon of the 19th of September, in throwing 


up works at Tinonderoge. Upon which, che militia were : dif. : 


milled: to their naſpeetivs habitations. 


Or the malignity of the New York faivn againſt the ge⸗ 
neral, I have already acquainted your Lordſhip - permit me 


to preſent you with another inſtance of the ſame ſpirit. A 


mercenary fcribbler, of whom I ſhall ſoon take more particular 


notice, is pleaſed to inform the public, that “ Col. Dunbar with 


<< his forces, were obliged ſix weeks to lie encamped at Albany. 


4 in the rain and ſnow, till barracks were built for them. That 
« they were entirely obliged to _—_ Charles Hardy, that they 


« got a ſtick of wood to bum. So (fays he) were our forces 


« diſpoled of. ** . 
- ALBANY, my Lord, is an old compact city, conſiſting of 
: 3 0 or 400 well- built houſes + and at about 16 miles N. W. from 
it, is the town of Schenectady, conſiſting of about 150 houſes, 


2 — en, far from * ——— the 8 countrx 


2 — Gt — —— _—_ —— 


33 - 


abounds, 1 proviſions; 3. and in, ſuch quarters; your Leda 
is ſenſible, his Majeſty's troops will not want neceſſaries ; eſpe- 
cially fuel, in a country covered with timber. Where then the 


8 1 that the forces, which conſiſted of 1200, would 


uffer in a poſt like this? As to the affair of barracks, my 
1 TRE there was a council held at New York, on the firſt of 


Wo when the news arrived of Col. Dunbar s retiring into 


Winter: quarters, after. Braddock's defeat. It was compoſed of 
Mr. De Lancey the Lieut. Governor, Meſſ. yy Aa, Ken- 
dedy, Murray, Holland, Chambers, and Smith ; and the opinion 
of that board then Was, That not only the King's forces to 


v1 6. the ſouthward, but. alſo thoſe. that could be [pared from Nova 
ape?” 4 Scotia, ſhould quarter near Albany, for any future operations. 

This reſolve Mr. De Lancey, tranſmitted to the general at Of- 
wege; and as Dunbar's, troops were ordered to Albany, for 


the defence of that Country,. and particularly to make a ſtand, 
in caſe. the provincials were defeated ; they had, methinke, the 
higheſt reaſon. to expect favour from the inhabitants, and the 
ſpecial countenance of the government, even had they been 
quartered upon them as uſual: and which at preſent is actually 


8 3 F4 


"the caſe, by expreſs orders of my Lord Loudon. The general, 
| I ſay, had no reaſon to expect, upon this head, any oppoſition 


from the civil magiſtrate. But Sir Charles Hardy: on his arrival 


8 at Albany; about the 26th of September, ſignified: to him by letter, 
his apprehenſions of uneaſineſs ariſing among the inhabitants 


ſhould the ſoldiers be quartered upon private families; and wiſhed 
to have his excellency's orders for building barracks, both there and 


at Schenectady; leſt his aſſembly ſhould not chuſe to put the pro- 
Vvince to that charge. He alſo expreſſed his hopes, if ſuch an expence 


was ſaved them, of their greater readineſs to raiſe more men, ſnould 
the ſervice require it, the next campaign. The general's anſwer: 
to this letter equally demonſtrated his integrity to the crown, 
and concern for the troops. | He. intimated his fears, that the 
conſtruQion, of barracks would be thought an extraordinary er- 
pence; but it being neceſſary for the ſervice, that Dunbar's, 
and the regiment of the late Sir Peter Halket, ſhould winter 


5 in Albany and Schenectady, he complied with Sir Charles's re- 


queſt; and de ſired him to provide barracks for thoſe regis 
ments with all poſſible diligence, that the troops on their ri 
in his enen, wicht not find themſeives deſtitute of quar- 

5 F 
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| ten To Alters the crown in the expence, he Farther took notice 1731 5. 
- Sir Charles, of the requeſt made by his own government for = 
drawing theſe troops to Albany --- that they would in a ſpecial | 
manner cover the frontier of New York --- be of ſervice toOlwego, | | 
in the enſuing ſpring --- and that the inhabitants would draw very | * 
large ſums from their reſidence amongſt them. Nor did he for- = 
get to recommend an imitation of the Maſſachuſetts Bay; who 
thought it reaſonable to erect barracks for his own regiment, tho? 
F they knew their continuance among them would be ſhort, deſtined 
4 as they were for the weſtern expedition. But that there might be 
no delay in building the barracks, ariſing from any doubt of the 
- nce being paid by the province of New York, Mr. Shirley 
ormed- Sir Charles, that if they would not, after theſe conſide- 
N take that expence on themſelves, he would defray it out 
of the contingent - money in the hands of the deputy pay - maſter. 
Thus, my Lord, if any ground for complaint of the want of 
barracks, Mr. Shirley tis clear was intirely unſenſurable : and 
if the troops, as this libeller informs us, did ſuffer in their tents,--- 
I ſubmit.it to your Lordſhip; whoſe province it was to have 
found them better quarters. But the fact is, that the barrackaõ 
were finiſhed, and the troops quartered in them before the firſt 
oh; December, fuel provided for them ſufficient for the winter, 
Aa uad all at the expence of the crown. | 
TD winter now approaching, commiſſioners were appointed | 
by the goyernments concerned in the Crown Point expedition, 
to aſcertain their reſpective quotas for garriſoning the forts E#ward _ 
and William- Henry, and diſbanding the reſt of the army. After 
this was compleated, the general and Sir Charles Hardy returned _ 
* to New York; where the former convened a grand congreſs of F 
; governors and field officers, to deliberate on a plan for the 
operations of the ſucceeding campaign. But before I enter upon 
their tranſact ions, I ſhall driefly lay before your Lordſhip thoſe © 
between Sir Charles Hardy and his aſſembly ; which was opened ; 
on the ſecond, and continued ſitting till the 23d of December, | 
I nave already obſerved, that the miniſtry, from the time of Tranfzct- 
Mr. Clinton's departure in 1733, had been ſolicitous about procu- ons in 
ring the conſent of our aſſembly to a law eſtabliſhing a permanent 3 | 
proviſion for the governor, and other neceſſary officers. When Sir sirchailes 
Danvers Oſborne arrived, he brought with him an inſtruction for Hardi ad 


"I 


81 . gas ä terms of n it Was apparent that the ARE 
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ccc 

v= 6. minifiry had it much at heart ; and Sir Danvers, before he left 
ug! Ar. E 

huis great popularity, would enable him to tarry it into enecution. 
This I had from a gentleman, to whom Sir Danvers opened 


himſelf, and whom he confulted before his embafkation for his 


| government. The gentleman is a perfor of the firſt figure in 
E _ - theſe, colonies; 3 and being acquainted with the ſyſtem of politics 
ST: in New- Totk, he informed Sir Danvers, that thoſe promiſes were 


dz no means to be depended upon: that Mr. De Lancey was 


— — 


ilinesepreſñibly jealous of his aſcendancy over the affembly,” who 
—  _-_ . were: utterly difiaclined to a perpetual ſopport: that he woold 
"Ip ain in no meaſures that wight weaken the confidence they repoſed- 
la bim: that as long as he maintained his influence in their couaſels, 
be would virtually be the governor of the province; and there-: 
fore upon the whole, his intereſt and ambition would infallibly 
lead him to keep every governor in a ſtate of dependence upon 
bim. Sir Danvers diſliked ſo difagreeable a prediction 3 and 
a many are of opinion, that its accompliſhment haſtened his un- 
» ___ _ happy fate. Excuſe me, my Lord, for troubling you with a 
| Brecdore Felation of facta, a little out of the ſtrict order of time. There 
e Sir is an anecdote of Sir Danvers, of which I would not have your 
- Danvers Lordſhip. uninformed.” He arrived here on the 7th. of October, 
Oboe, 1753, under very diſcouraging apprehenſions of the people ; and 
5 5 indeed not without reaſon, the oppoſition againſt Mr. Clinton 


e 
* 


and; was made to believe that Mr. De Lancey, by: means of 


having deen carried beyond all decorum. Governor Oſborue : 


commimon, thro* Mr. Clinton's abſence, remained 'unpubliſhed 
till che third day after his arrival. This is uſually done, firſt 
.._ - privately in the couneil- chamber; and immediately after, in the 
maoſt public manner at the city- hall. To wait on his excelleneß 
thither, Mr. Clinton came abroad; an aftoniſhing crowd being 
aſſembled at the Fort Gate, to attend the proceſſion. Mr. Clin- 
ton enemies were very aſſiduous in exciting the popular accla- 


mations ; and the huzzas of the mob were ſcarce intermitted for 


. . 4 moment. There appeared, in ſhort ſuch a profuſion of joy, 


a sccompanied with ſome indecent expreſſions reſpecting himlelf, _ 


d gave Mr. Clinton juſt reaſon. to ſuſpect more open iadignities. 


Hie therefore ſoon took his leave of Sir Danvers, who expreſſed 


dus diſpleaſure at the conduct of his enemies. This, my Lord, 


proved a day of general feſtivity and Bacchanalian frolic. In 
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the evening, the City was illuminated: the common blazed 
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with a great was the conſumption. Fe Mace und 2955; 

5 ae company rung with . againſt the late ———4 — 
5 being er in chief, who was charged as the ſole procurer of the © 
new inſtruction; an account of which could only have tranſpired ld 

from ſome of the council. Sir Danvers alone appeared unaffec- 
1 ted With our intemperate Tevels ; and on his countenance ſat 
a melancholly gloom.” He convened the council on Thurſday 
the e of the month; and prayed their ſentiments on the 
probability of of obtaining a permanent ſupport, according to his 
5 Inſtructions. 1 hat the point was unattainable, they all delivered 
as their unanimous opinion. He then required the ſolution of 
the ſame. queſtion. from each member fſeverally z and ſtill from ST 
each reccived_ the ſame reply. Upon this, he turned himſelf = 9 5 
about in apparent diſtreſs, uttered a deep figh, and reclinig 
1 bis head againſt a window, in a 1 7 accent ſaid., What 
5 « then. am .1.. come. hither for 7 The next morning Bu 5 
3 deſiſt. This inſtruction, as your Lordſhip will be pleaſe to 
recollect, remained unrevcked all the time of his — t ald 
tis natural to expect, that the people of this province were very 
inquiſitive whether it was continued to Governor HatGy---They- 
. were ſo. But Sir Charles did not follow the example of Mr. 
.De Lancey, i in laying, his inſtruct ions before the aſſembly. The © ''' 
article relative to the ſupport has undergone, as I am credibly . | 
informed, very few alterations, and thoſe only in the preamble. a f 
That it was in ſubſtance the ſame, is evident from his eech 1 
to the houſe, on the gd of December, at the opening ot that == 
Su His words are theſe: I an communded ly bis Mu- 
4. 7eſty to recommend in bis name without dilay, 10 eafoer of 'SirCharſes | 
.*% 4 proper law - to be paſſed, for ſettling @ permanent revenue =_—_—_ on = 
3 10 upon 4 ſolid foundation, for defraying the neceſſary and e abliſbed pe allem 
1 60 ; Charges of government; taking care that ſuch law be indefinite, bly. 
2 «  witbout limitation of tine; and that protifion l made therein | 
AM a: competent ſalary. to thè captain general and governo Mijn 
e of ibis bis Majeſtys province; and likewiſe for: compe- - 
"66 tent ſaleries to. all judges, juſtices, and ol ber neceſſary and uſual 
„een and miniſters of government :1 and alſo far a certam per- DE - 
© 6 manent fund, for repairing and maintaining the fort;ficatigns, 2: 20 
g 6 « for. making annual preſents to the: Indians, and fer % ⁵œ f. 
- « contingent expences- attending :; that ſervice : und in general; for 5 
25 = uc Ker tnt, a a as may 2 8 „ 
2 5 3 e 


** 


— 


* * Fu "52 
- 
"rg! : : 
4 ; 
7 o 
4 - 
4 
2 
- 
| . 


PE > 


- Their an. 


wet. 


2 


Xx 


Wd 


— a * * * * . a 1 2 * * * 4 e c * Ty 4 
\ — * f . 8 A \ Srl Yet: 
g L * Vs » f = 
* - 
9 , . ; 
6a % ; 
2 
- 


40 . beine The afferably.i in that dane ane A  juſtly- Peres 
ee ee for his activity in proceeding to Albany, and their 
approbation of the meaſures for Sarriſoning the frontiers, ſubjoin 
this emollient paragraph: We wiſh we could, with equal ſatis- 


faction, reconcile to ourſelves your excellercy's recommendation 


«© of an indefinite ſupport : but humbly beg leave to inform your 
0 excellency, that we Dove no permanent funds, on which to efta- 
4% bliſh ſuch à revenue; nor do any occur to us, without very 
46 apparent inconveniencies to our canflituents. We therefore moſt 
. bun hope we ſball Rand acquitted in the eyes of our met 


e oracious Sovereign, if we decline a meaſure ſo direftly © 


+. pofite to the ſentiments of almoſt every individual of the 1 5 
Me cannot leave tbis ſubjet?, without diſclaſing to your excellency 
ebe concern it gives us, that ibis his Majeſty's loyal colom, which 


. tbo” [mall in numbers, bas chearſully bore very beavy expences, and | 


i particularly ſupperted its gevernors,& other Micers of government, 
4 ing more liberal manner Iban moſt others on the continent, ſhould 
6 be requiſted to purſue meaſures bitberto untoten to it, whilſt the 


5 ret, neg witbout re are ** to praiſe the very. mea» 
_ ſures: denied to ui.” © 


Mu. CLI Ton, my Lord, "aſked of this ſame aſſembly only a 


Their 8 for five: years and it was refuſed with indignation and vi- 


haviour 
differente 
f.om what 


it was _ our Lordfhip 1 in accounting for this contradictory behaviour - 
W Olintos 
time, ff, 
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rulence. Sir Charles here demands much more ; and we ſee, that 


he: is anſwered with the moſt commendable decency, To help 


r. De Lancey. Was dent upon expelling that governer from the 
rovince : and to gain his point, continually fomented the quarrel 
2 himſelf excited. But Sir Charles was to be treated in a diffe- 

rent manner, and meaſures more lenient were to be purſued. An 
. aſcendancy. over him would enfure to his lieutenant many advan- 
tages ; and enable him to procure the governor* s aſſent 1 a bill, 


duo paying him à large ſum, now due for his falary and other per- 
N = while he had the chief command. He might indeed, 


— G 


us! ALS of: the _ of a — doth 


But durſt not paſs ſuch a bill himſelf, and therefore it was not of- 
fered. . Accordingly, the houfe, at their very next meeting, ſent 
up a hill to the council, on the 4th of February, 1756, for paying 
the debts of che government z in which he was a creditor for near 
- 4200 l. But of this 1 hall have occaſion to take more particular 
notice. Thus, my Lord, I will forfeit my honour, it, upon a 
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not end —— . conduò of the houſe, and the lacareft: of Mr. = 1773 
5 Lancey, for ten or fifceen Foun paſt, Ban, to e een . 
cel bY © . . 1 8 2 s 2 2 45 
Lr mn how take a view of the tranſactions in the und W Gran 
of war, which the general had convened at New York, for ſettling council of | 
z plan of the future operations. It was open d on the 12th of De- vu ae ; 
cember, and continued fitting for the ſpace of two days. Tho® the Nen fk ; 
invitation to ther erden was Univerta}, it confified only of theſe tor ſet- 


The. 


| members: 5 1 4 A "LIME £3 tling the 
a hw Exeellenty General Shirley, commander. in chief of all his fot 1756: 5 


 Mifty's forces in North America: 
His Excellency Sir Charles Hardy, Kuigkt, governor and « com- | 
mander 1 in chief of the province of New Tork: 0 
„ The Honourable Horatio Sharpe, lieut. governor and com- 
mander in chief of the province of Maryland © © ' © . 
The Honourable Robert Hunter Morris, heut. governor and 5 
commander in chief of the province of Pennſylvania : | 
The -Honovrable Thomas Fitch, governor and commander in 
chief — the colony mW Connecticut. W 
3 ns, Co RY eee S100» We 2 3 4 


+ Col. Peter & er: 
© Major Charles Craven: . 
Sir John St. Clair, deputy quanter-maſte general : Weiss 
5 abr John Rutherford. oy 
Aſter A0ſuting ſeveral points of me the members cock their ſeats 
in the order mentioned; and the peneral opened the conference, by 
5 laying before the council! the King's inſtructions to General Brad- ; 
dock. He then delivered his ſentiments to the board, to the fol- Th 
lowing purpoſe : bat our only entrance into Lake Ontario. was tal deli 
„ bre 58 Onondaga River to Oſuego. No other barbeur bad his vers his 


* Majefty upon that lake, capable of receiving veſſels of force : That ſentiments | 
« Ofwwego was ſituate in the country of the Onondag as, the centre cauncil ; 


« canton of the Six Nations, and famous for the furr trade: no o- 
d der mart could we booſt, for commerce cr correſpondence with 
1 thoſe numerous tribes of ſavages inhabiting the weſtern country, on 

«© tbe banks of the great lakes Erie, Huron, Mithigan, and the. 
40 many rivers which roll into them : That the Lake Ontario was 
«© only accefible to the Canadians, thro? the river Cadarac qui, fer- 

8 merly called by the French Fleuve | Iroquois : bat in 3 tate 
* . calculated to DE DEG. . exorbuant ved — / 


a. 
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eh 
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LEES $, renage,. with the dice 6s og and. a-jree * 1 thro! be 
"597 49" e 7; River, u * altpays be «hl to build and maintain 
E 5 be necaſſitated to ſuppert 4. naval armament + there, at,. leaſt equal 

0 that of the Frenth. Without this, they might annoy.any forts 
e tpuld ereft; at the. north-eaſt. end of the. paſi at Niagara 1 and 
co itſelf be loſt. The inevitable conſequence of which would . 
e, ue edtion of abe di Nations, the loſs. of the whole country 

for year 300 miles from ge to Sc bene ady, 2 perhaps the 
9 5 *%. fadudtion of Albany 1 %. -— The general added, That. aii the 
. French forts at Niagara, upon ibe lake Erie, and the river Obia, 

DDs ade pon lake Huron, at the; Streights of Ailſilimakinac, and 
5 > -- ao Take Michigon Bil] more wefterly,received all their ſupplies by 

2 -uater-carriage from Montreal, thro*-the River Ircquois, and the 
„W Ontario : That the French ſettlements at the mouth: of the 

. Myſiſippi furniſbed theſe northern garriſons, neither with provifi- 

on nor fores ; being not only at 2000 miles giftance, frem am f 

1 them, but embarraſſed with inſuperable difficulties, by\ alaboyious 
. navigation. d Fapid fiream: ”* Hence bis:excellency.concluded. 
: . "6 That could the French be diſledged from Frontenac and the little 
fert at Fronto, and their entrance into Lake Ontario obftrutted, 

A mY all heir other forts and feitlements:on the Qhio, and the & lt 

* kes, were deprived of ru, Jupgort frow canada. and muſt . 
F 25mm 4 brovibb air gd apy 
- and pro-  IPRESSED, my Lord. wich cheſe views, the general A 
poſes his 8s 4 plam of operations for the next year That 3000 men ſhould 

Fla ſet de very eatly aſſembled at Oſwego, and 4000 of them lent to at- 
"= 7 7 tack; Frontenac and La Gallette 3 which being reduced, anatempt 
mould be made upon the forts at Niagara, Pre que Ile, Rivigre au 
Beuf, Detroit and Miſſilimakinac: and that in the mean time, 
3000 provineial troops chould march from Will's Creek, for the 
deduction of Fort Du Queſne:: That a body of 10000 ſhould pro- 
cCceeed to Crow Roiat, build a fort there, and launch one or more 

6 5 aeſl-lsinto: Lake Champlain And chat the force of Canada might 

e kenber dini ed. be Propoſed, that ao men thould carry fire 
— Reply the ſcttit mente 2 
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to the River Chandiere, and proceed to its mouth, three miles 19557 | 
diiſtant from Quebec 3; and'by dividing themſelves in ſalt parties 
along the'banks of the river St. Lawrence, and deſtroying the feat. 
_ tered ſettlements there, keep that part of Cana a in continual alarms. © © 
H chen obſerved, that if the feveral attempts upon Crown 
ſteuted at the ſame time; very perij dus might be the conſecuences: 
Fuat if in pamicular, While Frontenac and Niagira were attacked. 
no attempt was made againſt Crown” Point, the whole force of ß 
> Canada would march to oppoſe us; which would defeat tb 
deſiga, and require ſo large a body of troops, as to render the 
tranſportation of neeeſſaries to Oſwego impracticable. So nume: 
tous an army might alfo mach' agiioſt Albany, as effectually 


to cut off the retteat of our forces, öt at leaſt totally obſtrug . 
their ſupplies: That fAibuld,” on the contrary, our whole ſtrengtn d 
be deſtined for Crown Point, and the weſtern operations neglected z 
Ofwegos the grand object of the French, was in the utmoſt dan 
ger of falling into their hands. A loſs irreparable and Beyond 
eſtimation The loſs'of the whole country down to Albany, 
with chat of the Six cenfederate Natiops ; and to the Frenee n 
the acquifition of an abſolute domimon on the lakes, and te 
whole ſouthern country Py. 6 5 «6633 ES 1 | : I NEED) 3 | e | 
Hin Exceiiixcy finiſhed, with informing the council of his 
late intelligetice — That the French were building three large LD 
veſſels, of ſuperior force to outs, in the harbour of Frontenac? 
and upon the Whole prayed” their advice. © 
Ara ſo well digeſted, and fo clearly ſtated, required but Which 
little conſideration; and accordingly it was in the main unani- was 1 
Af OO Tv nt WOE RE ids: 
otrdets for building three or more veſſels at Oſwego. They little alte 
| were'iof opinion, that 16,000 men were neceſſary for the Crown rations. 
Point expedition, and 600 for that on Lake Ontario. Ihle 
ttempt againſt Fort Du Queſne, by the weſtern governments, 
. tas thought would anſwer very good purpoſes, eſpecially in 
ſecuring the fidelity of the weſtern Indians. The feint againſt 
| Quebec was approved, if it interfered not with the other expe- 
ditions. The operations on Lake Ontario, they conceived ought” 
to begin with the attack on Frontenac · and upon the whole, 
were of opinion · that an additional number of regular troops 0 
| Muysſty's. rights and dominions on the continent. In - 
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eiue offence to the eneral 3 


Tux council having finiſhed their | buſineſs, ag governors en 
S alter returned. to their. reſpective Provinces... But the 

T continued bis head quarters at New York, till the 21ſt of * 
oge uary, to Pay tracer an expedition againſt Tinonderoge, this winter: 


-a- freſh. To hanee, 'of the: unwearied and il-natured induſtry; of 8 


- . oppoſers of Which, becauſe important in its conſequences, I 
Thecabil ſhall give your Lordſhip an ample detail. The principal agents 


ge eneral were Mef]. De Lancey and Pownal, who now formed a kind of 
_ quumvirate, to perplex the ſervice, in order to ruin the general. 
Without queſtion, my Lord, you are as much ſurprizeds after 


==. — what has already been ſaid concerning theſe gentlemen, to find 


Mr. Powpal among the general's enemies, as you would have 

been had I told you that Mr. De Lancey was not. I-am ſen- 

ible, chat a perſon of your Lordſhip's high ſenſe of hondur, 

= reeolleft Mr. "bicley! 's: fayours to him-at Boſton; and think: 

it incredible to find. him in the catalogue of thoſe combined 
oft; his benefactor. Butiit is a ſhining remark of Tacitus , 

2 E hat. benefits are only ſo far acceptable, as it ſeems poſſible 


8 Np = to diſcharge them; and that when they have exceeded all 


4. retaliation, hatred is returned for gratitude. Mr. Pownal, 
hay was ambitious of recommending himfelf to 3 certain noble 
Lord in England, by furniſhing him with American intelligence, 
x. — could by no means his being abſent from the ;congrels:. 
Alexandria, in the ſpring of the preſent Jesr. He earneſtiy 
"ought an introduction to General 1 Mr. Shirley 
Z" hoy 25 did the office with great politeneſs. He was then juſt: informed 
pf his appointment 1 lieut. governor. of New Jerſey, and on 


©» ©, That account pte ſſed for an admiſſion into the council. Mr. 


* Shirley, i in a very genteel pn declined à taſlæ, which might 1 | 
if any. reſolution tranſpired, 
. _ draw; himſelf"; into a hate · rt Vir. Pownal, being a ſtranger 
tz that diffidence and modeſiy, ſo. ſuitable to his years and in- 
ecxperience, became from. this moment diſguſted, and was ſeldom _ 
2 weak cen amongſt that N e man's fende. Th He tarried at Fhi- 
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3 and as the 1595 garriſon was left very weak, it had doubtleſs - 4 J 
5 Tar. 4 reer d not the want of froſt and ſnow. prevented: the 
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 T1adelphiay till General Braddock's defeat: and towards autumn 13333 
returned to New York, This change of temper recommended Www 
Him to Mr, De Lancey, who failed not to exäſperate the riſiog _* 
reſentment : and now his oppoſition became open and-unreſeryed., 
Juſt at this juncture, arrived Sir Charles Hardy; and Mr. Shirley 
deing then at Oſwego, your Lordſhip ſees how ſeaſonable their 
opportunity, for ſowing the ſeeds of prejudice in the breaſt of 
the new governor. I will not take upon me to ſpeak of * 
| their ſucceſs ; but doubtleſs no miſrepteſentations were wanting 
to ſtrengthen the cabal. Yet no ſooner did the general arrive 
from Olwego at Albany, where Meff. Pownal and De Lancer 
attended upon Sir Charles, than the former, diſſembling his eomity, 
laboured to procure his confidence, that he might pry into his 
ſecrets : but from previous. intimations of his preſent diſpoſition, 
in a letter to a gentleman then near the general, he failed in 
that iofidious deſign. He could now no longer ſuppreſs his male- 
volence, or . conceal his recent connections; and therefore openly 
: traduced the very man, to whom he was indebted for all his 
jS Cfignificancy-amongt the provinces. My Lord, it is with reluc- _ .. 
tance I utter theſe things. But your Lordſhip is as determined 
to know. every tranſaction which, concerns the operations. in Ame 
rica, as I am to diſcharge. the office of a faithful hiſtorian, Truth © ngk 
is too ſacred to be violated either out of fear or favour; and 
whatever your Lordſhip may think of this gentleman, ſuch was 
his conduct. I knew him an avowed enemy to Mr. De Lancer, 
and. to Mr; Shirley as ſanguine a friend. I have ſince known 
| him to calumniate”the latter, and applaud the former. With 
à Change of reſidence, or rather intereſt, he changes fides ; and 
on this account, no man perhaps ever.multiplied ſo many adver- 
{aries in ſo ſhort a time. He aims at two governments, without ES. 
the leaſt proſpect of peace, if either of them ſhould fall under | 
his command, I can affure your Lordſhip, that even in the 
province of New Jerſey he is ſo little eſteemed, and that prin- 
eipally for intriguing the diſbandment of the regiment under Col. "8 
Schuyler, to diſoblige Mr. Shirley, that upon his return to Eng- X 
land in February 1756, he was unable to procure a vote of aſſem- 
1 bly, deſiting his aſſiſtance. of their agent at the Count of Greet 
Britain ; tho? he puſhed it with an earneſtneſs that would have 
coſt moſt men a bluſh of confuſion, n 
DerExuixzp to embarraſs the general, nothing could have 
hren more agreeable to Mr. 28 and the „ 1 „ 
C „ Ps. . | . E 25 «| 
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4 feat ar that board neither of tbem had the Teaſt' pretenſion 
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„ Polch, repaired to New Jerſey, and importuned Govefnor Bel- 


a 


|. _nal'sbcha- anſwered, that the invitation he had feceived from the general, 


pi 


Nor ol New 
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3 =... Mination aud outrage.. The council were aftonifhed at this inde. 


1 4 g * 


JJ firmly adhered to his fyſt teſofutlon ; 
ua Mr. Pownal abruptly quitting the board, teturned with diſap- 
W , 
es ore With one Evans, who, for, a ©. valuable conſideration, dedicated 


a. 


—— 


"vedtives Fat he eſteemed him #be bet judge of it in Aherita. This man 
meat Having, 
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maison dedication freik Evans promi ed him that Gee, upon hls 
occe on to the göbetumene This, Tens 4requently declared in his 
_* - - 4. Slinefs/rs one of his moſt intiinate Friends 3 who, concealed it till after 


ET re nh . with, Mi. Pownal's inſatiable ambitien to riſe in America, 
RE 48 -..-Fhere wis another inffance of his conduct etfually fur prifing While 


Pirow Point te Montreal; which was compoſed by William Alexan- 
dier, Eg; + geatleman well fkilled in the geography of Americas. 
— * „ . - ” 4 4 5 : © # 1 6 4 EG g 2 * F : - ab : - 1 * 
r Pownal, who had oecafion to lay this chart before the affemph) d 
New York, having erafed the name of its authot, vety modeltly inſei t. 
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„et doch were highly diſpleaſed at not deing invited. Mr, 
ona, who has often. diſtioguiſhed himfelf for puſhing a bold 
I ITE chet unable, on account of his age, to attend the congreſs in Dog 
"Mr. Pow- PErfoh, to depute him in bis ſtead, His excellency very wiſely 


e gover- decency, iolift upon an appearance by proxy. His lieutenant, 
Jerſey. > ro of a denial, called in a menancing tone for pen, ink, 


die attack, upon, an auticnt and faithful fervatit of the Crown, 
duch witkheld their advice, But the govertor, conſciohs of the 


. TH18 gentleman, my Lord, became actſuainted at Philadelphia 
d u. id dim his map of the midgle Britiſh colonies, with an encomium, 


"in the public Ureers of Philadelphia, not voly preſumed 


Among ether gentlemen of diminctzon in the colonies, Mr. Pownal be- 
dame acquathied with Mr; A lexander, ef New Tk; à perſen of 


eo general's office of New [erſey - aud Mr. Pownal, to procure the 
eus desch. Such an ancodece. will ſcarcely be credited by thoſe unac- 
dus gevticlidh ws at Now York, difcharging bis embed) from 80 


J = th the fpring 155. ½ i the loen of = map of the country from 


A . e his own. And the his plagiatiſm was detected us the time, he negiett Cc 
| | aud afterwards produced the ſame map before the mjni® 
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deo accuſe. Governor Morris of high treaſon, but to aſperſe two 3566 
of his Myjelty's miniſters as penſioners to France, fled. from juſtice wa 
_ there, and took ſanctuary in New. Tork. Mr. Morris however _ 
commenced an action againſt him in this province, more for his 
' own vindication, than 3 reparation of damages; which the poor 
fellow would never have been able to make, Upon this he was 
hum, as to become his ſecurity. Theſe were his circumſtances, 
When he publiſhed a pamphlet full of invectives againſt Geo. Shir- — 
» — fey. I will not affirm, that he wrote it at the inſtance of the cahal!l 
in New Tork. I leave your, Lordſhip to judge how far they 
Were concerned. in it, after adding, that it contained their repeated 
Temacks z that Mr. Pownal was frequently at his lodgings about 
the time of its publication ; and did actually accompany him to 
printer, to haſten the impreſſion, before he ſailed for“ England. 
I ſhall not trouble your Lordſhip with any particular obſervations 
upon this libel. If ever it ſhould fall into your Lordſhip's hand, 
this letter will aſſiſt you in detecting its falſehoods, and form- 
ing a proper judgment both of its author and his abettors.,. 
Inos, my, Lord, was eyery opportunity embraced by the 
cabal to prejudice the general in the opinion of the people: Gres: 
and happy. for the colonies, had their miſrepreſentations been con- F395 2 
. fined to this ſide the Atlantic / Bant on Mr. Shirley's removal, judice Mr. 
all imaginable. pains were taken to defame his character. Here, n rley 
they queſtioned his integrity. But in England, they endeavoured —_— 
to create a ſuſpicion of his judgment. General Johnſon was ſet _ 14. 
up as his competitor 3- and to his renown were blown all the ies. 
trumpets of fame. Shirley's deep ſenſe of the importance f 
Oſwego, was made the object of buffoonry and 1idicule.. The 
reduction of Crown Point repreſented as a matter of ſuperior - 
ment. Three hundred men Mr. De Lancey often declared to he 
2 ſufficient garriſon for Oſwego. The general was therefore 
charged with ſquandring the King's money, in making it the 


— 


_. ® Upon the news of the lofs of Oſwego, part of it was republiſhed in 
the New York Gazette, to lead the populace to impute this cala- _ 
mity to General Shirley. It was appealed to, as an *ndifputable autherit , Es 
_ + ®Þy.thevery;perfons to whom poor Evans was indebred-for his materials; 3 
And without whoſe dictating it would never have ſeen the light. Cu write 
Pe a book in another's name, and then to qucte it as an authority, is a ſpecies _ 8 
of proof, with aan have been utterly anacquainted * „ 
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755: main object of his dase ion * and. out! f mete oppofftion, a 

wW 4 / "ſcheme was recemmended for turning our whole! force OA -- 
5 Crown Point. Upon tis errand, my Lord, Mr. Pownal went 

9 home in February 7 need not intorm your Lordſhip of 
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fruitleſs 8 to theſe diſtant diſper ſions of the Britiſn Empire. 
operations” Four armies were on foot, to remove the encroachments of a per- 


5 95 Kecutity, vncer the command of the brave and vigilant Boſcawen. 
5 8 We had every thing to txpect ---: nothing to fear. The Enemy 
Was deſpiſe; and we only defired a proclamation of war, for the 
nal deſtruclion of the whole couptry of New France. But, my 
Vord, how unlocked for was the event f General Winflow indeed 
ſucceeded in Nova Scotia · but Braddock was defeated - Nia- 
Sara and Crown Point remained unreduced*--- the Barbarians 


| doned'--- the King's fubj«Rts inhumanly butchered, or reduced to 
bdbeggery -- one of the . provinces-rent" by inteſtine” broils - in 


P 575 ved a potent faction lay ing the foundation for new Amen 
in the courſe of the enſuing yea. £4 | 


The, in- «naifitacy. matters. Your Lordſhip is too well acquainted with 
Funde hiſtory, not to know, they chiefly owed their origin to the diſ- 


England putes which involved the nation in all the calamities of a civil 


e Jer d "engaged? in repeated wars with the Indian natives. 
5 Their. deſcendants retain the martial proweſs and ſpirit of their 


and for wiſdom, loyalty, and an enterprifing genius, 


: 57 "> __ "*Airength of the-Bririſh intereſt upon this continent. Beſides their 


above advantageous character, they are very conſiderable for their 
numbers. The Maſſachuſetts Bay contains about 40,000 capable 


8 _ , of arms. The militia of Connecticut is about 27, 000. Rhode 
"a "Iland;artd, New. Hampfhire. are not ſo populous. His M jeſty's 
3 n ue Aervice: therefore rendered it neceſſary for the general, according 
n to the plan of operatfons, to viſit his own government, in order 
den. ges 155 lee the e Without Which the e | OY 
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tze ſucceſs of the faction. The ſequel will ſhew with What con- 
; = g. di- ſegbences it Was attended. Thus ended the year 17353. A year 
eee ws never to be forgotten in e des. lt opened with the faireſt 


5 9 17555 fiqidus neighbour; and our coaſts honouted with a fleet for their 


were let: loofe rm the wilderneſs --- many thouſand farms aban- 


The New England colonies, my: Fed, tales the lead | in all 
"evlanies War. The firſt planters encountered innumerable : difficulties; and 


Arte 3 people of i renown.) Tn theſe governments lies the main 


4 ; 
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patiently expetted a new commiſſion: but the governor neglett -· 
ing the offer, to the aſtoniſhment of moſt in the province, he efumes 


TELL 


: 7 againſt: * ou inen inevitably. have Hatteg: . this pur- | ak 


ſe he ſet out for New York on the 21 of January : and, but EY 
his preſenre and ſolicitations at Boſton, no provincial troops 


"2 -would. this year have entered the field. That colony was ſo. 

_ extremely diſobliged at the conduct of General Johnſon, in neg- I 
YeRing to purſue his advantages, after the memorable rout of © © 
the French at Lake George, as to be in general averſe to a new And with 

ceampaign: and with the utmoſt difficulty did the general | {ph q ffeulty 


obtains 


their concurtance in another expenſive attempt. --- I here let us at 


ſeaſug of tne year, to entertain your Lordfhip with one or two expedition 
inſtantes of N Wann, De ne s mote Printe renden | 


" Navir: was _ man more ole * Governor Clinton 


Had he kept the chief juſtice dependent on his favour, he would 
have governed his province with eaſe and tranquility: but by . 
grantiog him a new commiſſion for his office, during good behavi- 47 
cura che ſet him at liberty to act at pleaſure: and in conſequence 
ot this: fatal error, the province was thrown. into violent convul- 
- ſions: Nothing therefore, my Lord. could be more deſirable te 


his ſucceſſor, than to hold that gentleman under proper reſtraint. 
Sir Charles Hardy had this advantage - bis office of chief juſtice; 
I am informed, became extinguiſhed the moment the government 


devolved upon him by the death of Sir Danvers Oſborne. From: 


the time of Sir Charles Hardy's arrival, Mr. De Lancey had im- Lieut, Ke 
Gov. 

Lancey 

notwithſtanding ventured: to reſume his ſeat on the bench in Ja- his feat en 


nuary term; when two felons were arraigned before him. Ibis ws 8 
© IMS 


bold ſtroke at the prerogative, moſt men imagined would have 3 
drawn down the reſentment of the new governor: and why it chief juſ- 


was paſſed by without obſer vation, I muſt leave to your Lord tice was 
ſhip's. conjectures. That De Lancey had, in reality, no right to become 
the exerciſe of that office, has been ftrongly-inſiſted: upon by extintts 


gentlemen of the law, tho' in an extrajudical manner. I pre- 


tend not myſelt- to any knowlege in that iatrieate ſcience; but 
beg leave to Preſent your Lord ſhip with an Opiniod, relating to the 


pont, contained in the following letter from a gentle man of the 
7 — ſſion to his friend in this city. 151 with a copy of which I have 


— 


5 lavoured.: —_— ts 3 
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preſent. leave him, promoting the public ſervice of the colonies: ere beg 


and returning again to New York --- ſuffer me, at this inaQive in another. 


£ 
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D ſay you're ks. that. geur Lieut: governor. er Pie SN 

E « exerciſe. bis former office, in. vertue.of the commiſſion. usa by your 

EC: | qeatleniag - „lat governar | Clinton. I can's think your information well grun 

vi the law * ded. ; becauſe I am-clearly of opinion, that office _ r nguifhed 

_ 1 bis acteptante of the leut. governor's. :" and: I con- 

$% 2 86. corve Mr. r eee, ihe atx, 

„„ with the crown. © The main reaſon I go upon it, that thoſe 4 = 
ers are incompatible. Jo make this plan ta gon. you muſt au.. 

1 2 derfland---that to every office there ar: auties annexed. J be 9 3 

t $5 perſon cannot exerirſe two offices,: inconſiſti nt with vne anotber. 

_ - One of: them muſt therefore le loft 3 becauſe as every office ts bro 
. 40 bono publico, its w/e lies in the exerciſe f it: and the i 
e ** qffice is but mbich is lt ; bedgnſe 11 is moſt for the public good, 

„ 96 goat the officer ſhould bold the faperior office ;'as the lam preſumes 

re very man capable of ihe effice.which the King, abo it tbe fountain 
, offices and honear, is pleaſed ts confer upon him. Agreeable to 

„ibis, wwe ind mann reſoluteons in aur bobs: TU mention one or πν ç of 
M an canmat be foreſter. and judge co inftanti. Rolls Rep: 45, VV 

e Se. Mor judge of the Cam. and King t Bench ſimul & ſemel. 

—_— . Dyer" sCaſe. 4 & 5 Phil. & Mar. I be firſt patent is determined, | 

Fo © bo the ſecond was granted pro illa vice, nme "oe 2: 

Soy, 5 Br. N. C. 5 Mar. Br. Commiſſions pl. 29g. E 
+... 1 46] NOTHING now remains but ito ſhew, that ite Mee of + chief 0 

e yuſtise and governar of your province are inconſiſteut. To explain 

A This 1 muſt inform you, tbat your ſupreme court is a court of general 

—_ eee eee by an ordinance of governer council; claim 

ei tbe lite power bere in all pleas civil and criminal, as fully as 

ben are taken copnizanceof by the King*s Benob andCommonPleas | 
ein England. Superior to this, is tbe Court of Governor and Coun 
. gil--- a court, wftituted by one of bis Majoſty' « inftrutttons to 
pour governor. In virtue of this inftrution. writs of effor are 
ee returned from the ſupreme court, before 1he governor and council, 

e dſbe anconfiſtency then of the two offices becomes very apparent. By 
©  4#6:4he infiruttton, the governor in the court above is a ſi e quo non; 
40d te ſuppoſe bim ar the fame time judge in-theicourt below, and _ 

nil diſregard the; abſurdity of the governor's ſending. a' writ wo. 

= conmun bimfelf- ; and of bin Tubing his quũꝑ ment as- bref fuſe 

4 ice — 45 Ne” "ORIEL e 18 7 
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75 20 — and obe- beeere 
feu for t be ebe god : thy officer is therefore obliged to exiyciſt 


1 


0 nan ſhould be judge botb of tb King's aιν Common Boncb in 


u Englund Phbere the other judges o/ B. Ru mng bl correib the error 
e in ib Common Pleas Hoa but We be War of pune Japice might | 
* emively belt FH 


„Fut fhould be ſaid, bs Dower with wah ape dd. while in the 


Nes 45 4 duty, as the very mond igel implies and] know 
td office Every office . 


it duty; for, without that, be cannot ſerve the public --- and to 


. be * to act, and at the- fare time obliged not to act, ij, nen- 


« fene. Il would be Ive ſpecious to fay the inſtruction is no law ; 


. Jour aſſemblies baus ofen ſaid in ober caſes ; but then, Sir, 

r De Easciy, in obeuiener to it, bus declined atting as judge, 
« over Hinte the uratb of Sir-D. Ohe and why has be (as 1 have 
4 geen informed) rritłiid a writ of error; becauſe, according to this 


« veyy nftrattion, the damages in demand did not exceed goo l fer- 


«© governors, of the like tenor, without the teaft eppefition. 
„ THE offices 1044 further appear to be inconſſſtent, if you reſeti. 


e that as pevernur br i aſe chancellor; be Court of Chancery of 
ten reſtrains ibe power" of tbr lau courts : and it is the vie of 


©« every court e enlarge its ownfurildittion. Upon b tb theſe ac- 


<<. county, the to offices muſt inevitably claflks 7 know that Knevet © 

% 2925 formerly chief juſtice and chancellor : but the propriety of that 
40 Houbie inveltiture was never folemnly conſſaered HM was long ago, 
4 jn rhe time of hd. TIT There has heen no inſtance of the like in 


u* later times ; nor do I behieve ir would be ſuffered. But the caſe 


© ig much Rronger bere --- and I ear” t concerve, for the reaſons above, 


d het your lient governor will attempt to fit as udge, by virtue of 


'a bis old commiſſion It ts more probable, be will prevail on 227 
Rs * governet, tately WORE, to ram bim 4 new patent. ; 


Wh Fam, E S. 
e Lord. no higher evidence can bs affigned of a man's 


; influerce, than fuch a bold invaſion of his Majeſty's prerogative, 
Mr. De Lancey was determined not to loſe an office, which he 
- Knew to bethe grand ſource of his popularity, and the main prop 


wv 


. Jing 7 Befides this cours of Gv#trnv? and © council; I am told, bas 
n fong exerciſed its power, ander tbis and for mer infltrutions' to JOE 


«© RIPE 5. q <a ds bib — cannot be gin ir 


8 Tou fee then tht intompatabilily is much ſtromg er tba. 
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"a 1 his o Wer. n chief juſtige-of inet 
WY a very. novice,..muſt be the ſecond: man in the. government, Go» 'ÞF 
vernor Hardy made no o poſition to this large ſtride ot ambitiooe = 
and the other not long after, by his wondertul -artifice,, dubjefed | _— 

him. to his abſolute dominion. It was effected in the following 


HA blasen manner --- Tour Lordſhip will be pleaſed to recollect, that Mr. = 


$ 99 Lancey had the "addreſs to prevail upon the aſſembly o ſend up a 
vernor to bill to the council, on the Ath of February, — An A for 
pale two 45. the Payment af the Debts . From, this Colony ; and atber pur. - 
Bs de «© poſes: therein mentioned: By this, pay ments were to be made 

* (0 many creditors of the governmegt, for ſer vices done this colony, 
wu.ithout ſpecifying what thoſe ſervices were. The lieut, governor 
Was to receive 3787 0 168. and ſeyeral other ſums e 
to his brother. It was in tcality a bill for diſcharginget e.-Rrrears. 
due to the ordinary officers ot:;the:gavergment. Io render it the 
more palatable to the... governor, proviſion was made for paying 
. him alſo large ſums for preſents to the Indians, and the expences 
1 voyage to Albany, after the French repulſe at Lake George. 
5 When it came up to the council, it obtained a mæjority only by one 
voice: and of theſe, my Lord, co gentlemes, beides lieut. gow | 


z 
A. 


© DO, = De Lancey, were themſelves intereſteg in the bill. They were 


the puiſne judges ot the ſupreme court, Meſf. Hotſemanden and 
Chambers, whoſe arrears of ſalary were now by. the act to be dif- | 
charged. Meſl. Colden, Alexar der, and Smith looked upon it, as 
a mean invaſion of the King's inſtructions, which, until they re- 
ſigned their ſeats at the council board, they were bound in honour 
to tegard with ſacred punctuality. It was beſides evidently. par- 


3 . Wh, tial z no proviſion being made for other. creditors, whoſe demands. 


were indiſputable: They alſo conceived it derogatory to the digni- | 
5 y of that board, to paſs an act, excluding themſelves. from any |} 
8  knowlege of thoſe ſervices, for which the reſpective ſums were made 
5 Payable. For theſe reaſons, among others, they oppoſed the bill; and 
pPrayed their diſſent might be entered, as a vindication of themſelves - 
| . do his Majeſty - The governor to whom it was ſent up, detaided it for 
farther conſideration; tho he paſſed ſeveral other bills on the 19th {| 
of the month. This cireumſtance, my Lord, could not but chagrin 
his lieutenant, who had the bill much at heart 3 not only on ac- 
count of the large ſums thereby payable to himſelt and brother ; 
but becauſe the palling it into a Jaw, would be the fulleſt evidence 


6 7 et over the aer ;- and it he couid bring bim 
fe VN ak _. | 
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into diſgrace with the miniſtry, by leading him into a breach Gf 
inſtructions, it was plain he would have nothing to rely upon, but 


his own popularity, This was an important card, and to be ſkil- 
fully played off. So indeed it was and when [I finiſh the ſtory, 


I am perſuaded your Lord ſhip will entertain no very mean opinion 


of American politicians.--- The ſpring was now advancing 3; and it 


became neceflary to paſs a law for levying forces, not only to join 


the eaſtern colonies, on a new expedition againſt the French fortrefs 
at Crown Point, but for the protection of our weſtern frontiers, in 
conjunction with Pennſylvama and New Jerſey, which were become 


fields of blood, by the daily ravages of inhuman barbarians: The 


bill for this purpoſe originated with the aſſembly : and Mr. De 


Lancey, who was now cloſeting the members, was its principal 
cionſtructor. When it came before the council on the 28th of 
March, that board immediately objected to it, according to his ex- 
pectations: and the governor declared, that if the council approved, 


he ſhould himſelf give it a negative. According to the tenor of 


_ this bill, the forces deſigned for the weſtern expedition were to ſerve 
but forty days, when the province of New Jerſey had ordained 


their quota, to be diſbandable by Mr. Belcher : and Sir Charles 


| Hardy inſiſted, that the like confidence ought to be repoſed in his 
Judgment. The two houſes now engaged themſelves in a diſpute, at 
a time when, of all others, every contention ſhould have been avoided; 


Mr. Oliver De Lancey, appointed by the houſe to provide the ſupplies 


for the regiment deſigned as our quota towards the Crown Point 


expedition, now gave orders to ſtop all farther preparations, aa 
open rupture between the governor and aſſembly being daily ex- 


pected. The members began freely to ſpeak againſt him. The 


council laboured to procure an alteration of the bill · but all to 


no purpoſe. The principal thing aimed at, was the paſſing of the 
debt · bill and a leading member in the houſe plainly intimated 


their deſigns to the governor, Doubtleſs your Lordſhip will won- 


der he did not diſſolve them with indignation. Believe me, my 
Lord, it would have been a ſtep, at this time, extremely unadviſea- 


ble. Forty days intermiſſion between the teſt and return of the 
writ of ſummons for the election of repreſentatives, being required 


by law; the public exigencies were too preſſing to admit of any 
delay. Mr. be Lade knew all his advantages: and that Sir 
Charles Hardy might be at no loſs to conjecture that the houſe 
was now acting at his beck, nor himſelf under the neceſſity of 
VVT joining 
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he was obliged to ſend for his lieutenant, and gave him his 
promiſe to paſs the favourite bill for payment of the public 


debts. The houſe then privately took back the quota-bill ; and 
after a few alterations, the council paſſed it on the 3 iſt of March. 


To both of them Sir Charles gave his aſſent the following day: 
and they were enrolled among our laws. I leave this affair to 
your Lordſhip's own reflections; obſerving only, that from this 
period, the lieutenant governor's influence became more apparent 


than before - and that as it always was, ſo it will ever continue 
to be, his ruling: paſſion, and the grand engine of his politics, 


to cruſn or controul the King's governors in this province. 
Tus plan of operations, concerted at New York in December, 


was, a few days after tranſmitted to Sir Thomas Robinſon, to be 
laid before his Majeſty, for the royal approbation ®. Upon the 


arrival of the firſt veſſels from Europe in April following, we 
were ſurpriſed with theſe remarkable articles of intelligence : That 


the action at Lake George had been magnified-in England into 
an almoſt deciſive victory --- that Mr Johnſon was advanced to the 


dignity of a baronet, and 3000 |. ſterling voted by the commons, 


s a farther reward for his great ſervices---thatEyres, his engineer, was 


_ faries--- that Mr. Shirley's conduct having been intirely diſappro- 


._ apreeable 
a toMir. Shit 
ley's ad- 
ver ſaries, 
and why. 


raiſed to a majority and Wraxal, his ſecretary to the command 


of a company. Io crown, in fine, the utmoſt wiſhes of his adver- 


ved, his Majeſty had been pleaſed to remove him from the com- 
mand, and appoint the right hon. the Earl of Loudon general of 
all his forces in North America, Than theſe particulars, nothing 


could have been more pleaſing to the New York cabal; as they 
were ſhortly to reap the fruits of all thoſe calumnies of which 


they had been the original authors. A change of the general at 
once gratified their revenge and ambition, and facilitated the ex- 


eeution of an affair earneſtly ſolicited, and greatly advancive of 


_ their intereſt. 


OS Mr. Pownal importuned Mr. Shirley to he made the bearer of theſe diſ- 
patches. The general very civilly thanked him for the offer of his ſervice; 
© - Gur choſe rather to confide in Major Rutherford and Capt, Staats Merris. 
Afr, Fownal followed Toon after them to Englans „ 
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5 *. joining with the council againſt the bill, abſented himſelf from 
tte conſultations of that board. The neighbouring colonies in 
35 the mean time were urging the diſpatch of our preparations for 
opening the campaign. Reduced at length by theſe perplexities. 
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I I will not affert, that Mr. Shirley had yet received his Majeſty's 1956. 
ll orders with reſpect to the late plan of operations, I believe he had Cw 
not- becauſe on the 7th of May he arrived at Albany, and conti- The gene- 
nued his preparations for carrying that plan into execution, until 8 52 
the 25th of the month, when a council of war was there held, con- and calls” 
ſiſting of the following members: DN 24 @ council 
2 His Excellency the GRNE Rax. | war; 
Lieut. Col. Gage, Lieut. Col. Burton, Major Chapman, 
Major Sparks, Sir John St. Clair, John Montreſer, Eſgq; 
. 2 chief engineer. „ ES: co 
Mr. Shirley laid before them the minutes of the congreſs inDecem- aud ac- 
ber, and acquainted them with the ſtate of affairs. With reſpe& omg 1 
to the weſtern expedition, the naval force upon the lake conſiſted, 9 
he obſerved, of two veſſels of ten carriage-guns each; two tion of 
row- gallies, each of ten ſwivels; and that he had three affairs: 
months before iſſued orders for building three other veſſels, one of 
eighteen, another of ſixteen, and a third of twelve carriage-guns. 
Beſides which, there would be 250 Whale-boats upon the lake, 
each of them capable of containing 16 men. The land forces then 
gat Oſwego, and on their march for preſerving a free communica= -/ 
tion between that place and Albany, where his own and Pepperells 
regiments, with that raiſed and ſupported by the province of New 
Jerſey, and the four indeperident companies of New York. As 
there was a magazine of proviſions and ſtores at the Canajohary - 
Falls, about 35 miles from Schenectady; his excellency propoſed 
poſting there 100 men out of thoſe forces: as many more at the 
German Flats, to ſecure another magazine, guard the portage, and 
convoy the proviſions thro*' the Wood Creek : and as the fall near 
Oſwego occaſioned another ſmall portage, a fort was there alſo to 
be erected, for a garriſon of fifty men at leaſt. It was, my Lord, 
of the greateſt moment to keep open the communication between 
Albany and our fort on the lake; his excellency was therefore 
intent upon raiſing four companies of ſixty privates each, to be em- 
ployed in ſcouting along the paſſage, and harraſſing the French ſet- 
tlements between Frontenac and Montreal. 8 
Tux general gave them alſo an account of the ſtrength of Oſwe- 
go, when he left it the laſt fall --- adding, that he had ſent up 
Mr. M<*Keller, the engineer in ſecond, and Mr. Sewer, a practiti- 
oner engineer, with orders to make ſuch additional works, as they 
| ſhould think neceſſary for the ſecurity of that important poſt. And 
CC ĩ ag opera 1 your 
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1 your Lordfhip will be Py Dos to take notice, that theſe orders - 
WARS. were iſſued very early in March, before the Mohawk river was 
„ n ; and that the engineers actually arrived at Oſwego in April. 
At theſe ſeveral garriſons were to be depoſited ſix months provi- 
ions for 7000; and he obſerved to the council, that for that pur- 
pPoſe, 200 whaleboats and goo battoes had been diſpatched ſince the 
firſt of April from Schenectady. - The remaining quantity would 
have been tranſported by the middle of July, had his deſigns been 
carried into execution. „ 
As to the provincial expedition, he informed da! that the a 
troops voted by the ſeveral colonies amounted to 8800 men, inclu- 
diog the officers and garriſons at the forts Edward and William- 
= Henry. One, or perhaps two hundred Indians might be expected 
4 join them, beſides a company which his excellency had raiſed, 
„ . 10 harraſs the enemy upon lake Champlain, and procure intelli- 
| | gence of their motions in Canada; and three more, for the like. 
rvice, were intended to be choſen out of the whole force deſtined. 
for Crown Point. 
Asour this time ore Rogers, of New Hampfhire, capt. of a. 
Qapt Ro- ranging company, gave repeated demonſtrations of his activity in. 4 
gels, an the neighbourhood of Crown Point, He made many incurſions. 
Adive of. upon the enemy, fell on their ſcattered parties, and ſcarce ever re- 
WE — ap turned to Fort William-Henry without ſcalps and priſoners. The 
gence ; of of general took particular notice of him ; and he became ſingularly 
Which the ſerviceable in procuring intelligence. By a cadet, whom he ns : 
eneral on the 2oth of May, we were informed, that the whole number of 
» men at Fort St. Frederic, Tinonderoge, and at an advanced poſt, . 
gil. were 1100, compoſed of the regiments of Languedoc, the Queen's 
rregiment, two companies of the colony troops, and the militia. 
- Beſides theſe, there were Indians; but their numbers uncertain :. 
that at Tinonderoge-the French had twelve pieces of ordnance_ 
mounted, and carriages preparing for an additional number; but 
that the retrenehment at the advanced poſt was without any can- 
non. Theſe troops wintered at Montreal and Chambly ; and ar- 
_ rived at the fouth end of the lake about the middle of April, be- 
ing plentifully ſupplied with proviſions and military ſtores.---Theſe 
- Intelligences the general ſaid before his council; and then obſerved 
that the goth and 51ſt regiments, the four independent com- 
panie:, and the regiment of New Jerſey, were ſcarce a third part 
- of the number of troops deſigned by the general plan for the opera- 
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detficient of the 8 thought neceſſary at the NY "RY 158 
even of the number voted by the provinces concerned in the enter- SV. 


prize againſt Crown Point; and that it was impracticable, even 


with the junction of the 44th and 48th regiments, then at Albany, 
to carry on both the northern and weſtern expeditions at the ſame 


time : that he had no dependance upon the Indians of the Six Na- 
tions; Sir William Johnſon being unable to procure ſcouting par- 
ties ; and that upon this account he Propoſe inn tour compa- 


nies for that ſervice. 
Your Lordſhip may hence obſerve, . what reaſon the congreſs in 


December had for their opinion, that more troops were neceſſary 


for his Majefty's ſervice in America. No reinforcements being 


yet arrived from England, for carrying the general plan into exe- 
cution, the council were of unanimous opinion · that 1390 ought _ 
to be poſted at Oſwego, 50 at the Falls, 200 at the Oneida Car- Their EY 
rying- Place, 150 at the German Flatts, and as many more at the pinion and 
Conejohary Falls. They adviſed therefore, --- that the goth and advice. 
1ſt, and the New Jerſey regiments, the independents, and the 
North Carolina provincials (all which amounted to about 200 


men ) ſhould be employed in that ſervice. . The 44th and 48th 
regiments, with the colony troops, were thought ſufficient to re- 5 
duce Crown Point. Accordingly, they recommended their junc- 
tion ad viſing, however, that the regulars ſnould continue for : 


time in their encampment at Albany. --- The ranging companies, 
Propoſed by the general, were highly approved; and the raiſing 
of others ſtrongly recommended. They alſo concutred with him 
in ſentiment that a road ought to be made from the German 
| Flatts to Oſwego : and declared, it appeared to them very neceſ - N 
ſary to ſtrengthen Fort Edward, and erect another at theSouth Bay. 
The former was a depeſit for ſtores, and at the concurrence. of all 


the routes from Crown Point to Albany. The latter would com- 
mand the route taken by baron Dieſkau for his deſigned. attack 
upon Fort Edward --- a route thro* which incurſions were frequent- 
Iy made upon our northern frontier. A fort at the South Bay 


was concęived requiſite, to. cover our convoys of. proviſions 


for the nothern expedition from the inſults. of the enemy, who > 


is flying. parties . infelted. the. paſſage. from. Albany ta Wil- 


* For the building of 5 fort at- South Bay prepetations were making when 2 
Mr: Shirley rcfigned the command of the army. * bat-the'wo: k has ſince been + 


neglected; and the .p:(ſ:3e from Fort Edward to our camp gt. Williames- 


Henry, infeſtcd all this ſummer, and.. . of eu people ent of, as. was + 
" feveleen by. nn 3 Henry, 
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1756. liam- Henry. The propriety of this advice, my Lord, muſt be evi- 
dent to every man of a tolerable acquaintance with the country; 
and theſe were the very ſentiments which the general repeatedly 
communicated to Sir William Johnſon, in his letters, after the 
action at Lake George; which were then {lighted by the cabal, who 
ſtudiouſly oppoſed him in all his meaſures. _ 3 
. Tuus I have ſhewn your Lordſhip the reaſons why the general 
7» plan continued to be unexecuted, tilt the ſitting of this laſt council 
of war. Mr. Shirley, however, in hopes of the arrival of the 
expected reinforcements, and loth to be diverted from his favou- 
"rite defigns upon Lake Ontario, continued to throw large quan- 
"= © ities of proviſions and ſtores into Schenectady, and all the ma- 
| gazines between that place and Oſwego: This, it was ſuppoſed, 
ES was done to induce his ſucceſſor, from theſe ample ſupplies, to 
5 a& upon this quarter ; it being univerſally imagined, that Crown 
Point was now become the main object of the miniſtry, Till 
the arrival of General Webb on the yth of June, this was only 
EE conjecture, and general report. The effects of the miſrepreſen- 
- rations of American affairs in England, then became evident to 
All ; for the ſtores laid in at Schenectady were now reconveyed 
do Albany for the nothern expedition; and freſh clamours excited 
: na gainſt Mr. Shirley, for his ſupplies towards the weſtern operations. 
Major Se- On the 15th of June, Major General Abercrombie landed at New 
| — York ; and ten days after at Albany; where he immediately took 
takes the upon himſelf the command of the army. Shirley continued there no 
commaad longer than to deliver over to the new general the proper returns, 
of the and communicate ſuch information as appeared neceſſary, with re- 
arme ſpe to the preſent fituation of affairs. 
| Tak whole force, of which General Abercrombie now took 
the command, conſiſted of the 44th, 48ch, goth, and zift regi- 
ments, four independent companies, the New Jerſey regiment, 
four companies raiſed by the province of North Carolina, 
Otway*s, and the Highland regiments “, ahd the provincial forces 
_* Geftined againſt Crown Pont. TS 
Iuxsraverions had been given to Sir William Johnſon, to 
_ Sirwiltam procure a large body of the Six Nations, to join in any attempt 
2 that might be made upon the Lake Ontario ; and to engage 100 
conference more, for the affiſtance of the provincial army. To effect which, 
at Onon- he was then holding a conference with the deputies of the Six 
n | 5 | 1 | 


* Theſe two regiments arrived with him, and conſiſted of abcut 950 men. 
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Oiuantons at Onondaga; from whence he was to proceed immedi- 1956. 


"> fults, but paſſing through the country with large ſquadrons of 


_ - - * RELATIVE to the Crown Point expedition, he recommended 
the march of part of the army, in a new diſcovered route, on the 


ately eo Oſwego. Mr. Shirley had, beſides, raiſed a company of ww ð . , 

Indians from Stockbridge, to be employed in ranging the woods | | 

between Fort William- Henry and Montreal: and that his Ma- 

jeſty's ſervice upon Lake Ontario might be free from the ob- 
ſtructions, by which it hath. been the year before greatly embar- _ 

raſſed, he had inliſted 40 companies of battoemen, each of 30 men, Forty 

a captain and an aſſiſtant, for tranſporting ſtores and proviſions to companies 

Oſwego: Theſe were put under the direction of Capt. Bradſtreet, f ee 

an active vigilant officer, inured to the hardſhips to which that 10 Teak th 

| ſervice inevitably expoſed him. This, tho? one of the moſt cheirpreat 

judicious meaſures that could have been taken, was made the uſcfulneſs-- 
ſubje& of low invective. The faction at New Yotk laboured to 5 

repreſent it as a project to involve the Crown in a needleſs expence: 

but time has given the fulleſt evidence of the propriety of this ſtep; 

and proper it will appear to your Lordſhip, before the concluſion 

of this letter. General Shirley wiſely foreſaw, that the Indians of 

the Six Nations, whatever influence over them Sir William John- 

ſon might pretend, could not be engaged even to protect the King's 

troops in the paſſage thro” their own country; and that unleſs the 

communication was kept open to Oſwego, nothing could be effec- 

ted upon the Lake, nor the garriſon itſelf preſerved from falling 

into the hands of the enemy. Accordingly, no- ſooner did the , fin 
ſpring open, than a little blockaded poſt, with 2:5 men, at the Car- Dl oy 

rying- Place, in the very center of the Oneida country, was cut off; off in the 
the Oneidas themſelves being unqueſtionably concerned in the maſ- Indian 

facre. Nothing could ſecure us againſt the repetition of theſe in- nt, 


| battoes : and to facilitate the tranſportation, Mr. Shirley, who can- 
_  vaſſed every expedient for the preſervation of Oſwego, employed 
a working party of 80 men, under a director, to remove the ob- 
ſtructions in the Wood Creek; by this means, the portage from 
the Mohawks River, acroſs the great Carrying- Place, was 
reduced from eight miles to one. Nor did he omit obſerving to 
his ſucceſſor, that an attempt upon Niagara - was of the laſt 
importance; the loſs or preſervation of our Indians depending 
upon the ſucceſs of the operations on Lake Ontario; 


| welt fide of Lake George, to the enemy's advanced works, five 
| n W e miles; 


=o > 
» * 


1786. ka: hort of 1 Which W carried, -the heavy ar- | 
Yo tillery and ſtores might be there landed, and tranſported thro? 4 

road to Tinonderoge and Fort Frederic : and after the reduction 

of thoſe fortreſſes, he adviſed General Abercrombie immediately to 

conſt ruct armed e ſecure the command of Lake e 55 


© Govemor "Your Lon bskir may remember, that an attempt Was propo- 
Sharpe s | ſed, at the congreſs in December, againſt Fort Du Queſne, with 
— an army of 3000 provincials. Gov. Sharpe was to have com- 
Pc for Du manded in that enterprize z but there remained now no hopes of 
Quelne its profecution. Virginia choſe to be intirely upon the defenſive. 
ails. --. Maryland was wholly inactive; her frontier being covered by 
the adjoining-provinces --- and as to Penſylvania, ſhe raiſed indeed 
2500 men, but only with a view to protect her out-farms ; nor 
probably would thus far have conſulted her own ſafety, but for the 


1 750 murders and horrid cruelties E upon her borders, 8 


Circum- WiIrn reſpect to the circumſtances of indian affairs to che north- 
Nances of ward --- While Mr. Shirley was at Oſwego, and upon his return, 
Indian al. 2s I before obſerved to your Lordſhip,” he propoſed to the 
'the north Senecas, Cayugas, Onondagas, and Oneidas, the erection of 
ward. ſmall forts for the protection of their reſpective caſtles. The 
5 two laſt tribes conſented, deſiring alſo, that the forts might be 
mounted with cannon : and the Tuſcoraras afterwards ſent deputies 
to him, with the like requeſt: - the Senecas and Cayugas had. 
dlſo lately ſignifted their acquieſcence to Sir William Johnſon; and 
the general tranſmitted him the plan of a fort, direQing, the proſe- 
_cution of the work with all poſſible diſpatch, as a moſt 2 


_— to ſecure the Indian country to his Majeſty. 


een Mr. Shirley left Ofwego the laſt year, be W to 
the Six Nations their convening this ſummer, in a grand council 
there, the Indians on the north ſide of lake Ontario, and round lake 
Erie, to conſult their common intereſt, and maintain a correſpon- 
.dence by annual councils at Oſwego. And to draw off the latter 
from their attachment to the French, recommended to the Six 
Nations their concurrence, in opening a free trade with the foreign 
Indians, at the entrance of the Onondaga river, upon terms more 
ad vantageous to all the Indians than any hitherto purſued. This 


Th ſpring Sir Volta Jo inſon informed his * wan Six 
l See ations 


bf both theſe alternatives. 


bt 


tw} 


Nations were extremely well pleaſed with the projects relating both 1756. 
to the trade at Oſwego, and the conſtruction of forts in their can 


tons. To accelerate the latter, the general ſupplied him with 50001, 


ſterling, in addition to 5000 I. advanced to him by General Brad- 
dock: and yet, my Lord, he was conſtrained to confeſs, in a ſub- 
t 


ſequent letter, that unleſs his excellency could engage ſeveral 
companies of rangers, he deſpaired of the preſervation even of a 
free paſſage thro? their country: and whether he has to this day 
built a ſingle fort, as the general propoſed, I have not been able, 
after much inquiry, to diſ covern. 1 
 EquaLLy unpromiſing was the ſituation of our affairs with the 
ſouthern Indians. Some hopes indeed were entertained of the fidelity 


ofthe Cherokees a people warlike and powerful; in whoſe 


territories the Virginians were erecting a fortreſs. The Shawaneſe 
nevertheleſs continued their eruptions into that province : and Go- 


vernor Din widdie was obliged to draft the militia, to oppoſe their 


progreſs, and preſerve the town of Wincheſter. Theſe Indians al- 
ſo, with the Suſquehanas and Dela wares, committed frequent hoſ- 
tilities upon the Penſylvanians. Governour Morris, for the pro- 
tection of the country, carried a line of forts on the weſt ſide of 


the Kittatiny mountains, all along the extended frontier of that 


colony, from Delaware to the river Potowmac. The government 


of New Jerſey proceeded even to declare war againſt the Delaware 


Indians; and would have penetrated into their ſettlements, had 
not aſſurances been ſent by Sir William Johnſon from the council 
at Onondaga, that the Delawares and Shawaneſe, in obedience; to 


the Six Nations, were under renewed and poſſitive engagements, to 


refrain from any farther outrages upon the ſouthern frontiers. If 
any ſuch promiſes were really made, tis certain they were immedi- 
ately broken, many of our inhabitants having ſince been murdered 


and captivated by the ſavages of thoſe very tribes. Whence we 


may fairly conclude, that either the Six Nations connived at theſe 
infractions of their commands; or that their antient ſovereignty is 
become the contempt of their tributaries. In fact, my Lord, the 


Situation 

of Our 2af- 
faireswith 
the ſou» 
thern Ia- 
dians. 


matter is ſtil] worſe. Too much reaſon is there to believe the truth | 


IIxNORMED yourLordſhip,that Sir William Johnſon was order- Sir willi⸗ 
ed to proceed from Onondaga to Oſwego, with as many Indians 5m J 
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as could be petſwaded to march with him; not only for the more 
effectual preſervation of that poſt, but to execute the plan which 
Gen. Shirley had concerted, for the eſtabliſnment of an annual coun- 


cil there, with thoſe Indians who had been long in the French in- 


NN and ſeemed ready to liſten to propoſals for an alliance with 


it was expedient, my Lord, that he ſhould have complied 


DS with theſe inſtructions, nay it was his duty ; but no ſooner was he 


acquainted with Mr. Shirley's: reſignation of the command of the 


army, than he returned from Onondaga to Albany, at the head of 
about 60 Indians ; leaving Capt. Patten with his company of gre» 


nadiers, to wander thro? a forlorn wilderneſs, in ſearch of Oſwego. 


Whether this inſtance of his conduct was not intended to raiſe his 
reputation with the new general, as a leading man among the In- 
dlians, I leave to your Deuts s conjecture. By arts like theſe, 


Aub tl acquired his Indian fame : and the influence of the faction at 


New York ſo powerfully ſuſtained | it, that-few-perſons doubted his 
ability to procure ſevera! hundred warriors for our aſſiſtance, tho 


every day exhibited freſh proofs of their melancholy. defection. 
Beſides the deſtruction of our poſt in the very country of the One- 


idas mentioned before, the enemy infeſted the parts about Oſwego, 
and the whole paſſage thither, without the leaft oppoſition from 


the Six Nations. Alarms indeed were frequently given of the ap; 


proach of their flying parties; and it was obſervable, that Sir. Wil- 
ham Johnſon, on thoſe occaſions, as · Colonel of the county, raiſed 
the militia of Albany, and proceeded to the ſpot; tho" every man 


acquainted with Indians well-knows, that of all places, theſe are 


the moſt unlikely for finding the enemy. By ſuch ſham expediti- 
ons have our northern inhabitants been impoveriſhed and diſtreſſed: 


nor could they anſwer any other end, than to raiſe a bruit thro? the 


_ Colonies: ; and with parade and oftentation ſet the gezetteers upon 


N 
* 5 0 4 a - 
= Int ion came ſo irreſiſtibly evident, that his very enemies recollected their 


ob durbat · ungrounded calumnies with ſhame and confuſion, --- I allude, my 
Lord, to the action between the French and our battoe men, on the 
zd of July. Senſible of the importance of Oſwego, the enemy co 


doe men 
under 
Capt - 


Wunding his applauſe. Even in theſe wild romantic excurſions, 
but few Indians attended him: and yet if we nene news Were 


bers, hundreds were in hid train; 


Ma. Sulxre v had ſcarce reſigned thi” ebenen to N30 or 85. 
neral Abercrombie, when the good effect of the battoe view be- 
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iet lected themſelves about the latter end of May in a large | bod 2 not 
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many miles to the eaſtward of that garriſon; from whence detach- 


ments were perpetually ſent out to fall upon our workmen, and in- 


feſt the paſſage thro* the Onondaga River. Capt. Bradſtreet, who 
had the direction of the battoes, was apprized that ſmall parties lay 

in ambuſh, waiting a favourable opportunity to attack him, Ac- 

_ eordingly; when he left Oſwego, he ordered the feveral diviſions 


to proceed as near each other as poſſible but ſo numerous and ir- 
regular & body could not without difficulty be kept to any tolera- 


ble order. He was at the head of about 300 battoe - men, in the 
firſt diviſi on, upon his return to Schenectady; and about nine miles 


from Oſwego, when the enemy, Who were 700 ſtrong, roſe from 


their ambuſcade, and fired upon his front. Near the place of at- 
tack,” was a ſmall Iſland, by which the enemy might eaſily. have 


forded the river. Bradſtreet in an inſtant landed upon the iſland, 


to prevent being incloſed between two fires 3 and with fix men 
maintained his poſſeſſion, bravely repelling twenty of the enemy, 
who attempted to ſeize that advantageous poſt. He was then rein» 
forced with ſix others; and even compelled a ſecond party of 40 


French to give way. Enraged at this ſhameful diſappointment, the 


enemy, to the number of 70 men, thought proper to make a 


third attempt; but the battoe- men, who did not exceed 20, with 
redoubled bravery ſtill kept their ground, and again forced their 


ſion, upon the ſouth fide of the river. Four hundred of the enem) 


no advanced up the north fide of the ſtream, intending to force 
it about a mile higher, and ſurround us. Bradſtreet, aware of the .... 
deſign, left the iſland, and with two hundred men marched on the 
other ſide to oppoſe them, But they had actually forded over, be- 

| fore he came up, and poſted themſelves in a ſwamp. Dr. Kirk- © 


land, with the ſecond diviſion of battoes, was now; advancing to his 


aſſiſtance; but Bradſtreet ordered, and Capt. Butler, who com- 


manded the third diviſion, to keep their poſts, and cover the bats 
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adverſaries to retire. During theſe ſkirmiſhes, which laſted near 
an hour, the'battoe-men in the rear landed, without loſs or confu- 


toes in the rear. Being arrived at the ſwamp, an engagement en- 


ſued in the Indian manner of fighting and continued above an hour 


with dubious ſucceſs, Bradftreet,at length animating his men, ruſh- 
ed into the thicket thro? twice his number, and gallantly puſhed them 


into the river, where many of them periſhed. Another attempt was 


made, in the mean time, to ford the river a little higher; but thoſe 


being alſo repulſed, the whole party was intirelyrouted and diſperſed. 
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x756. . TusrT after the defeat, Capt. Patten, with his grenadiers from 
* Onondaga, fell in with our battoes; and the next morning a 
| reinforcement of 200 men came up from the garriſon , and but 
for the exceſſive rains, which began ſoon after the aQion, and 
| continued all the next day, theſe brave battoe- men would probably 

have cut off the whole party. Had Sir William Johanſon, as 
wia, expected, accompanied Capt. Patten to Oſwego, with the In- 
dians from Onondaga, Bradſtreet might have made immediate 
purſuit, and many of the enemy mult have been overtaken? 
but this pacific plenipotentiary was then haſtening to Albany (a fafe TY 
' fituation) with the important minutes of his late conference. A 
conference full of affectionate Indian ſpeeches, and large promiſes 

of their aſſiſtance 3 when ſcarce a man of them could be prevailed 
upon to turn out of his hut for the defence of the common cauſe. 

Bradftreet had but 3 Indians of theSixNations with him at this attack. 

Of theſe, one took to his heels; a ſecond fought bravely ; but the 

third went over to the enemy, and aſſiſted in pointing out our officers; 

In theſe ſeveral actions we had about 30 men killed and wounded. 
How mary of the French were ſlain, is not certainly, known; | 
1 tmc) it is generally ſaid, they loſt about 120. Eighty Arms were 
| brought to Schenectady; and about 70 men found in the woods, 
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1 and carried to Olwego. The French fled in the utmoſt diſorder :, 
| and ſome of their regular ſoldiers, being ſtrangers to the country, 
| got bewildered in the defart, and periſhed for want of ſuſtenance. 
| Bradfireer , P*ADSTREET arrived at Schenectady on the 11th of July and 
E gin in- the next day acquainted General Abercrombie at Albany of the 
xclligence tate of Ofwego.--- That he Jearnt from his priſoners, the French 
1 the ene · were preparing to attack it, having 1200 men for that purpoſe en- : 
| „ der eamped not far from the eaſternmoſt fort. Upon the receipt of 
| DEL Of. this intelligence, orders were iſſued to Mejor General Webb, to \ 
wego. hold himſelf in readineſs to march for its defence with the 44th. 
tegiment. My Lord, Mr. Shirley had, feveral days before “, ad- 
viſed General Abercrombie to reinforce that garriſon, with F two 
' batralions at lealt - and they might have marched immediately, 
* On the 26th of June; the day after he was ſuperſeded: B 
| 1 Such a reinforcement.could eaſily have been ſpared for that purpoſe, 
| ; Otway's and. the Highland regiment being now landed at Albany. 
: | Aud that this neceſſary ftep might not be obſtructed, General Shirley 
| 1 bad, before their arrival, diſparched an expreſs to Oſwego, Qidciing Brad 
1 * .-» Weet, to quicken his zeturn to Schencctadſ. ö ae 


6e 


28 Bradſtreet was ready to convoy the troops; and every magazine,. I 0564 
along the paſſage, r appel _ "proviſions." But not * 
to anticipate my ſtory: ; 

Ma. SHIRLEY arrived at New York on — Ach of Tuls; and LordLou-- 
waited. the. arrival of my Lord Loudon, who land there on the don arri. 
2gd of that month, wich Mr. Pownal in his train: but in what e 
character the latter returned a ſecond time from England, was a 
ſubject of doubtful conjeRure.---His Lordfhip, regardleſs of his 
eaſe, and the fatigues of a tedious voyage, tarried: there but three 
days; and on the 29th of July reached his head quarters at 
N when he took upon himſelf the command of the army. 

Tux garriſon of Oſwego conſiſted now of 1400 men, and about 
300 workmen and ſailors. - Four hundred and eighty-five were 
| Poſted, in ſmall parties, between that place and Burnet's Field, to. 
maintain an open paſſage thro".the country of the Six Nations. 

The 44th and 48th regiments at Albany and ScheneQady, with, 
the Britiſh, troops juſt, arrived, conſiſted now of 2600 men; and 
the provincials,. under. the command of General Winſlow, were 

about 000, and ready. to march from Fort William-Henry.--- 
Of the naval force of Oſwego, I have already given your Lordſhip; 
an account: and as tothe grength- of the enemy at Tinonderoge 
and Crown Point, according to the lateſt intelligence obtained 58 
Capt. Rogers, they did not exceed. 3000 men. 

From. his Lord ſhip's known abilities for war, the cologien were Our pres 
in great hopes, that not withſtanding the delay of the Britiſh rein- ſent force. 
torce ments, ſome coup. d' eclat would very ſpeedily. be ſtruck at e eee 
Crown Point. But alas! while we were intent upon this favourite 
deſign, the enemy were bending, their main force, not to oppoſe: 
us at Tinonderoge, but te ſccure what was to them a matter of 
much more importaace, Imean the excluſive dominion of the great 
Lakes --- Accordingly, they laid ſiege to Oſwego; and after two. "I 
or three days conteſt, obliged the garriſon, on the 14th of Auguſt, 3 
to ſurrender themſelves. priſoners. of, war. This melancholy. aC-- the Fre. ch. 
count was firſt brought to, Albany by ſeveral ſoldiers, ſome of aud the 
whom had formerly, deſerted the French. ſcrvice z.and remained Saruiſon 
many days. unconfizmed, till the arrival of 'two ſailors, who made ROE 
their eſcape after the reduction of the forts. An univerſal ſhock. wai,, 
was now given to: the whole continent: and to increaſe our diſ- 
treſs, the Indians reported, that the whole garriſon was put: to. 
the ſword, and: the dead bodics of our countrymen. denied even, 
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the ſacred rice-of 
contradictect: and t 
that the works are intirely demolithed, and the enemy departed. 


. 


* Cleeums; In what manner, and by what numbers, it was taken, or upon 


. what terms ſurrendered, I cannot give your Lordſhip any ſatis- 
unknown, factory account, How many were killed on either ſide is alſo un- 
known 4 tho* certain it is that Lieut; Col. eee che command- 


officer, is among the ſlain.-- 


to General Abercrombie had been followed : and equally to be 
regretted, that Sir William Johnſon returned with ſuch'precipita- 
Battocs tion from Onondaga to Albany. Nor ought the diſcharge of 
men im 400 battoe men, after Bradſtreet's return, to paſs without ſome 
prudently remark. They arrived at Schenectady, as T obſerved before, on 
dilcharged the 1 1th of July ; and metfuinks the recent proofs of their cou- 
rage, and the account they gave of the ſtrength and deſigns of 
the enemy, might have been a ſufficient antidote againſt the poiſon 
of that council for their diſcharge ; which was unqueſtionably de- 
ſigned by Mr. Shirley*s enemies for throwing an odium on his 
General | — To the ſame influence, my Lord, it was undoubtedly 
3 owing, that General Webb's march, with the 4th regiment from 
__ *" Stheneady, was delayed till the 12th of Auguſt, but two days 
before the garriſon was actually ſurrendered. He had Proceeded 
no farther than Burnet's Field, with his 'regiment of goo men; and 
n che remaining 800 batfor-mien, when the deſerters brought him 
the news of the ſiege! Upon the receipt of which, he made a 
forced march to the Oneida Carrying- Place; where he im mediately 
a trees into the Wood' Creek, to prevent the approach of che ® wa 
ehem: 1 9 F t 
Ts E, my Lora, were great overfihes : he the loſs of Of-; 
wegs muſt otincipally be aſcribed'to a more diftant cauſe *--*to 
-gunets, who have all along embarraffed every part of his M ajeſty's. 
q err on the Lake Ontario. By their RCIA the 
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„ .* The French were equally Wave of his ond dhe 3 8 
a of cur attempting to rebuild Oſwego . and very piudently i improving the 


n A3 pftelent advantage, began where General Webb left 03, ard continue the, 
© obſtruction quite do wu to the entrance into the Oneida L ake ; 5 which-ren-, 


how it impoſſible to paſi thro? the Wocd Creek, 40 miles in length. 


„ General, Webb got long after abandoned the. Earrying» Place, after 


| „ uing dawn the forts, much to che difarisfaction of the Indians. 


public 
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ultre⸗ But this; by fublequent advices, was 23 
ſpies, diſpatched for obſervation, inform us, 
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public kis been San into dependence upon the Six Nations, 17805 
merely to exalt Sir William Johnſon: and that nothing might be 
wanting to procure a change in the command” of the army, _— 
deſtroy all confidence in Shirley's judgment, Oſwego the great 
object of his attention, has been lighted as an unefſential poſt ;; 
and the reduction of St, Frederic reprelentes as 8 point of far 
_ ſuperior moment,” 
My Load, by theſe intrigues our country bleeds bes of Ofvwegs is Uubapp 
Ioſt - loſt perhaps for ever,--- with the naval armament - above 60 cole. 
| pieces of ordnance, and a rieb ſupply of ſtores and proviſions, laid 9% the lh 
in at avaſt expence, for ſeveral thouſand men, during the whole cam- of this im- 
Paign. --- Would to God this was all, and we had nothing worſe portant 
apprehend I Our furr trade, which has long been the princi- poſt. 
— — of the national attention, and the ſupport of our frontier 
city of Albany, is at an end. The French can now with the utmoſt 
facility ſecure the inland country, and confine us to the very brinks 
of the ocean · a free commurication is opened between Canada 
and Louiſiana; and all our intercourſe with the Indians totally te- 
ſeinded. The enemy, on the other hand, may, without oppoſition 
4 or reſtraint, render theſe innumerable tribes of ſavages their allies | 
and dependants. The Six Nations are more wavering than ever: 
and ſhould they. no longer think it expedient to preſerve their neu- 
trality, the whole continent mult ine vitably become a field of blood. 
Whatever may be thought of theſe colonies, which of late have been The cold 
7 magnified for their numbers and opulence, I do afſure your Lord- Ro 5 
_» ſhip, that a ſhort war will effectually exhauſt them. Their ſettle- ſo powers 
ments are ſcattered z their frontiers extenſive ;: the inhabitants but ful as im- 
few, generally in very moderate eircumſtancee, and ſtill luxurious, agineds - 
| and without reſources. The irruption of a few Indians into Penn- 
1 fylvania, had already occaſioned the loſs of ſeveral hundred ſouls, 
and the deſolation of near two thouſand farms: The frontiers of 
the neighbouring colonies are equally defenceleſs and the power 
of the native ſavages, at preſent in the French intereſt, is of itſelf 
ſufficient, by ſlow but inevitable —_— to reduce us to extreme 
beggary m nen 5 


| i Tos; my Lord, I have finiſhed "_ relagöh wars whe his Mitheres' 7 
been tranſacted in America.” 1 have not only preſented $ou: with Oren 3 
a ſeries of the moſt iptereſting events, but brought ycur Lordſhip o 2 £ 
RAC with ie characters and Oe ol the principal. agents whole, 


in 
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1556. in our political affairs. If I have erred, I am perſuaded it is not 
in any article of importance, nor purpoſely in the minuteſt. E- 
| very line of this letter hath been penned with the moſt ſacred vene- 
ration for truth, and a mind equally unbiaſſed by reſentment or 
affeQtion. /--- For obtaining an intimate acquaintance with the mat= 
ters rehearſed, few in the colonies have had ſuperior advantages: 
nor in collecting proper materials, has any one been more aſſiduous. 
Add to this, that I had no other intereſt in the public meaſures, 
than the intereſt of every man on the continent. I am unconnected 
With all parties; neither enjoy ing any poſt myſelf, nor ſtanding in 
| © the leaſt relation to a ſingle officer in the army. The love of my 
... ., country was the ſole ſpring of my curioſity ; and ſo far, indeed, I 
AP Was not an unconcerned ſpectator of the publick tranſaftions. If 
I have made honourable mention of General Shirley, it was owing 
to my approbation of his ſchemes, as conducive. to the com- 
+ mon-weal of the britiſh plantations .: and if my judgment was in 
i 8 this regard erronious, 1 have the pleaſure to find myſelf in very 
| © © __ reſpectable company. Except New York, or rather a prevailing 
1 faction there, all the colonies hold him in very high eſteem. Some 
6 have made public declarations of their ſenſe of his great merit ; and 
ttzhat too, at a time when he appeared deſcending from his meridian 
3 bol glory. But he needed no other than the teſtimonials of his own 
1 province ; for he, my Lord, whoſe: conduct is approved by the 
| people of the Maſſachuſets Bay, muſt: be diſtinguiſhed both for his 
+> - abilities and his virtue. They are too numerous and wiſe: to be 
_*- © deceived, too free and indepent to. be driven. An undue influence 
can never be obtained. by the governor of a colony, who has neither 
power nor places to beſtgw. --- Their aſſemblies are annual -- the 
members elected by ballot, in number near 200. The council, or 
middle eſtate, choſen, yearly by the aſſembly: --- and as all the of- 
fices are elective, not a man in the province is dependent on the 
ſſmiles or the frowns of the King's repreſentative: · and yet ſo 
wile, free, and loyal a people have approved his judgment; confi- 
85 ded in his integrity; teſtified in his favour; and publick ly lamented 
| his departure from the continent. I would by no means, my Lord. 
be underſtood, by theſe favourable ſentiments of Shirley, to diſpa- 
rage his noble Succeſſor in the command. He yet has not, at 
leaſt he geſerves not to have, a ſingle enemy amongſt us: and 1 
+ © hope it will ſerve the purpoſes of no, man to be his enemy. I could 
® , only have wiſhed, that at this critical juncture, a gentleman ſo the: 
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: - Enterpriſing foe---a foe, tapac 7 | lous „martial, and bloody, eommitting 
Murders, rather than Waging war. Tho? the French e lony con- 


fains perhaps not 30, ooo men. capable to bear arms; yet theſe are - 
all undet the deſputic command and ſole direction of their gover- 


mor- general 3 and experience teachies us, that in ſpite of our navy, 
they may be annually reinforced; The ſtrength of our colonies; 
14 other hand, is divided 3 and the -concurretite of all neceſ- 
 faries both for ſupplies of men and money. Jealous are they of 
each other ·· ſome ill conſtituted--- others haken with inteſtine di- 
viſions---and, if I may be allowed thie expreſſion; parſiinonious 
even to prodigality. "Dd I | I | 
 hors—=governors deſpiſe their aſſemblies, and both mutually miſ- 
repreſent each other to the Court of Great Britain. Military mea» 
ſures demand ſectecy and diſpatch + but while the colonies remain 
badivided; and hothing can be tranſacted but with their univerſal 
8 . $.+ $527. F< 4 - EP 6 R 1 2 2 2 
aſſent, tis impoſſible to maintain the ohe or proteed with the 
other. Without a general conſtitution for warlike operations, we 
enn neither plan hor execute. We have à common intereſt; and 


muſt fiave 4 common council, one bead, atid one purſe. --- The 


French ſervice is une poſed to thoſe embarraſsments ; and hence 
they project without diſeobery; and we ſcarce collect their deſigns; 
till we are attacked and defeated. Hitherto they have proſecuted 
the war with ſupgior advantage ;. and yet the militia of the pro- 
vince of the Maſſachuſets Bay alone, undoubtedly exceeds, by 
ſome thouſands, all the troops of Canada: Since the commence- 


ment of the preſent hoſtilities, his Majeſty: has loſt above 3000 
loyal ſubjeRs ? and as, all the. Indians are at the devotion of the 


French, and Oſwego is now loſt; may thouſand farms before the 


opening of the next ſpring, will probably be abandoned; and the 
Interior ſettlements deluged with the innocent blood of all ages 
and ſexes. Indeed, my Lord, tis not beneath the moſt elevated 


Ration, to indulge the benevolent feelings of hutnanity ; nor, reti- 
ring awhile from the pomp and gaiety that ſurrounds you, to ſhed 
_ & pitying tear aver families inhumanly bereft of their ſubſtance, 
2 more inhumanly ſlaughtered in their Beds. --- Tt is a Celebrated 
ſuying, an 
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ur aſſemblies are diffident of their gover- 


Honour ta human nature, Homo ſum, et nihif - 
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ighly. verſed in American affairs, had been continued in Atnefiea M 
his Lordmhip's aſliltunce; We have to contend with a ſubtle .  * | 
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War the preſent or the next campaign will bring forth, is 
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- known only to the Omniſcient Governor ot the univefſe. The ca- 


3 Jonies are nearly exhauſted, and their funds already anticipated by 


expenſive unexecured projects: and whether they will ſtill continue 
their efforts, or refign to a liſtleſs deſpair, i- uncertain. I fear the 
. worſt --- and yet you know, my Lord, I am not of a melancholy. 
"caſt, There is too much reaſon for general concern: and I ven- 
ture to predict, what every judicious perſon fort ſces, that unleſs 
ſome ſucceſstul blow i ſtruck · and ſpeedily ftruck, at the power. 
of France, Britain mult ine vitably loſe her poſſeſſions in America. 


An event my Lord, of the moſt tremendous conf: quence to us --» 


\ 


to you---to the Proteſtant religion---to the peace of Europe e 
and to the peace and happineis of all mankind, | - 
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Hirnza ro we have walted our ſtrength in lopping off branches, 


. when the axe ſhould have been laid to the root of the tree. Canada, 
my Lord, Canada muſt be demolifhed --- Delenda eſt Carthago --- 
or we are undone. ' Strength ſufficient have we lett, with proper aſ- 
_ _ foſtance,for a decifive ſtruggle : but alingring conſumption will in- 

Flallibly enervate and deſtroy, France has been, ever can, and will 
be annually, throwing over freſh troops iuto her colony, in defiance 
of our great maritime force : and ſhould peace enſue, even before. 
our ruin is compleated, what will be the ſtate of theſe provinves 
upon the next rupture between the two crown<, when the inland 
_- -cpuntry is filled with our enemies ? As you therefore value, my 
noble Lord, the cauſe of liberty; the glory of che Britiſh name 3 
the honour and dignity of the beſt of Kirgs ; and the preſervation 


— 


+ of theſe colonies from bloody carnage and total ruin; exert, I be- 


ſerch you, exert your influence, to extirpate this brood of French 
ſavages from the face of the continent. In a ſcheme ſo deciſive, - 
and in no other, will the provinces heartily unite ; and if well con- 
cFerted, and our unfortified ſea-coalts at the ſame time ſufficiently 
protected ; ic will doubtleſs ſucceed --- humble the pride ot France 
and cloſe the preſent war with a laſting and honourable peace, 
a pe Fen ed pes Iam, Wore 3H” OE Ul T UTI We NETS. 
New Tork. Sept. 2% With the profoundeſt reſpect. 
ee eee Tour Lordſhip's moſt obli A 
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